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Hello and welcome to Panorama I am your host Eden Hopkins and tonight I will be conducting an Indepth documentary about Woodstock 99 a three-day festival going from July 22nd – July 25th based in New York. This festival is known for its undepictable nature from start to finish. Even though the festival was in 1999 it has recently become a popular topic as Netflix has produced a documentary called Trainwreck: Woodstock '99 which includes interviews with all different members of staff involved with the festivals, media outlets that were recording the festival and internees that were guests to the festival.

Before I show a video on the most devastating things that happened in the festival, I will be giving some back story of the festival and the initial idea and vision for the festival.  ‘Woodstock 1999 began promising three days of “peace, love and music.”’ (Echarri, M (2022) from the success of ‘The original Woodstock featured peace and love’ (Echarri, M (2022) trying to encourage an agenda such as ‘hippies mobilizing against the Vietnam War. Michael Lang promoted all that in a display of quixotic countercultural entrepreneurship, but he took heavy losses and only recovered his investment over 10 years later through sales of the film’s soundtrack and merchandise.’ (Echarri, M (2022) Even with the original Woodstock not being profitable the head of the festival thought they would be able to create the same experience with the late 90’s crowd but they didn’t anticipate how much more aggressive this crowd would be. 

Here is a video of the trailer of the documentary made that shows the initial vision and some of the major problems that happened during Woodstock.

One of the first major problems to occur in Woodstock is that festival goers were not allowed to bring in food and drink into the festival. Any food and drink were confiscated at the festival gates causing the festival guests were only able to obtain food and drink from venders inside of the festival. Due to the festival being in the middle of the summer temperature was sky high one festival attendee stated that "It was so hot that you literally needed to drink a gallon of water an hour yourself to stay hydrated," said Sara, who attended Woodstock '99 as a teenager. "There were definitely fountains there. But there was at least a 25-minute wait . . . So, we went to get just a simple bottle of water. Nobody could afford that water." (Saha, J (2022) this should have been the first thing to consider as a crisis with the festival as looking at the demographic of attendees, they were university and college students meaning that there income would not be able to afford the prices inside the festival leaving a lot of people without food and water causing friction and aggression mixed with the heat.  ‘The average price for a bottle of water in the late '90s was around 65 cents. At Woodstock '99, however, a single bottle cost an astounding $4.00, which then went up to $12.00 when vendors ran low on stock. Per old footage featured in the documentary, one concertgoer complained that a small drink and a measly side salad cost $9.00 in total.’ (Saha, J (2022) Making water inaccessible to festival attendees when it is a basic human need shows how badly the festival was heading raising an item price due to low stock shows how profit was more important than the safety of attendees. 

Another problem that occurred is how bad behaviour was not addressed in the festival by security ‘One of the main questions that was asked after the chaos of Woodstock ‘99 was, “Where was the security?" Security was present, but it was ineffectual at best.
“They had this security force called the ‘Peace Patrol’, and based on the reporting we've done, they didn’t hire the best and the brightest.” Security guards were housed in dilapidated conditions and there were stories of some trashing the accommodation.’ (RNZ Music (2019) This is a major risk for the festival as there were over 200,000 festival attendees and not any capable security guards to look after the attendees and make sure that there were not any major health and safety risks. When the crowd was going crazy especially when Limp Biskit was performing people were crowd surfers on plank boards and climbing on the stage scaffolding. None of the security was present which should have been a major risk factor before the festival was planned. That should have been a sign for the festival to be closed early. 

Another video I have found during my investigation is of the crowd talking about the chaos that happened during the last night which I will be going into more detail about. 

The major conscience of the whole festival was the crowd management since the crowd pretty much had free range of everything in the festival it turns into a full-blown riot by the last night leading to many fires around the festival and many properties being damaged by festival attendees. 
This fires happened due to ‘a peace-promoting group called Pax handed out candles meant to be lit as a sort of mass statement during the Peppers' performance of "Under the Bridge." They were lit, all right – just not in the way anyone intended.’ (Giles, J (2015) due to the candles being handed out to every attendee about seven fires broke out at the same time. ‘By the time the band reached its closing number, a horrifically, unintentionally ironic cover of Jimi Hendrix's "Fire," the candles had been used to torch everything from the mountains of garbage to sections of the plywood "Peace Fence" erected to keep non-ticketholders from entering, and crowds ran riot over the festival grounds, looting ATMs and destroying vendor tents.’ (Giles, J (2015) 

The crisis of this festival could have been avoided many times due to better planning of the actual food and water, facilities and security as so many festivals have been produced further down the line with the same capacity number and it has been a positive experience. 
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