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ABSTRACT 
This literature review aims to enlighten, expose, and give refection on the nature and prevalence of child sexual abuse and exploitation in the UK and internationally. By examining the projected evidence from serious case reviews, governmental figures, and agency reports. Together with inserts from general discourse reflecting a populist view. This literature review will portray the thoughts of professionals and academics who have acquired data through various studies. One leading author suggests that 'Child sexual abuse is an international problem of staggering proportions. In the UK one in 20 children have been sexually abused’ (Carpenter, 2016, cited in University of Bristol 2018). While international meta-analysis studies ‘show an estimated 7.9% of males and 19.7% of females universally faced sexual abuse before the age of 18 years’ (Whibey, 2011, cited in Singh, et al, 2015). This data gives awareness to the importance of this review to give a comprehensive picture across the targeted field of study. Investigating subjects such as grooming gangs, The legal position, and interventions in abuse reduction. It is perceived that this literature review with give a greater insight and a broader depth of knowledge to the reader.
ACRONYM 
CEOP 

Child Exploitation and Online Protection Centre 

CPS 

Crown Prosecution Service

CSA

Child Sexual Abuse

CSE     
Child Sexual Exploitation

CST 

Child sex Tourism 

ECPAT 
Every Child Protected Agaist Trafficking 

FMU 

Forced Marriage Unit 

LA

Local Authority

LAC

Looked After Children 

NCA

National Crime Agency 

NSPCC
National Society for the Protection of Cruelty to Children

SCR

Serious Case Reviews 

UKCCIS
The UK council for child internet safety 
UNCRC 
United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child 
1. INTRODUCTION 
This dissertation will critically review the current contexts of sexual offences against children and young persons. The importance of this subject is highlighted by a range of high-profile abuse cases around Child Sexual Exploitation (CSE) and Child Sexual Abuse (CSA). These concerns have been brought to the public’s attention through comprehensive national media coverage Seriser, reported that ‘sensational sex crimes are prominent topics in news and entertainment media’ (Seriser, 2017, p.1). These incidents created an expansion in UK wide responses in police operations and investigations with examples like: Operation Span, in Rochdale, Operation Bullfinch, in Oxford and Operation Retriever, in Derby, all of which were conducted in 2012/13 (College of Policing, 2018). These investigations together with a nationwide joint venture, into online CSE between the Police and the National crime agency (NCA) in their Operation Notarise, to combat the rise of internet CSE and CSA (HMICFRS, 2018). These operational examples led to a series of convictions involving a range of perpetrators. Jeremy Brown MP stated that in 2012 there were 29,837 offenders on the violent and sex register who had convictions against children. (HC Deb 13 Dec 2012). These serious incidents have required the local Authorities (LA) to address their safeguarding and child protection policies. With 650,000 children in 2013/14 referred to an LA social services team with a safeguarding concern, according to the Working Together to Safeguard Children report (HM Government, 2015, p.7). Following the UK government amendments to legislation, and Acts of Parliament after reviews and inquiries such as “I thought I was anyone in the world” inquiry which looked at CSE in gangs and groups issued from the office of Children’s Commissioner (Berelowitz, et al, 2012). The significance of these incidents initiated the LA and independent compilers like safeguarding boards to conduct Serious Case Reviews (SCR) through internal agencies or third-party related organisations. An Example being, Operation Brooke conducted by the Police which undertook an investigation of CSE in Bristol in 2014 is one inquiry subjected to a SCR (Bristol Safeguarding Children Board, 2016). The literature review will firstly consider the legality Acts of Parliament and legislation around CSE and CSA giving insight to responses and recommendations and findings within them. This dissertation will focus examinations on roles, norms and values of sexual offences against children and young people. Considering investigations through SCR and relevant source material towards the role of perpetrators, both as single individuals and gang orientated groups. Giving a comparison between them and their involvement in CSE and CSA. It intends to inspect evidence around sexual trafficking and tourism involving children and young adults. Lastly researching interventions, programs, and responses towards sexual offences and exploring their outcomes. The results and discussion section of this literature review aims to examine emerging themes and exposed deliberations reflecting upon the potential influence of the findings in practice. Finally, this literature review in its recommendations and conclusions section will highlight changes to be made and followed to produce positive reductions in CSE and CSA crime in the future.
2. LITERATURE REVIEW 
2.1. Introduction 

