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Reading stories to children from a developing foetus right through to key stage 2 school year, embeds what children already know and have experienced in these early stages and turns it into, understanding the environment around them, and helps represent the children’s own communication, concepts, information and feelings  (Dubiel, 2025). 
Language, literacy and communication are one of the AoLE’s of the Welsh Curriculum, Welsh Government (2019) states that languages connect children and young people, with places and communities, thus providing the learners with opportunities to understand what has been heard, seen and read which can develop the learner’s knowledge of responsiveness and the ability to answer efficiently.
Following on, both video activities have its positives as well as negatives. With the first video which uses a visual book, the storyteller shows the children the act of turning the pages and being down at the children’s level. The second video which uses digital literacy, the storyteller is standing to match the height of the screen and although the teller is interacting with the children and getting them involved in the story, the teller is just reading from a screen. 
However, Meridha (2024) states that there have been great improvements moving forward with the use of digital literacy within a classroom, with the benefits of software such as Microsoft and Adobe Creative Clouds. The issues found were that low educational budgets within schools and the failure to access high-tech resources still plays a part in not being able to use digital platforms to deliver the recommended lessons. These can have negative impact on children’s use of digital technology, thus failing to meet the requirements for the digital competency framework (DCF) guidelines within the Welsh curriculum.
According to Australian Government (2023), storytelling without the use of a book is another effective way of teaching oral language development, as children learn to talk before they can learn to read written texts. Children understand the words spoken to them from a very young age and learn to recognise sounds. Storytelling is a special way of sharing ideas, language, which has been passed down from older generations. 
Following on Devon County Council (2024), shares the idea that oracy is a skill which allows people to communicate successfully and supports learning to talk and learning through talk, which both involve speaking and listening. The programme Devon County Council uses supports areas of learners where everyone’s voice is valid and learners of all abilities have the capability to influence other learners.
Agreeing with Devon County Council, Quigley (2024) also states that talking can be an implement for learning, learners firstly need to know how to use it, learning to talk includes increasing the terminology, building sentences, listening dynamically and be able to pick up on non-verbal cues such as tone and body language.

Following on, some behaviourist theories had core ideas, that language is learned through, imitation, reinforcement and conditioning. This idea was formed from theorist B.F.Skinner (1957) cited in Samkange (2015) which states that environmental factors also play a part in language development, with focus on positive and negative reinforcement for the children to learn. With positive reinforcement the children are rewarded for correct sounds, the reward maybe in the form of non-verbal acknowledgment such as a smile or nod from the teacher. In other words, when a child uses correct sounds, the child then realises the communicative significance of words and phrases. On the other hand, negative reinforcement involves withdrawing the reward when the incorrect sound or phrase is spoken. 
Moreover, Teach HQ (2025), also states that positive reinforcement assists to support the likelihood of the behaviour being repetitive in the future, so by rewarding the positive behaviours of using the correct speech, teachers can encourage children to engage in language development more often. The negative reinforcement, however, is not a punishment, but more of a guideline to remind children of the outcomes of using incorrect speech and the positive reinforcement removed.
According to Hussaini (2021), the topic of language is linked to the developmental traits of the child. Many organic, social and emotional factors that impact linguistic development are the results of the collaboration between environmental and birth right factors. Finding the link between both environmental and birth right factors is helpful in the learning and understanding of the developmental method specified by linguistic behaviour in children. Feldman (2019) also agrees that language learning is the result of interaction of the children’s learning roles with the language environment, as well as genetic factors. Regardless of many challenges, most children acquire the basics of language in the toddler years without official education or feedback from their caregivers.
Interactions between children and their caregivers are important in the early years of child development. From birth, babies want to relate with others and are keen to interact, according to Department for Education (no date), when positive interactions between caregivers and children happen, it makes a transformation to how well communication and language skills progress. Children benefit from being with receptive and willing caregivers who show interest in talking with them.
