	Name of activity:
	

	Description of activity

	Den Outdoor activity/ Mud play


	Appropriate for which ages and abilities

	Nursery Reception Year 1 Year 2

	Equipment or resources needed

	Cooking utensils fishing nets, bucket and spade, books, ropes, Playhouse, crockery, mixing bowls, magnifying glasses. Glass box to identify insects


	Any special adaptations for different needs


	Children may need specific equipment if they struggle with fine motor skill issues. Using equipment like plastic will help children with fine motor skills.

	Benefits 

e.g. Soft/Hard outcomes, Early learning outcomes, Key stage outcomes
	Children using different equipment will allow children to develop their creative development it will allow all key stages to problem solve by using good communication skills and developing different Language skills. Children will learn about the natural environment. Learn about different habitats and the surroundings around them.  

	Overall risk (refer to separate risk assessment)

	

	Other comments


	


Risk-benefit assessment (activity).

	Activity
	Hazard

(potentially

dangerous activity,

occurrence or

physical item)
	Risk 
(incident / accident that MAY happen) 

	Likelihood

+

Severity 
	Benefit
	Action to remove or reduce risk
 (The whole group can learn to take their own precautions guided by the forest school leader) 
	Who?


	When?
	Risk 

Level (when actions observed)

	Children engaging in Mud play and Den work. Children engaging in a wide variety of outdoor activities within a forest school setting. This activity may be led by a Forest school Leader to begin with to inform children of the nature of the Learning activity.
 Once the Forest school Leader has done this each child will independently engage in outdoor Learning together. Children may have specific themes they will want to focus on when engaging in Forest School. For example one of the focuses of Forest School could be children Learning different Mathematical skills when learning different estimation and measurements when making mud pies and cooking up different recipes. Children will learn about what equipment is suitable for different areas of their play. Children may find that making mud pies is suitable within a certain area of a Forest School setting children may enjoy doing this activity away from the open fire and more towards an area with open space with lots of pretty trees were children can learn about how nature works within mud play and how plants and flowers blossom and grow children will enjoy variety of activities when making mud pies such as learning about different aspects of horticulture and gardening. Children will enjoy learning about planting different seeds and flowers and how the climate can affect wildlife 
	Physical items such as uneven grounds busy roads close by pet dogs off lead stinging nettles.

They could be sharp equipment used within the activity that could cause unnecessary harm.

If there is plastic lying around this can lead to children using sharp equipment that is not appropriate for children to use.

This could be Equipment like certain types of plastic going near open fires which could lead to fires becoming out of control which could make children feel scared or may disrupt the activity children are currently engaging in if Children are learning to experiment with different recipes a sudden change will mean using some form of adaptability to continue children’s outdoor Learning this will mean maybe using different safe equipment to the equipment they are currently using. For example, many items that would be deemed appropriate may be equipment that is waterproof and can be managed well. Children will enjoy getting involved in messy play and using their imagination by doing things like rolling down hills and getting wet this allows children to let off steam. If children are to leave certain sharp items within a messy play activity of rolling down hills this could hurt one of the children if the sharp items are left around this could harm and which may result in a physical incident.
	If the play area Children are in is by a busy road child could be involved in a care incident. Dogs off the lead could be dangerous as dogs may not be trained well. This will mean Early Years Practitioners will need to observe what places are appropriate for children to engage in forest school Learning if children are not doing outdoor learning in a school environment many risks are more likely to occur with incidents like this. However, if for incidence an outdoor learning activity was to be taken outside of a childcare setting such as a school it is still accessible it will just mean children may need to make certain adjustments to the risk assessment being made for children to still have as much freedom as possible however practitioners should engage with children how to keep within boundaries in case of any unwanted accidents or incidents. Accidents no fault of a children own or adults could happen even if keeping within boundaries so Practitioners engaging with children creates a child centred approach to how children want to engage in their learning safely and effectively.  
	When children are engaging with the activity children could possibly suffer with third degree burn if in a likely situation were open fire was to be effected severely by weather conditions. This could mean that Early Years Practitioners may need to make certain  adjustments to children’s learning for the outdoor learning to continue  
	There are many different benefits to

Children’s Learning & Development in Forest schools One of the key benefits to this aspect Learning is children having a good sense of understanding of the natural world around them learning about the environment we live in how different environments have positive impacts on a child’s mind this plays a big part in children’s wellbeing both mentally and physically. Research has shown well that children engaging outside helps children have a healthy sense of well-being children will learn essential skills such as Teamwork  
	The Forest school leader will ensure that children have a good understanding about their Health & Safety. The Forest School Leader will speak with children in conversation about what the benefits of the activity their doing The Forest School Leader will ask children what the risks are of having an open fire within a Forest School Setting this will allow children to open up on topics of conversation about what different skills they may learn from risk taking in the activity and what essential skills they will learn in terms of Mathematics and scientific strategies. Children will have the opportunity to show great interest in their learning about how to experiment with natural resources around their learning. Children will learn together on keeping safe within the activity and learning how to benefit from risk taking as well as understanding how essential boundaries work from any learning activity. Children will benefit from team work skills children will want to discuss how they want to engage within the activity this maybe on how to take turns. Children may find there is a specific area of the Forest school Setting they will want to focus their activity on. This could be by a big tree that has lots of branches on children may want to get close to nature by climbing trees and looking at what the sensible precautions are to take children will learn how to gain good physical exercise.
	Children & Adults
	Forest School
	Practitioners observing children’s Learning at Forest School

	This Specific Learning Activity of the day may involve children learning how to cook marsh mellows on an open fire each child will take turns with this activity by using outdoor equipment like sticks to put marshmallows on the open fire. The purpose of this activity has many benefits to children developing essential life skills and creativity. 
	Some items may involve children using twigs to use as part of their outdoor Learning to experiment with cooking on an open fire when engaging with outdoor learning activities. It is essential for an open fire to be organized in the appropriate setting for were children can engage well with forest school learning and fulfilling different aspects learning such as scientific experiments and mathematical skills.  
	If the Forest school setting was to have electric wires children will need to be supported before activity starts were to form a circle for were the Forest school will be held were the forest school Leader will explain what activity children will engage independently as part of the outdoor Learning
	The chances of this incident happening is quite unlikely to occur however it is essential to take into account the correct procedures and right precautions in case an incident was to take place. Therefore, Practitioners should use a balanced approach when using the right level of observation. This means that Practitioners need to allow children to have the right form of freedom during their learning however the role of the adult will involve using observation at a fair distance to allow the children to engage with each other and steer away from the cotton wool culture were children will become too dependent on the adult      
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	likelihood
	x
	severity 
	risk level and acceptability

	
	
	
	Low - L
	medium - m
	high - H

	1-5
	x
	1-5
	1-5

acceptable risk level
	5-12

acceptable with precautions
	12+

unacceptable risk level - find ways to reduce risk.