The significance of the subject was first highlighted and published in 2000 in a UK wide study involving 9000 participants on the maltreatment of children (Cawson, et al, 2000). A significant first in the UK, conducted by an independent children’s charity, The National Society for the Protection of Cruelty to Children (NSPCC). With the original information in the report now becoming outdated, the charity commissioned a larger research-based study in 2011 (Radford, et al, 2011). Around the prevalence of neglect and child abuse, producing the most vigorous report of its type at the time of publication. Its key findings give relevance to the importance of this dissertation, their study emphasised that one in three children were sexually abused by an adult and did not tell anyone at the time of abuse. The report demonstrated clear associations, between sexual abuse and poor mental health amongst children (Radford, et al, 2011). As the qualitative research in both studies has now become dated, a more innovative overview report has been produced. Which is a comprehensive synopsis of child protection in the UK. The NSPCC key findings instigate that the charity’s helpline number responded to the highest ever number of contacts and shows an increase of reporting of child abuse in the years of 2016/17 (Bentley, et al, 2017). It correspondingly reports increases in police recordings of cruelty, neglect, and sexual offences, against children and young People, and rising numbers of children on protection registers. With an increase of Looked After children (LAC) in the UK. This factual data is concurred through Barnardo’s Children’s Charity, who in their model of practice report state that 2,486 children were contacted and helped through 40 specialist CSE services across the UK in 2015- 2016 (Shepherd, and Lewis, 2017, p. 5). NSPCC (2017) highlight the need for a new UK wide analysis by the UK Government to instigate a complete study to the extent of child abuse and neglect to give the clearest data available. This is something that the charity is calling for in their conclusions section of the report (Bentley, et al, 2017). Some evidenced quantitative data comes from The Office for National Statistics (ONS) (ONS, 2016, p.1) in its ‘Abuse during childhood crime survey’ in which it asked questions to ‘adult respondents aged 16 to 59 whether they had experienced a range of abuse while a child’. It reports that 7% of those questioned had experienced sexual assault; when looking at all types of sexual assaults ‘women were 4 times as likely as men to be a survivor of such abuse during childhood (11% compared with 3%)’ (ONS, 2016, p.1). It highlights that an estimated 567,000 adult women experienced this type of abuse in child hood compared to just 102,000 males. This previously researched data from these reports give evidence for the justification of the researcher to conduct this paper. Firstly, by emphasising definitions of what a sexual offence is when conducted against a child.

2.2. Sexual Offences against Children and Young People (SOaCYP): UK Definitions, Legal Context and the Role of Power and Control
With the advancement of technology ‘rapidly evolving’ in the 21st century and the rise constantly adapting since the turn of the millennium (Macnamara, 2010, p.160). Defining what constitutes a sexual crime in this computerised age of global instant communication can lead to confusion. In an in depth American study ‘88% of teen social media users believe people share too much information about themselves on social media’ (Lenhart, et al, 2015 p. 6). Where discrete broadcastings can travel between victims and perpetrators alike, unknown and unseen with little concept given towards the criminal offences that may be committed. By a mixture of adults, children, and adolescents instigating these sexual crimes. Greeney, & Hanson, in their study suggest that 

