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01.
Introduction



Literature Background
I Ching

Classical text (Jingwen &X): Diagram of the Hexagram, _
Commentary on the Hexagram:
Commentary on the Lines

Early to middle Western Zhou Dynasty (1046—256)

Explanatory text (Zhuanwen &3): Ten Wings (Shiyi &
Early Warring States period (475—221)
- Zuo Zhuan

Records events of the Spring and Autumn Period

Early Warring States Period (475—221)

In.shuge.org/uploads/2017/09/zhou-yi-ji-jie08.jpg
mm.bing.net, _'_.7-"d/ )IP.RU_1xyfUYdOsF75Fggo3-AHaED?cb=12&rs=1&pid=ImgDetMain&o=7&rm=3
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1. Internal connection between

the characters ‘Zhen ()’
and ‘Zheng (1)’ .

2. The influence exerted by the
character ‘Zhen ()" in wars.

3. Why ‘Having a legitimate
cause for military action (shi
chu you ming EpiB%)’ was
so significant in military
activities.
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The Semantic Connections
Between ‘Zhen () ,
'Zheng (1E)’ and E
Zheng (1ib)’
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- ° °
—  To divine?

Seeking answers through
ancient divination practices

1.Xiaoxuetang zixingyanbian /NEEE FIEIHE <
https://xiaoxue.iis.sinica.edu.tw/ImageText2/Showlmage.ashx?text=%e8%b2%9e&font=%e5%8c %97 %e5%b8%ab

%e5%ad%a’7%e8%aa%aa%e6%96%87 %e5%b0%8f%e7%af%86&size=48&style=regular&color=%23000000&resol
ution=96> [accessed 1 October 2025]

2.Xu Shen and Duan Yucai, Shuowen jiezizhu &t S fi#7E, (Taibei: Hongyewenhuashiye youxiangongsi, 2013), p
https://tse3.mm.bing.net/th/id/OIP.9WrLqy 9JDmSXoJOLa-I9wAAAA?cb=12&rs=1&pid=ImgDetMain&o=7&rm=3



Shuowen Jiez/

Waging war and
moving troops require
a legitimate reason

[BhiziE, LUESZR, | 3
Military context

1.Xiaoxuetang zixingyanbian /NE:E P <
https://xiaoxue.iis.sinica.edu.tw/ImageText2/Showlmage.ashx?text=%e8%b2%9e&font=%e5%8c %97 %e5%b8%

ab%e5%a4%a7%e8%aa%aa%e6%96%87%e5%b0%8f%e7 %af%86&size=48&style=regular&color=%23000000

&resolution=96> [accessed 1 October 2025]
2. Huang Zhongtian, Zhouyichengzhuan Pingzhu Ji 7 #£{35151 (Gaoxiong: Gaoxiong Fuwen Press, 2014), p71.



i iR

F EHiA BB F8 LF TF XF X KLFRFRE EFFEE TxFRE

v iy
. L /

A - = ] 3l 157 = FH t rjing
Shuowen Jiezi =

I F B E #E B H i t Jing

Zhen (H) means Zheng (1E)’
[&: IFth, | ©

1.Xiaoxuetang zixingyanbian /NE:& FHLHEE <
https://xiaoxue.iis.sinica.edu.tw/ImageText2/Showlmage.ashx?text=%e8%b2%9e&font=%e5%8¢c%97 %e
5%b8%ab%e5%ad%a7%e8%aa%aa%e6%96%87%e5%b0%8f%e7 %af%86&size=48&style=regular&col
0r=%23000000&resolution=96 > [accessed 1 October 2025]

4.Xiaoxuetang zixingyanbian /N5 7 i 5% <
https://xiaoxue.iis.sinica.edu.tw/ImageText2/Showlmage.ashx?text=%e6%ad%a3&font=%e5%8c%97 %e
5%b8%ab%e5%ad%a7%e8%aa%aa%e6%96%87%e5%b0%8f%e7 %af%86&size=48&style=regular&col
0r=%23000000&resolution=96 > [accessed 1 October 2025]

5.Hanzi Guijinyinziliaoku # 7 4% & kB <https://xiaoxue.iis.sinica.edu.tw/ccr#> [accessed 1 October
2025]

6. Wangbi and Kong Yingda, Zhouyizhengyi J& % 1E %, (Beijing: Beijingdaxue Press), p.35.
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Connects ‘Zhen ()" , 'Zheng (1E)’ and
'Zheng (1)’ into the logical chain

Shuowen Jiez/

4 - :

Being upright and Being upright
free from bias

°
and moving
4.Xiaoxuetang zixingyanbian /]NE: 5 I 5% <

https://xiaoxue.iis.sinica.edu.tw/ImageText2/Showlmage.ashx?text=%e6%ad%a3&font=%e5%8c%97 %e5%b8%ab%e5%ad %a7%e8%aa%aa%e6 %96 %87 %e5%b0%8f%e7%af%86&size=48&style=r
egular&color=%23000000&resolution=96> [accessed 1 October 2025]

7 .Xiaoxuetangzixingyanbian /N5 I 55 <

https://xiaoxue.iis.sinica.edu.tw/ImageText2/Showlmage.ashx?text=%ee %85 %9d&font=%e5%8c%97 %e5%b8%ab%e5%ad %a7%e8%aa%aa%e6 %96 %87 % e5%b0%8f%e7%af%86&size=48&style=r
egular&color=%23000000&resolution=96> [accessed 1 October 2025]



