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Digital Learning
Assignment
Introduction
In this, the 21st Century there are so many different options available for learning both digitally and other-wise but has it changed for the better? Are these choices available for everyone to access? What is a Personal Learning Environment and does everyone have a different one? Are these options a choice or a necessity? How does my personal learning compare against the current trends? Had I realised how many different sources of technology I use before I started at University? By solely using digital learning over a 4 week period for this module I think I am ready to tackle these thoughts. 
Collaborative Learning Definition
“A collaborative learning approach involves pupils working together on activities or learning tasks in a group small enough for everyone to participate on a collective task that has been clearly assigned. Pupils in the group may work on separate tasks contributing to a common overall outcome, or work together on a shared task.” (https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/evidence-summaries/teaching-learning-toolkit/collaborative-learning/, 2018)
Individual Learning Definition
[bookmark: _GoBack]“Individualized learning, is a method of teaching in which content, instructional technology, and pace of learning are based upon the abilities and interest of each learner”. (www.dreambox.com/individualized-learning, 2019)
Before the invention of the internet students were using Libraries for their research with books such as encyclopaedias to find the answers. Students would have to go to the library in restricted hours, fnd the correct book then spend a long time looking through the pages for the correct piece of text to use. This was time consuming. Now we are able to access an online library and find any 
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information with the touch of a button at any time convenient from anywhere in the world and insert the text we need straight into our work. We are also able to share documents on group forums with fellow students. 

An extract from The British journal of Education shows us this:
“Facebook is a popular social networking site. It, like many other new technologies, has potential for teaching and learning because of its unique built-in functions that offer pedagogical, social and technological affordances. In this study, the Facebook group was used as a learning management system (LMS) in two courses for putting up announcements, sharing resources, organizing weekly tutorials and conducting online discussions at a teacher education institute in Singapore” (Tech), 2019)

I am starting by writing about PLE’s, what they are and how they show your use of digital technology.
So, what is a PLE?
Your Personal Learning Environment (PLE) is the combination of tools, people, and services that make up individualized resources and approach to learning. (Quist, n.d.)
Below is my own Personal Learning Environment Diagram. I devised this by thinking of the different digital learning programmes that I use and what I use them for. As part of our digital learning Work we were asked to create this 
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diagram and post it to the group forum which I done. By creating this I can see that I use a lot of digital sources and more than I thought! (Roy, 2019)

In comparison to other students PLE’s that were uploaded I saw a lot of similarities in the web-sites that we all use for our learning both celibately and individually. I found that as a group we all tend to use Google as a start for anything and for anything more academic then Google Scholar is a popular choice. I personally find these sites easy to navigate and very good to get me to the right information both quickly and efficiently. Moodle is an online tool I use for University and this is an essential tool in our learning. All the information for all of the modules are on it and we are able to access it any time of day from 

                  Page 3

either a laptop, phone or tablet. Our student email is on Moodle also so we are able to liaise with both tutors and other students through this. I prefer the messenger group for talking through work with other members of the class. It is instant, we are able to send photos and text with each other and is available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 
When I started school in 1984 we did not have a computer in the classroom, or a mobile phone at home and so worked from books. However, by the time I reached secondary school these things were starting to appear and in turn I found that finding the information I wanted was much quicker online. Now at the age of 40 and a new student doing a BA course I am glad of the digital technology that is on offer to be able to fit the course in with my own life. If I had to spend hours in a library looking through books could I still do it? Looking at my PLE diagram I would say no as obviously I am using digital technology for almost everything in my life as well as in my studies. That said, I like to listen to the tutor and other members of my group in class discussions. This type of collaborative learning really helps me to get other people’s points of views and makes me think of things I may otherwise not have considered. In the future will tutors be replaced by screens giving us a lot of information.
Anthony Seldon, vice chancellor of the University of Buckingham, predicts that “Robots will replace teachers by 2027” less than a decade away! (Seldon, 2018) Personally I think that without the help of my tutors at University my studies would be impossible as they provide not only information but also valuable feedback on work I have done helping me to move forward. 
Learning is all about choice now, although there are occasions some Digital 
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technology is essential. An example of this is Moodle, our online portal. Without this we couldn’t do the course. All the information we need for modules and work is updated weekly on there and so we have to be able to access this. This is a sustainable way of working and stops the use of as much paper being used and wasted through put college and university all over the UK. This is therefore not a choice. However, where to get research from is a choice. Individual learning and research can be done digitally or from information such as books from the library. If you choose to do it digitally there are so many more choices, papers, books, journals, articles, blogs and social media are just a few examples of the thousands of different research sites out there to use. Social network sites such as Twitter have a newsfeed which is updated every second, just click refresh and the latest news from all over the world is there straight away as it happens.