Forty-eight per cent of 14 - 17-year olds had at some point chatted online about the kinds of sexual things they would like to do with someone they were interested in, and 44% of this age group had done this in person (Greeney, and Hanson, 2017, p. 5).
With enforcement centring on CSE by adults against young victims, it is suggested that most of this online traffic is from the exploration of sexuality by juveniles being the greatest source of this sexual activity amongst adolescents. The UK Council for Child Internet Safety (UKCCIS) report in their guidance that ‘In the UK, 90% of 16-24-year olds and 69% of 12-15-year olds own a smartphone’ (UKCCIS 2018, online). Giving them the ability to quickly and easily create and share photos and videos explicitly of themselves or others ‘sexting’ and posting (Davidson, 2015, p .3). Where sexually charged texts and explicit images containing sexual content are transferred or posted on social media between themselves according to (Aiken, Moran, and Berry, 2011, cited in Sanders, 2016, p.11-12). With transference of sexual images of any persons being illegal in the UK for individuals under 18 the law has new provisions not to criminalise children (Childline, 2018).
Young people who take, possess or share sexual imagery of themselves, or peers, are breaking the law. This concept is recognised The National Police Chiefs Council (NPCC) has made clear that incidents involving youth produced sexual imagery should primarily be treated as a safeguarding issue (UKCCIS, no date pp. 6-9). 
New concepts and guidance in recording investigations into youth produced sexual imagery allows discretion by the police to instigate an action that the offence is not in the public interest and no prosecution would follow, even though evidence provides proof of the crime this is called Outcome 21 (UKCCIS, no date p. 9). In the UK the law governing sexual offences of any type is covered by the Sexual Offences Act (2003). A wide-ranging piece of primary legislation that contains many various statutes covering all crimes towards children and adults relating to sexual offences. The Act defines adults as those persons who are above 18 years, with the legal age for sex and sexual activity set at 16 years of age. This is known as the age of consent and applies for all UK citizens regardless of their sexuality, be it straight gay or bisexual. The Act contains 79 Sections concerning offences and an additional 60 Sections on notifications and orders. It sets out a range of definitions in Part 1 covering children, separating these by age range and types of offence. Sections 5-8 of the Act covers sexual offences against children under 13 years of age. Sections 9-15A cover child sexual offences, sections 16-24 cover abuse of a position of trust. With the final child Sections 25-29 covering familial child sexual offences. It indicates that any sexual activity with an individual under 16 is a criminal offence. This is extended to 18 years of age for those persons who commit offences while in a position of trust. Including those individuals who are in possession of or use sexually explicit images and sexual content in messages within the (Sexual Offences Act, 2003). The Act contains separate measures for youth crime. If youths engage in sex under the age of consent it would still be a criminal offence the CPS gives advice on circumstances involving youths in engaging in sexual activity. It asserts that its resolution is to protect children in the legislation and not to penalise them for sexual experimentation and consensual sexual activity between youths if there are no augmenting factors (CPS, 2017). With active considerations given around the ages of the parties involved and their closeness in age, for example a 14 and 15-year-old young person. These considerations are on the nature of the couple’s relationship combined with their maturity level. If there is any duty of care involvement and any implicated exploitation elements attached, then this would be a criminal offence (CPS, 2017). Regarding pubescent children, if genuinely consensual and they are close in both development and age between a Child under 13, and prosecution may not be appropriate and should be dealt instead by parents and external multi agency approaches (CPS, 2017). It relates that ‘children under the age of 13 should not be criminalised for sexual behaviour in the absence of coercion, exploitation or abuse of trust’ (CPS, 2017, online). With a large range of offences, the Act has some set definitions around sentencing giving regulation in Part 1 of the Sexual Offences Act (2003). For children under 13 these crimes carry maximum penalties and classifications under the heading of ‘grave crimes’ which are crimes of the most serious gravity in UK law (Bateman, cited in Goldson, 2013, p. 185). It expresses that
whether the child consented to the relevant act is irrelevant. A child under 13 does not, under any circumstances, have the legal capacity to consent to any form of sexual activity (West Midlands Safeguarding Children Procedures, 2018, Online).
For children under 13, Rape and assault by penetration carry a maximum penalty of life imprisonment. Offences involving sexual assault and incitement have maximum penalties of 14 years serving a custodial sentence. Other crimes against children under 16 including those crimes highlighted as ‘grave crimes’. The Act carries punishments of a maximum of 2 – 10 years’ incarceration for adults, through the Crown and County court system. For persons under 18 and where possible are to be prosecuted through the Youth courts which can better service their needs. However, the act stresses that if a youth is indicted of a grave crime then sentencing would pass to Crown court, and sentencing will be imposed as if they were 21 years of age rather than Youth court which is restricted to 2 years maximum provision (CPS, 2017). The legal provision in the UK involving children follows articles proposed by the United Nations Convention rights of the child (UNCRC), which were incorporated into UK law in 1992 Article 19 (Protection from all forms of violence) Article 34 (Sexual Exploitation) and Article 35 (Abductions sale and Trafficking) play key roles in child protection within the legality of legislation surrounding the acts of Parliament (UNCRC, 1989).
2.3. SOaCYP: Norms and Values and their Role in Offending Behaviour 
This dissertation explores norms in CSE and CSA in 
· Ethnicity