Following on, Ryan (2025) states that spoken language is the underlying foundation of all other literacy learning, spoken language comes first before anything else and consequently should be prioritised. Spoken language is developed through conversation, storytelling and play at home first and continued through early years settings. 
According to Taylor (2023), there has been evidence that the method of teaching and modelling language can be effective for all children. The approach mentioned above deliberately involves using language to show how words are used together to form sentences and then giving children the chance to use it in their own speech. However, children will still need support to link the meaning of words in and through the sentences. 
Additionally, to the above, Smith (2025) also believes that storytelling and interactive reading help with children's language development, reading activities not only harbour the joy of reading but can also lay the groundwork for effective communication, creativity and critical thinking. The benefits of interactive reading, keeps children engaged and interested, making reading fun, it also gives chances for discussion and builds confidence, interactive reading helps children connect new information to their current knowledge and skills. Oldham Council (2023), agrees with Smith (2025) in that story time can help spark a child’s imagination, boosting their language and literacy skills, whilst creating a magical bond between children and their caregiver, as well as providing positive educational benefits on the child’s cognitive development.
Furthermore, Chugh (2024) discusses how digital stories are changing the way in which children are being told stories. The digital era brings new ways to engage children, with technology stories can now be interactive and full of multimedia. With some technology children can mix text, images, audio and video into the stories, making it interactive. This means that children can now change the stories and choose what takes place next, this can give the children more independence and possible feel more connected to the story.
In the early years, adults should encourage and value early forms of mark-making as the beginning of children’s writing journey. Adults can provide an engaging environment with a variety of writing implements and surfaces both indoors and outdoors for children to explore, including crayons, sand, paper and mud. Aram and Yashar (2023), composed a research paper that discuses Vygotsky (1978) and how the children’s learning and development only progresses with the support that children get from the more knowledgeable other, in other words, at home parents and caregivers can promote children’s writing skills within the zone of proximal development, and with adequate support it helps children self-sufficiently complete writing tasks formerly completed by adults.
According to the research Puranik and Lonigan (2011), which is still relevant today as children beginning to display some realisation of the common properties of writing as early as three years of age. At this stage children’s attempt of writing or scribbles do not contain any letters, as well as not showing any connection to the length of the spoken words and usually do not contain any spaces between the words. 
Finally, throughout the research undertaken looking at the development of language and literacy in the digital age. There have been many aspects of a child’s development which has consideration to the environmental factors of where a child lives.  Not only but also, how engaged a parent or caregiver is after the birth of a child. During this module, it has been interesting to find out about how children develop their oracy, literacy and language skills through from utero through to pre-school settings and then nursery. With babies in the womb listening to the sounds and vibrations they feel from their mother to be, as well as other significant family members. Not only but also, the environment in which the child will be brought into, whether the child lives in a busy fast paced location or a calm countryside dwelling, the child will be able to hear different noises and start to recognise the child’s home environment.
It shows that story telling and reading, as well as singing with children can have a positive impact on a child’s literacy development, the module also touches on how the new era of digital story telling is becoming more prevalent in homes as well as in the classroom. All those exciting activities, encourage children to develop their speech and use of language. The use of digital technology is giving children more independence to gain further knowledge and experience by using technology and creating ambitious capable learners, for the children’s future educational progress.
However, with some children the zone of proximal development, still needs to be adhered to as some children may not feel confident reading or writing proficiently or even using digital technology on their own. The use of the more knowledgeable other will still be in place, until a time is right when the child is able to complete tasks independently.
Furthermore, children learn at their own pace, one way of teaching may work for some children and not others. Parents and teachers need to be mindful and remember that and just find what works for each individual child. Promoting the positive work that the children participate in and correcting the negative in a way that does not hinder the child progression at home or within an early years setting. Additionally, there may be some children with additional learning needs, that will need extra support from speech and language therapists and occupational therapists to aid in their speech, as well as reading and writing skills.
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