Twitter user statistics
· There are 326M monthly active users.
· A total of 1.3 billion accounts have been created.
· Of those, 44% made an account and left before ever sending a Tweet.
· Only 550 million people have ever sent a Tweet.
· 80% of active users access the site via mobile.
· 707 is the average number of followers.
(https://www.brandwatch.com/blog/twitter-stats-and-statistics/, 2019)
These statistics speak for themselves on the amount of people using Twitter.

The minute a newspaper is printed it is already “Old news”. Newspapers can be accessed on line and articles found on certain subjects in seconds, no more getting black fingers whilst turning pages. 
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“The total number of national newspapers sold in the UK fell from an average of 7.6m a day to just over 7m between March 2014 and March 2015, a decline of 7.6%”. (https://www.theguardian.com/media/2015/apr/10/national-daily-newspapers-lose-more-than-half-a-million-readers-in-past-year, 2015)
Sites such as Twitter help me with my studies. I know that by following credited pages that I can access correct factual information that is up to date at all times. 
A lot of websites and blogs are updated by us, the user, so maybe they are not always credible. Wikipedia have a panel of people who look at a suggested edit to a page and decide whether it Is credible or not. These sites can be changed but only once a panel deem it as factual. 
The following is a quote from their website:
“Because Wikipedia is open to anonymous and collaborative editing, assessments of its reliability often examine how quickly false or misleading information is removed.” (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reliability_of_Wikipedia, 2019)
Websites are full of information but where does the information come from. Well the answer is humans. It is a person that sits and builds the websites and puts all the information into them. So, although we are digital learning this has come from people ultimately. The digital learning era has in my opinion made life a lot easier for students such as myself to find what I need when I need it. 
I would say that my learning metaphor is “Growing”. I have grown in the last 6 months both digitally and academically although most of my learning has been done in the classroom. Within the classroom lectures we watch videos on the screen which come from you tube so we are also using digital learning at the same time. We are all learning collaboratively like this and often at the end of the power point or the video we all have a discussion about what we got from it. 
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We then go off and do individual learning from the sources of our own choice. Both these types of learning are crucial in doing an undergraduate course in my opinion. I would say my strengths in digital learning are being able to find what I want with ease although I need guidance on which sites can be the best occasionally. I am able to navigate myself round the computer a lot easier since using it daily for University work and research. I can even save things now! 
A weakness I have personally is having the confidence to quote from a site and know if it is credible or relevant. I would check with other members of the group for reassurance in these cases. 
But what if it all goes wrong? What if the computer crashes? The internet is offline? How would I complete my work then? Well the answer is simply I couldn’t complete my course. We have to submit all assignments digitally and feedback is provided digitally from the tutors so ultimately although it seems like a choice to use digital technology, this is not always the case.
What advice would I give a new undergraduate starting at University now?
Have an open mind. Come to the course with a fresh outlook, a good positive attitude to learning. New undergraduates would need to be aware that they will need computer and internet access. This can be from the University its self if no access is available at home making it accessible to everyone. As a student at UWTSD you get a card which can be used I the library on campus or to access the digital library for research and information. In the 21st Century there is more choice available than ever so use it! Use collaborative learning done in the classroom to take away and individually turn the information into your own way of learning.
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Conclusion
By the research I have conducted both Individually for this assignment and collaboratively within the group and the digital learning forums I conclude that Yes learning has moved on digitally to the point most students couldn’t do a BA course without the Internet and the choices that are available now. Undoubtably digital learning will move on again in another 20 years and how far it will go we shall have to watch this space to find out.
The 21st century is without a doubt a good time to be a student, possibly the best time so far. Never before has there been such a wide variety of information available on the internet to access from so many different places and devices. The Tutor still plays a huge role in learning at the moment. I am glad that this is the time I chose to go to University. By looking at my PLE as well as those of my fellow students I can see that collaboratively we use such a wide variety of websites and sources some the same some different, all depends on your own personal choice, and choice is what there is a lot of out there! 
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My PLE
Lisa Roy


Communication:
Communication
Facebook
Messenger
Whats App
Text/Phone
Snapchat
Instagram






Digital Learning
Google
Google Scholar
Online Library
Moodle
Facebook





Home
School website
School Forum
Trip Advisor
Facebook



Personal Learning
In the classroom
You Tube Videos
Email




My Devices
Iphone
Ipad
Laptop
TV


How I Use these
I use digital learning daily. At home and at uni
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