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During this debate a number of different topics will come up either arguing that festivals do cause anti-social behavior and how they are bad for society, along with topics defending how festivals aren't the problem to society and can't be blamed for anti – social behavior.
 
For
Festivals cause many environmental problems, so much plastic is used through drinks being sold at bars, plastic bottles not being disposed properly, its not just drinks the amount of food that is wasted and the packaging just left at where people are camping. Over 250,000 tents get left at festivals a year only in the UK never mind worldwide [online] leaving unnecessary waste for something that doesn’t take long to put down. It causes such a problem to the environment that in 2014 Glastonbury which is the biggest festival in the UK the UK government fined them £12,000 due to sewage leaks damaging the water which it was connected to leading to animals in that water such as fish dying [online]. 
Against
Festivals do leave a lot of waste however they are changing in today's society, Glastonbury recently became the first festival that banned plastic bottles [online] in 2019 to reduce the amount of waste that is being left at festivals they decided alternative way such as boxed water, Glastonbury even had Sir David Attenborough to come on to main stage of the festival to talk about the importance of recycling and the reduce of plastic at events [online]  along with talking about his documentary ‘one planet’ which shows the effects pollution is having on our world. Festivals such as Download have also started a ‘recycle’ point at the festivals which allows people to leave tents, chairs, unopened food and gazebos at that place to which they will get donated to charity [online]. 
For
Sexual assault has become far to common at festivals, recent survey showed that one in five festival goers are sexually assaulted or harassed [online]. A survey showed that 1,188 people who have attended a festival 11% of women and 3% of men have been sexual assaulted whilst conscience along with 4% women and 2% men have been sexual assaulted whilst unconscious or asleep. All these cases but only 2% get reported to police never mind solved. The findings were then discussed as ‘shocking but not surprising’ as if it is a norm at festivals which is the shocking part about it all. 
Against
Festivals are always seen as anti-social but nobody's talking about the good festivals out there, festivals which allows mentally and physically disadvantaged people to attend festivals as a group to build a community along with building awareness and money for people with down syndrome, the festival is in France on world national down syndrome day and is called Festival de la Trisomie [online] and lasts three days how is that anti – social?
For
At events such as festivals a lot of petty crime that there is no need to happen takes place, petty theft is so common at festivals where people will leave belongings at their tent from money, clothes  to food and drink its common to get stolen. Last year alone over £270,000 worth of goods was reported stolen to the police from festivals [online] never mind the amount that wasn’t reported to the police. Then there is crime from fights which happen all the time at festivals its easy to happen people are intoxicated meaning it can turn violent really quickly, from a mosh pit with the wrong people in it or just for the simple fact that it’s a small place for all the people who go to festivals and sometimes can get hard to move people get agitated quickly leading to fights. Then there are arrests which take place every year there are loads of examples of this in 2019 58 people were arrested at the burning man festival, at the Notting Hill Carnival over 350 citizens were arrested over a two day period with police being attacked [online], this is a festival that attracts a million people to London a year and this is the behavior that is happening, even with festivals with high security are getting a lot of crime happening at their festival, at Glastonbury which is supposed to be one of the biggest and best festivals people can go in the UK but still have over 10 arrests every year, surely there must be a link to festivals causing anti- social behavior.  
Against
Agreed that crime at festivals are bad however the fact that crime rates are going down wasn’t mentioned, at Glastonbury 2019 festival crime was down by 42% compared to the previous year [online], the crimes are being committed are also over half petty theft that can be easily stopped from not leaving valuable belongings in your tent or bringing a lock to lock your tent whilst your at stages listening to your favorite artist it’s the same as going abroad you wouldn’t just leave valuable belongings just in your room so why do it with your tent? Festivals are also more than just music it links in with, festivals are a place where you can achieve a concept of homeostasis, this is because it can be achieved from physical and social activities [Torkildson], this helps people feel they belong, they are all there for the same thing, being the music to have and relaxing time with their friends enjoying themselves how in any for do festivals cause ant – social behavior if it brings people to a community?
For
The drug culture is one of the leading factors of what makes festivals be viewed as anti –social behavior, it is known on a world wide factor that drug culture is in festivals, you can go online and there are loads of examples of people who have taken drugs and are off their face on substances, but it leaves a massive mark on society as people take this as an opportunities to sneak drugs into venues and sell them, there was a record drug seize at the Leeds festival this year (as you can see in the photos below) which just shows a glimpse to the extent of drugs that are being taken to festivals with the intent to either sell or take. These drugs that are being taken in to venues at festivals are also causing deaths, it was always known that drugs were being used at festivals since the 60’s since festivals began to take over the world but drugs are getting stronger and more and more dangerous to the point where a lot more deaths are happening from drugs at festivals varying from overdoes, bad reactions or being to hot in the sun with no water.  In 2018 there was a record amount of deaths at a festival where 7 people died at the ‘Trip to the moon’ festival in Hanoi where travelers all over the world will go for the electronic festival, all seven of the deaths were drug related [online] which asks the question of why it is so easy to get drugs in to festivals along with how it is social at any point? 
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Against
Granted there was a record drug seize at the entrances of festivals in recent years but that is showing that festivals are getting less and less anti – social as security is increasing every year and the importance of drugs not getting in to festivals has risen massively in the last decade, people are more aware of drug misuse and it doesn’t happen at every festival, there are many family friendly festivals that are far from anti – social such as the Isle of Wight Festival which allows children under 12 in for free but also has big headliners such as the Courtneers but also has a kids section where they're will be a circus, magicians and other activities which is perfect for communities, family holidays and family memories. 
For
The hygiene asset of a festival leads to loads of problems for the environment, toilets such as port a potties are always disgusting, urinals are always over flowing and toilet paper gets thrown everywhere, at Boardmasters 2017 bottles of urine were being thrown from one side of the camps to the other it's all just anti – social behavior which can be avoided. The grass at festivals always gets ruined, it has so many people walking over, dragging trollies to eventually it just turns to just mud along with if it rains the ground gets really bad ruining environment that could be used for wildlife rather than a festivals and cars ruining the land.
Against
Festivals does a lot more towards society than it does damage, it improves domestic tourism as festivals have such a massive fan base a lot of people prefer to go to festivals rather than go abroad that’s not just for the UK that’s worldwide increasing money spent in the country, local shops around the festival gets more money coming in to the shops overall boosting the economy status of the country. Festivals boosts a community and brings everyone together to enjoy and vibe to a certain artist along with bringing different cultures together. 
Overall for
To summarize festivals are anti – social, they increase crime rates, people think that because they're at a festival they can act up and there will be no consequences, it encourages people to take drinks through over charging for drinks at venues along with poor security which allows people to sneak drugs in to venues to sell and take. It leaves to big of an impact of the environment through people being lazy leaving things and not disposing things properly. It increases terrorism targets as so many people are at one place at a time and music has been targeted by terrorism in the past its just a matter of time along with the deaths and injuries it already has through people being intoxicated or a drug overdose overall it has a negative effect on society and pushes towards anti –social behavior. 
Overall against
Overall I feel that it doesn’t cause anti – social behavior, there are so many good festivals that to more good than bad, festivals brings cultures together through music establishing communities to come together helping local shops in that areas, the economy status through both inbound and domestic tourism, festivals are starting to cut down on the amount of drugs that are getting in to venues, cutting down on waste being used and even had a national hero to come on stage and talk about the enviroment before a headliner at the biggest festival in the UK how can you not say its good for society? A small majority of people shouldn’t ruin it for all the festival goers around the word and looking at the bigger picture it shows that they don’t cause anti -  social behavior in the slightest. 
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