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[bookmark: _Toc193749888] 1. Introduction
As this reflective report seeks to explain, it is intended to examine my learning journey that I undertook on the Academic Skills module and how the essential experiences influenced my academic development. The module was instrumental in development of critical thinking abilities and research skills that are essential for the academic success. According to Granstrand and Holgersson (2020), the development of foundational skills promotes an ecological system of innovation and growth in the pursuit of academics. Through a structured reflection of my experience in the classroom activities and assessment tasks and personal challenges, I will evaluate my own progress and areas I need to further develop so that I facilitate my future academic endeavors.
[bookmark: _Toc193749889]2. Description of Experiences
[bookmark: _Toc193749890]Task Engagement and Learning Activities
In the Academic Skills module, I had to perform numerous learning activities that encouraged me to develop researching and analytical skills. In Task 1, when I was asked to carry out a literature review on intellectual property protection strategies, I was able to embrace systematic research methodologies. As mentioned by Andrade and Urbina (2019), academic progress entails developing structured approaches to information gathering and synthesis. In task 2, an annotated bibliography on innovation ecosystems had to be created based on the critical evaluation of scholarly sources. These tasks were completed by weekly classroom classroom discussions on academic integrity and citation practices which provided local context to theoretical concepts.
[bookmark: _Toc193749891]Collaborative Learning Experiences
Classroom discussion—with students engaged in the larger issues of academic writing conventions—provided a solid opportunity to have exposure to a diversity of perspectives. According to World Intellectual Property Organization (2024), in collaborative learning environments students learn to understand complex concepts (p. 24). One most particularly meaningful classroom activity was in peer review sessions, where we passed back and forth draft assignments and gave constructive criticism. The collaborative writing process also helped me gain better knowledge of quality academic writing as I got to see different writing styles and analytical approach papers. Further, group presentations on research methodologies enhanced the realistic use of theoretical concepts, alongside the improvement of communication skills which Tietze et al. (2020) compartmentalize as essential elements of academic development.
[bookmark: _Toc193749892]3. Analysis and Personal Reflection
[bookmark: _Toc193749893]Strengths Identified
By doing activities in the module, I have identified some of my personal strengths in my academic approach. I have learnt to synthesize information from various sources that i have used on my literature review for Task 1. According to the authors Moerchel et al. (2020), the ability to bring together various perspectives is an essential skill in academic success. I have also proven to be fairly strong in terms of my critical analysis skills, as I was able to evaluate the credibility and relevance of sources. In particular, this was evident during classroom discussions, in which I was able to judge methodological strengths and limitations of research papers. The skills I have also developed in organizational tasks for managing research materials and writing tasks have also come in handy for organising tasks of an elaborate nature, thus helping me remain systematic.
[bookmark: _Toc193749894]Areas for Improvement
Although progress has been made in many areas, improvement is needed in some first. There is a need for improvement in my academic writing when articulating certain complex theoretical concepts using a precise choice of words. According to Wang (2024), expression of knowledge should be clear. However, conducting thorough literature searches still presents a difficult task regarding time management. Quite often I spend too much time going off on tangents to sources, allowing myself to detour from the core research questions. Also, I have to improve the confidence of actively participating during classroom discussions, and most of the times I tend to hesitate to share what I think because it differs from what everyone thinks. The International Organization for Standardization (2020) stresses that the development of a strong academic argument is only achieved by ensuring that healthy discourse is taking place.
[bookmark: _Toc193749895]Impact on Academic Development
I do believe that this module has aided greatly in the way that I approach academic work. My development of more effective research strategies was through structured reflection on feedback for assignments. According to Hosseini Bamakan et al. (2023) reflective practice is critical for continuous enhancement in academic environment. Nowadays I read and research with more methodological rigor: I analyze my sources before including them to my work. I have learned significantly more about what academic integrity means, extending well past not committing plagiarism, but truly embarking on ethical research practice. Secondly, I have also come to appreciate the iteration this type of a changes needed as you hone your work. Thus, Granstrand (2024) indicates that, making methodical approaches to the tasks which are complicated activates the academic growth systematically.
[bookmark: _Toc193749896]Personal Growth Reflection
Apart from academic skills development, the module has increased personal growth. I feel that I have become more receptive to constructive criticisms, feedback I view as there is something that can change in it but never a personal judgement. According to The Times (2024), any academic progression requires the development of resilience in response to feedback. I have developed my critical thinking skills from relying on surface truth of information,  but now bring a skeptical approach to my academic sources, questioning assumptions and searching for any biases the author may have. The impact this has had on me is not just on my academic performance, but in the way I tackle professional challenges, where I am not afraid to apply the systematic analysis to complex problems in different settings.
[bookmark: _Toc193749897]4. Conclusion
Through the Academic Skills module, I have been given a solid leg to stand on for my academic path as it has developed essential research and critical thinking capabilities. By reflecting on varied experiences of learning I have discovered what I can leverage from formerly underdeveloped skills and what I should work on. According to Tietze et al. (2020), learning academic skills continually is a mechanism for creating routes for lifelong developing. Moving ahead, I will utilize these reflective practices during further academic efforts and will systematically evaluate my approaches and my outcomes in order to excel. In terms of academic uses, the skills developed during this module go well beyond the immediate use and serve as a basis for lifelong learning and professional development in more complex knowledge ecosystems.
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