The city and goal

8.Xiaoxuetangzixingyanbian /N5 SR <

https://xiaoxue.iis.sinica.edu.tw/ImageText2/Showlmage.ashx?text=%ee%a1%8a&font=%e4 %b8%ad%e7%a0%94%e9%99%a2%e7 %94 %b2%e9%aa%a8%e6%96 %87 %e9%87 %8d%e6 %96
%87 %e4%b8%808&size=48&style=regular&color=%23000000&resolution=96 > [accessed 1 October2025]




Homologous differentiation

=

9.Xiaoxuetangzixingyanbian /N3 I 5% <
https://xiaoxue.iis.sinica.edu.tw/ImageText2/Showlmage.ashx?text=%ee%a1%af&font=%e4%b8%ad%e7%a0%94 %e9%99%a2%e7 %94 %b2%e9%aa%a8%e6 %96 %87 %e9%87 %8d%e6
%96 %87 %e4%b8%80&size=48&style=regular&color=%23000000&resolution=96 > [accessed 1 October2025]



Action
0 9 Military operations

‘d/ Distant punitive
expeditions

9.Xiaoxuetangzixingyanbian /NE2: 5L i 5% <
https://xiaoxue.iis.sinica.edu.tw/ImageText2/Showlmage.ashx?text=%ee%a1%af&font=%e4%b8%ad%e7%a0%94%e9%99%a2%e7 %94 %b2%e9%aa%a8%e6%96 %87 %e9%87 %8d
%€6%96%87%e4%b8%80&size=48&style=regular&color=%23000000&resolution=96> [accessed 1 October2025]



‘The King came to compaign against Renfang.

[ EARIEATS

'When the emperors of the Three
Dynasties (Xia, Shang and Zhou) of
ancient China passed away, the world
lost its moral standards, and the
feudal lords waged wars against one
another rely on military force.’

[IEEE=FEIR, K FEs,
BEIIE, | 10

https://th.bing.com/th/id/R.c50bfc8ff494af5992e000d782129db1?rik=N%2bOBCMWJSI08Hw&riu=http%3a%2f%
2fe0.ifengimg.com%2f04%2f2019%2f0123%2f8ED8420702CC7E141EOEOAFOFBB478A4486B7B64_size38 w6
40_h487.jpeg&ehk=81R83xJ36FsP1MiolCJI66HVY %2brDhA3fLOakbYMDIUg%3d&ris|=&pid=ImgRaw&r=0
https://th.bing.com/th/id/R.4c54eefe65cb803be7702945dc907be1?rik=OAnwfCt%2bVQb%2bsg&riu=http%3a%2f
%2fe0.ifengimg.com%2f03%2f2019%2f0123%2f3AC30D0F493821068E5C58875FAB86B194D39937 _size43 w
451 h432.jpeg&ehk=L%2fToThkoxhg6VJRzV844k%2fK6ES5baRChjtn%2bJaLgmv04%3d&risl=&pid=ImgRaw&r=
0

10. Tan Jiajian and Sun Zhongyuan, Mozi jinzhujinyi & 14-1£4-##, (Beijing: Sahngwu yinshuguan, 2009), p.171.
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i Zhang (&) initial consonants

# % Geng (%) rhyme group

UL O I S jen Bt jing

sk jen  H jen Bt jingk

@ wm ¢« g & . m Thisimbues military actions of

conquest with the connotation
of legitimacy inherent in

'Zheng (1E)’

10.Hanzi Gujinyinziliaoku V5154 % &k} E <https://xiaoxue.iis.sinica.edu.tw/ccr# > [accesse d 1 October
2025]
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The Two Core Elements
of ‘Zhen (&) inZuo
Zhuan’ s Warfare



>
Fostering internal cohego\

S b Gaining the support of the
oo feudal lords

1.Internally: Uniting the Strength of People
Zhen(H): The Ture Way

" If one mobilizes troops to attack another country without legitimate reasons,
people will not be willingly obedient to their leader’ s command, they are merely
driven by force.’

| EEmEARIAS KT, MALALE,

11.Huang Zhongtian, Zhouyichengzhuan Pingzhu J& 5 @5, p71.

N, mEeH, |




https://img.izhixi

u.com/22/0321/220321462.jpg

» The desire for ‘equitable

treatment.’

» Got people’ s support
and created a vital bond
of trust between the
monarch and people.
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‘Z.Externallyz Gaining the Support of the
Feudal Lords

A ‘Game is in the field. It I1s appropriate
B === {5 tgke them. No blame.’

I

. — HERE, Flgs, ®BZE, | 12

L ]

W 'Game is in the field’ : wild animals invading the fields

The people 10 eat Crops. s External foes
(min [E)

It is appropriate to take them." : it is beneficial to declare the
enemy’ s crimes and attack them, thus giving the army a
legitimate cause for its operation.

12.Huang Zhongtian, Zhouyichengzhuan Pingzhu & 5 #2555, p76.



04.
Conclusion



The legitimate cause for military action

'Zheng (if)’ was premised on ‘Zheng (1E)' as its '
internal condition and manifested by ‘Zhen ()’




% Thankyou
for listening!
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