· Socioeconomic Factors
· Global inconsistencies
· Age

· Child Marriage and Religion 

Ethnicity

An individual’s ethnicity may impact upon the ability of the victim to go through a disclosure processes when the offences are committed by those persons who reside within the same cultural atmosphere (OOC, 2012 cited in Melrose, and Pearce, 2013). Or who portray the same ethnicity as the victim. O’Donoghue and Fanetti, (2016) in their work feature a sexual offence case between individuals of the same ethnicity dynamic, where the victim perceived that the crime did not occur due to a cultural ethnic norm. The case involved a Hispanic couple who formed a relationship between a 19-year-old male and a 13-year-old female whose parents were married at 14 years of age, this normalization in their culture did not raise any awareness risks and subsequently they did not consider the age difference in the daughter’s relationship to be an issue (Sutherland, 2003). While the female was truanting from school to meet with the boyfriend it was discovered by the school that they were sexually involved. The school notified the parents and the local authorities, and the male was arrested. In the investigations that followed the female was uncooperative and did not have any perception that any crime had been committed, stating she felt in love and expressed confusion over her partner’s arrest. The case emphasises the existence of a cultural ethnicity norm that may interfere with the legal process towards disclosure by the victim (Donoghue & Fanetti, 2016, p. 315). With research inconsistencies between ethnicity and child sexual abuse expressed in various studies one example by (Ullman, & Filipas, cited in Bryant-Davies, 2011, p. 79) concurs that in their study by participants in communities of White, Black, and Hispanic ethnicity showed no substantial difference between them in reporting and recognising child sex abuse. However, the study exposed some commonality between the ethnic groups expressing that the victims knew the perpetrators, and that it is generally accepted in the studies done, that the reporting of sexual abuse crimes by ethnic minorities is impaired.
Socioeconomic Factors

