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AN INVESTIGATION IN TO THE RISE OF DOMESTIC ABUSE CASES POLICE ARE RESPONDING TO IN THE SWANSEA & NEATH PORT TALBOT AREA IN THE LAST 18 MONTHS

Using the above question, my aim was to explore in my opinion an under researched topic that has a large significance, this consisted of statistical analysis using quantitative data (Quantitative Research | QuestionPro, 2021) with examples from the office of national statistics. I also used qualitative data (Mcleod, 2021) which utilised information freely available such as journals and websites. Whilst my aim is very specific and this in turn limited the information that I could access myself, this information which was available via online journals and websites, was my secondary data as it was not collected by myself. I however did ensure that I could collect primary data and not be reliant on other individual’s data, this was done via the use of a questionnaire/survey which as described previously would be sent to officers in the relevant areas with the intention of providing first hand data on the question which would also enable me to form a basis of an answer. 
I believe that what I have done was the most appropriate way forward for me to form an answer or an explanation to the question.

I believe that the approaches I took were the best options available to me, this is mainly due to the sensitive nature of the subject and the data protection/ safeguarding around it. This meant I was only able to utilise published and sanitised information from certain sources and had to carefully vet the sources that I was using to avoid potential bias, using information that could have been misleading or which could have caused offence. This left very little information when tied within the geographical boundary of my question. 

With the nature of my question, there was always a consideration for the ethics behind it, in this circumstance this would be the confidentiality behind the information, with domestic abuse victims, reporting these incidents is a huge risk and is an extraordinary step in itself, for them to then give information and someone to use it against them or not have consideration as to the uses of it, then this in my mind would have been a breach of confidentiality. In my role confidentiality is a must as victims of domestic might only come forward if they can be given that added anonymity with things such as their new location. If this were to be breached then it could adversely affect any ongoing investigations and any victim trust in the Police. 

My methods of data collection consisted of my primary research (Primary Research QuestionPro, 2021)  (primary research, 2021) which was the survey and my secondary research (secondary research, 2021) which consisted of some official figures. 
With my chosen topic being quite niche and due to data protection and ethical considerations (David B. Resnik, J.D., Ph.D., 2021), I would be unable to utilise real time information and speak to victims of domestic abuse, I needed to come up with another way of gathering information. It would be only information as none of the received would be official figures or vetted in any way, but this could give me some more information about the problem. This is why I chose to conduct a survey, this would not be a survey for the public but is aimed at frontline serving Police officers who work on the response teams. 
This survey would be sent to those officers with the intention of gauging their views on the topic and as they are the frontline against domestic violence, their opinion would be one of realism and not sanitised. The officers would vary from new in service to those who have served upwards of twenty plus years, this gave variation in the responses as some of these officers may have seen the demand placed on officers change over the length of their service and the newer in service officers might have noticed a change in demand pre covid to post covid. 
Consideration was given to the data protection aspect and it has been reiterated to adhere to this and not divulge personal information, but only to give an opinion based on the generality of the subject and not to go in depth. This was another aspect to my decision making as Police officers know the severity of data protection breaches in a corporate aspect and the impact that any breach may have on a victim. 
The survey in its self was using an online survey maker, this allowed me to utilise email to reach the officers that I needed to. The questions themselves were a mix of multiple choice questions based on the title and with added questions in which a worded personal reply would be required. I found that this was the right way forward for my topic as the multiple choice questions lead on to the further questions. These further questions consisted of follow on answers from the multiple choice questions, this gave the recipient an opportunity to respond in any which way they would like, I found that using this method, it set the question up and would allow for answers with substance, these may not be lengthy or detailed but would give me the answers that I was seeking. This is partly due to obvious data protection issues and officers not wanting to go into specifics with incidents due to the aforementioned. Officers may not wish to provide much detail as they may be distrustful of the process or simply that they feel that they could not answer effectively. Regardless of the outcome and answers I feel that with the variation of officers that I have requested to complete this survey that I would have a very good selection of information in which I can look at presenting as a finding. 
I also used Data from existing sources which was my secondary research (Blog, 2021) , these sources were mainly located via the internet and utilising search engines and journals, whilst this was not my primary research, I found that I could bolster my research utilising these sources. Whilst they were not all from official sources and some were from independent persons or websites, the information provided from these helped me as a base in which to work from. The issue I had was that my research parameters were quite local and this in turn made the acquisition of official figures quite difficult as it is likely that these would not have been generated or would not exist. Due to this I needed to use the official figures from places such as the Office of National Statistics which released figures which were United kingdom wide, as above I could use these a base as these figures showed there to have been an increase across the country which would tie in with my own local research as it would be unlikely that the figures would drop in my chosen locality when the figures showed an increase across the country. My other research which was not statistical or figure based was located via the internet and these were picked as they showed the human and real side of the rise in Domestic Abuse, such as journals from General practitioners or Women’s aid charities, this gave a real life emotive angle as opposed to a strictly cold and statistical analysis, this would also tie in with my primary search surveys from front line Policing staff.

The evident weaknesses in my research was my choice to go local with the issue at hand, I understood prior to doing this that there would have been limitations to what I could gather and how it would have an impact to my effectiveness. I therefore decided to do my best to limit this weakness in information availability and decided to proceed with my research as planned. To limit the weakness I developed the surveys to give me a basis to proceed on and as a method of information gathering that whilst not shown as official figures, they do come from legitimate sources who are faced with the very question I am asking on a daily basis. The reason I have decided to proceed despite the limitations is because I felt that there was a lack of research into the question at hand and I felt that there was a potential to plug a gap in information, this information coming from a person who is often at the front line and the first response to these incidents. Therefore I believe that this research is justified and worth the exploration into this subject. 
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