Nelson, (2005) raises discussion around social class factors and their link to CSE and CSA. Expressing that ‘child sexual abuse knows no class boundaries’. Illuminating that it is the failure of the population masses to perceive the extent of the connections to class oppression. Where the vulnerable underclasses of society and those children and youths contained in them are becoming prime targets. For influential high-status figures, together with power based, upper and middle-class persons committing abuse through individualism or organised abuse networks. With ‘droit de seigneur’ which translates according to Oxford Dictionary (2018) as ‘The alleged right of a medieval feudal lord to have sexual intercourse with a vassal's bride on her wedding night’ (Oxford University Press, 2018). Behaviour that is still seen as acceptable in some cultures (Jones, and Florek, 2015, p. 6). Making these victims who are armed with very little credibility, voiceless, and making them prime examples to experience CSE and CSA (Nelson, 2005, p. 390-391). Flowers (2004) harmonises with the author, he suggests in his older American work that studies in sex offender profiling show individuals who portray a low socioeconomic status. Or who are poorly educated and from a disadvantaged background, have a disproportion representation amongst offenders of sexual crime (Flowers, 1994). Levett, (2003, p. 62) extends this view in her South African reporting, she argues that it is a set of complicated issues and that contributions from ‘class and poverty are the main or soul reasons for sexually abuse phenomena’, explaining that the entire class structure is prone to all forms of sexual abuse. That the invisibility between the wealthiest and poorest of society is a common occurrence due to concealment by the affluent to protect family. Another factor is stigma by association with the victim, and the generation of interest it could accumulate if the abuse is exposed in the public domain (World Vision, 2016). Whereas the impoverished victim may not divulge abuses if income is generated from the perpetrators and confidence is perceived absent if they approach agencies and the police to be investigated (Levett, 2003). 
Global Inconsistencies
With CSA in all its forms and CSE becoming prevalent in the worldwide environment this has prompted an undertaking by Stoltenbrough et al, (2011) to conduct a global meta-analysis study of prevalence of child sexual abuse. Incorporating 28 years of studies between 1980 and 2008 with close to 10,000 participants. Its conclusion demonstrates that millions of children lives are being affected by CSA and CSE, it shows a sharp contrast towards insights in the 2009 studies of the 194 countries from the United Nations Convention on the rights of the child (UNCRC) who have signed up countries committed to actions to protect children. Stoltenborough, (2011) meta-analysis shows CSA self-reported prevalence in girls of between 164 -197/1000 and boys 66 – 88/1000. With Asia having the lowest rates while girls in Australia and boys in Africa projecting the highest, their study demonstrated that the estimates are a major global concern (Stoltenborough, et al. 2011). The United Nations (2014) gives some insight in their quantitative study ‘Hidden in Plain Sight’. Which gives a global picture of violence against children, its research suggests ‘that around 120 million girls under the age of 20 (about 1 in 10)’ have been subjected to a sexual act within their life. With higher rates of disclosure by girls than boys globally (UNICEF, 2014 p. 4). Its data demonstrates a forlorn reading within the African Nations, who have the highest prevalence rates amongst girls of CSE and sexual abuse, it shows in figure 4.1 in chapter 4 where the nation of Cameroon tops the table followed by other African countries (UNICEF, 2014, p. 61-67). In national American studies conducted by the National Child Abuse and Neglect Data system (NCANDS) (2016) in their annual child maltreatment report. It portrayed that 8.5% of reported interventions in 51 states were victims of child sexual abuse totalling 57,329 incidences in 2016; out of a population of 74,338,157 children across all America (NCANDS Child Maltreatment 2016, 3, p. 43). Mildred and Plummer’s, (2009) article looks at comparisons in child protection and welfare. Emphasising that in the westernised United States that it has a prevailing formalistic approach. While in Kenya a developing African country focuses on empowerment and community education to reduce exploitation and sexual abuse amongst children. The authors emphasise the merit of both approaches and express that developments within them could be of mutual benefit. To both nations in its policies and practices with a better understanding of each nation’s politics, culture, economics, and history can have a positive effect upon them (Mildred & Plummer, 2009). The World Congress III against Sexual Exploitation of Children and Adolescents that took place in Brazil in 2008 supports Mildred and Plummer’s (2009) Kenya Model it relays the benefit of a holistic approach in national protection of children from abuse. It stresses that social norms that have negative impacts towards children need addressing (WC III SECA, 2008). With emphasis on multiagency referrals and comprehensive support systems and services. In the UK there was significant change in working practice with a move away from silo working in the late 90s. Silo working involved individual professionals constrained to their own specialist teams. This only allowed contact by the Young Person (YP) or child with each individual service Leading to waiting lists for referrals to other appropriate agencies Frost, and Stein, (2009; p.24 cited in Caw, and Sebba, 2013). The move away from silo to a multidisciplinary approach which continues today allows agencies to integrate giving access to all the team and its required services in one place for the YP/ child. This practice change offers a more ‘holistic diagnosis’ to the needs of the individual ‘rather than the agency approach’ (Conradle, and Golding, 2013; p. 33-34).
Age
The age of individuals who experience CSA and CSE can have some association with the global inconsistencies by individual countries and their setting of the age of consent. Which governs the legality around sexual practice, with age 16 set as a president across most of the world for heterosexual sex (UNICEF, 2018; Online).   Although this is a voluntary measure as no international law exists to enforce it. With some nations having different consensual ages for gay and lesbian sex or making these acts illegal altogether. Protection of abuse coming from the UNCRC enforcing the rights of the child, it offers guidance on the pressures they face to have sex regardless the age of consent. Explaining that ‘the age of consent, whatever it may be in your country, certainly doesn't mean you should be having sex at that age’ (UNICEF, 2018; Online). The gatekeeping committee of the UNCRC ‘argues that countries with a low legal age of consent should raise it’ (UNICEF, 2018; Online). With some nations giving consensual age as low as 12 as in Angola while Japan is set at 13 (Carroll, 2018). Most of the South American countries settling on 14 together with some European countries like Germany, Portugal, and Italy (Dugan, 2013). These differences in consensual age offers defences to perpetrators when accused of sexual crimes when the victim’s age is close to the consensual age. Smith-Spark (2004) in her popular discourse reporting gives insight to the challenges this presents. A case of seven men in the Pitcairn, islands a southern hemisphere British held territory where underage sex, was a traditional norm according to the female relations of the accused men who insist it was consensual Act according to marks, in her discourse (Marks, 2008). Pitcairn’s locality emphasises the point where the direction of travel offers difference in consensual age with that of Peru being 12 and New Zealand being 16 (Smith-Spark, 2004). Nelson, (2004; Cited in Smith-Spark, 2004) gives a view expressing that ‘“these arguments are made by men who want to have sexual access to children”’ highlighting the rise of acceptance and the associated dangers of respecting cultural and religious arguments around consent. The UK government response to Pitcairn after the conviction in 2006 of nine men after Police Operation Unique. In 2010 it actively engaged the Pitcairn community in child safety improvements. It delivered a constitution provision on children’s rights which is now in place. With New Zealand offering safeguarding training to child safeguarding workers on the Island and professionals visiting the Pitcairn Islands (The 2010 Foreign & Commonwealth Office Report, 2011, p. 115).
Child Marriage and Religion
Child marriage is another defence used by individuals who then engage in sexual activity with their child brides and is global phenomenon. Lemmon and EIHarke (20-14, p. 4) suggest that ‘Child marriage is highly correlated with domestic and sexual violence, as girls who are married as children are more likely to be abused’. With highest prevalence rates across the continents of Africa, The Americas, and Asia, according to Girls Not Brides (2012). Who with their data combined from its global partnership suggests that ‘12 million girls are married under the age of 18 every year’ (Girls Not Brides 2012, online). Vogelstien, (2013) corresponds stating that Child marriage is a human rights violation and is a complex issue to combat, involving gender equality, poverty, cultural traditions, insecurity, and lack of education beings the main drivers (Vogelstien, 2013). Girls not Brides, (2012) continue to give a view on combat techniques in their work stating, ‘no one option provides an answer to the challenges of child marriage’ (Girls Not Brides 2012, online). UNCIEF, (2005) advocate that ‘Education is the key to ending child marriage’ UNCIEF, 2005, p. 6) Lemon, and EIHarkle, (2014) supplement and emphasise that changes in attitude, and a strong education structure combined with economic incentive and mixtures of legal policy and its enforcement. Will help eradicate child marriage practices across the global communities where cultural philosophy and economic gains are embedded (Lemmon, and EIHarake, 2014, p.5). The UK holds a strong commitment to eliminating forced marriage both in law with the Antisocial Behaviour Crime and Policing Act (2014) and through a specialist unit. The forced marriage unit (FMU). To tackle the issue both abroad and in the UK making forced marriage a criminal offence. Including crimes of breaching a protection order, removing a person to marry overseas or marrying someone who lacks the capacity to consent. These offences can result up to 7 years imprisonment (GOV UK, 2017). The Home Office, (2017) gives empirical statistics for the forced marriage unit (FMU). It states that there were 371 cases involving victims below 18 years of age with 157 cases, handled by the FMU entirely in the UK. It also portrays figures for advice and support, stating 15% of cases were below 16 years of age totalling 220 enquiries (Home Office, 2017). Religion and religious faith holds links and ties throughout its history with CSE and CSA in its communities according to (Trothen, 2012) she continues ‘child sexual abuse by trusted leaders and religious institutions can be shattering’ (Trothen 2012, p.1). Hidalgo (2012) expresses in her work that the Catholic church hierarchy operated a classified system to keep sexual abuse by its staff secret until ‘exposure by secular media and civil justice system forced its hand’ to divulge prevalence (Hidalgo, 2012, p.10). In Ireland, the report of the commission to inquire into child abuse (2009) effectively known as the Ryan report investigated institutions, it found that management of religious orders were aware of sexual abuse and did not act appropriately. With CSA endemic in boy’s institutions and in the girl’s schools, pupils were subjected to predatory sexual abuse by employees and visitors (Department of Health and Children, 2009). Keennan, (2013) harmonises with the Ryan report stating that the institutions ‘learnt no limits’ and it became ‘normal practice’ to abuse (keennan, 2013, p. 8). ‘The Roman Catholic Church, which has involved an estimated 16,000 victims and 3700 Roman Catholic clergy’ in instances of sexual abuse (Bishop Accountability 2011; Bohm et al. 2014 cited in Denney et al, 2017, online). Doyle, (2013) finds that paedophilic criminals might try to defend their conduct on cultural or religious grounds, these excuses can delay and instigate failures from safeguarding professionals to be fully aware of the abuse nature (Doyle, 2013, p. 49).
2.4. SOaCYP: Grooming Gangs in UK 
Perception within children’s agencies and public awareness of grooming gangs or what has now become became known as ‘localised grooming’, or ‘on street grooming’, to differentiate it from ‘online grooming’ experiences (Child Exploitation and Online Protection Centre (CEOP) cited in Hallett, 2017, p. 33). By gangs of male perpetrators reached a high in 2010 to 2014 with police investigating 54 alleged child grooming gangs across 27 police forces according to (Lord Morris, Cited in BBC 2013). These events follow from the convictions of copious offenders in large scale sex crime cases involving groups of men in the vicinity located to the committed crime. Lord Taylor, (2013) confirmed that 2,409 children have been victims of CSE by groups and gangs between 2010 and 2011 (Lord Taylor, cited in BBC 2013). With alarms raised in the ways groups of sexual criminals effectively target and groom vulnerable pubescents youths, and teenagers by constructing a relationship to invite trust and then perpetrating them in sexually related act’s (Craven, Brown, and Gilchrist, 2006, pp 32-39). The nature of localised grooming and its starting point can be accredited to a key juncture in November 2010, in Derby where 70 offences were committed by 9 males against girls aged 12-18. At the time 27 victims came forward and supplied evidence enabling 15 secured convictions against the men following Operation Retriever by Derbyshire Police, who stated that this was ‘the most horrendous case of sexual exploitation they had ever faced’ (Derby city Council online cited in Great Britain: Parliament: House of Commons: Home Affairs Committee 2013, p. 5). Although this scandal was the first to highlight the existence and prosecute offenders of grooming crimes involving CSE other parts of the UK were experiencing a much bigger prevalence in grooming gang culture Newcastle and Telford are examples that have experience of large scale CSE. In Newcastle through ‘Police Operation Sanctuary’ where it led to 30 arrests according to its SCR author (Spicer, 2018, p. 7). While in Rotherham, which is the UK current largest CSE case, the independent inquiry estimates that 1400 children were affected by CSE from 1997 to 2013 (Jay, 2014). The British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) reports (2018) that a new inquiry headed by Rotherham chair Alexis Jay, is due to begin investigations in the autumn of 2018 towards Police Operation Chalice, who’s prosecuted criminal perpetrators ‘may have targeted 100’ victims in Telford (BBC 2018, online). Public attention and outpouring of ‘rage’ was given premise within the Yorkshire town of Rochdale. Where documented failings were shown across multiagency involvement’s, the SCR concluded that there was ‘weaknesses and failings, across all agencies at an organisational level’ (Rochdale Borough safeguarding children’s board 2013). Together with Greater Manchester Police in the handling of the case were exposed through their operations known as ‘Operation Span’ (Greater Manchester Police 2016, online). Assistant chief constable Dawn Copley (2016) specified ‘I want to start by saying we openly acknowledged that mistakes were made victims were let down’ (Greater Manchester Police 2016, online). These inconsistences in the case and the subsequent outcomes around the gang and the investigation led to major media coverage across the British press rising racial tensions. Cockbain, (2013, online) suggests that ‘current fixation with grooming and ‘Asian sex gangs’ are shown to further a political agendum and legitimise thinly veiled racism’. The BBC commissioned a production of a hard-hitting drama titled Three Girls (2017), which gave the viewer an uncomfortable truthful insight to the story from the victim’s viewpoint and an acumen to the mistakes that were made. Main character actress Maxine Peake, (2017) stated that ‘“Nobody seemed interested in helping these girls who were in desperate situations”’ (Peake, 2017 cited in Masters, 2017, online).
2.5. SOaCYP: Lone Perpetrator in UK
According to the Education Secretary Michel Grove, (2012) in his speech on child protection he suggests that 
The majority of perpetrators sexually assault children known to them, with about 80 per cent of offences taking place in the home of either the offender or the victim (Grove, 2012, online). 
The NSPCC (2018) agrees stating that ‘90% of abuse was carried out by someone the victim knows, and a large proportion of that occurs within families’ (NSPCC cited in BBC Wales 2018). Its statements made to raise awareness that Family based CSA is the most prevalent in the UK and that it has been side-track by the modern focus of the institutional gatekeepers and government enforcers towards exploitation by celebrities and CSE (Laing, 2018 cited in BBC wales 2018). High profile individual cases involving celebrities made a national media storm in public discourse reporting across the UK (Jones, 2014). Giving a new awareness of CSE to the general population one such incident is Police Operation Yew Tree (2012) which concentrated on Jimmy Savile, and others it secured convictions agaist Garry Glitter, Max Clifford, Rolf Harris, Stuart Hall, and Dave lee Travis who were all high-profile figures in the entertainment industry according to reports in popular discourse (Evans, 2015). With Savile, Hall, and Travis linked to the BBC. The BBC Trust instructed Dame Janet Smith, to head a review. With investigations from Dame Linda Dobbs, (2016) to investigate and report in to Savile’s and Hall’s, long working associations with the BBC. Smith transcribes to Lord Hall, BBC director general ‘Giving recognition of them as serial abuses and why they remained undetected for decades’ (Smith, 2016). Lord Hall, (2016) in response ‘The BBC accepts Dame Janet's conclusions and recommendations in full’ and ‘Today, we are hearing the worst’ (Hall, 2016). Smith, (2016) found that Savile abused 72 known victims and raping 8 of them with the youngest victim of rape being aged 10. With the majority of the offences in the 1970s in connection to its music chart show Top of the pops programme. Hall’s offences were not so prolific as Savile’s, he abused 21 girls the youngest of whom was 10 and 8 of the 21 being under 16. The report is damming in its portrayal of miss management and failings by the BBC with many condemnations to be acted on (Smith, 2016). Savile, who was shown to be a prolific sex offender and a paedophile for over 50 years, even though he was never convicted of any offence during his lifetime. In Her Majesty’s Inspectorate Constabulary (HMIC) report titled “mistakes were made” (2013) the Report gives a precise reasoning to the challenges and failings in securing a conviction for Savile. With 214 allegations considered to be crimes brought forward in the operation and only 5 allegations ever made from all 43 polices forces between 1955 – 2009, highlighting serious failings within police procedures leading to many recommendations to be made (HMIC 2013, online). These failures led to better police recordings of sexual incidents and crime, this can be shown as a factor in the rise of police recorded sexual offences in 2017. ONS figures (2018) show a rise of 14% totalling 80,001 offences and a 15% rise in rape to 41,186. From these figures around one third 41% and 6129 offences were against children according to (ONS 2018). Although shocking, 27% of the total figures were reported in 2017 but were from historic sexual crimes. The depravity accolated to the UK most prolific paedophile held no boundaries and came to light on his arrest in 2014. Richard Huckle was given 22 life sentences at the old Baily with a minimum term of 25 years to be served. He prayed on improvised children in Kuala Lumper posing as a Christian English teacher (kirk, 2016). DS Long for the NCA stated that he ‘based his whole life around the abuse of children’ (Long, 2016, cited in kirk, 2016). Committing his crimes between 2004 – 2014, ‘Huckle has admitted 71 child sex offences, including multiple rapes, against 23 identified children aged between six months and 12 years old’ (Payton 2016). Leading to outcry and a tightening of child safety in Malaysia ‘It has been argued that the current law does not adequately protect women and children in the Malaysian society’ (Shukor, et al, 2017). Huckle Was deeply involved with the dark side of the internet a ‘world of complete freedom and anonymity’ and ‘outside of society’s norms’ according to Bartlett, (2014, p.3) he foretells that it is an ‘ realm of imagined criminals and predators of all shapes and sizes’ (Bartlett, 2014, p.3) Huckle, was prone to posting remarks on the encrypted dark web and keeping 20,000 images and videos on his laptop (McVeigh, 2016). Ofcom in its media use survey produced figures that 99% of 12 - 15-year olds go online for 21 hours a week and 74% of these have a social media profile (Ofcom, 2017, p. 2). The report stated that ‘one in ten say they have seen something of a sexual nature (Ofcom, 2017, p. 15). A risk that is now well established with the rise of online grooming of children. Lewis, (2017) in her discourse reporting in Wales highlights that ‘Grooming offences have risen by more than 200% in one year’ (Lewis, 2017 online). This rise can be linked to new legislation instigated through NSPCC Flaw in the law campaign (2014), in which they campaigned for a new law that prevents sexual communication with a child. NSPCC, CEO Peter Wanlness, affirms  “”This law will give police in England and Wales the powers they need to protect children from online grooming, and to intervene sooner to stop abuse before it starts”” (Wanlness, 2017, cited in Ministry of Justice 2017, online) Martellozzo, (2013) gives a view that internet child sex offenders fall into two types being those who download and distribute illegal images and videos, and those who target and groom children for CSE and CSA (Martellozzo, 2013).
2.6. Cultural Norms and Values: Child Trafficking and Child Sex Tourism 
One development that became exposed through police operation span in Rochdale and in correlation with the UKs largest CSE Gang based investigation in Police operations Clover, Stovewood, And Monroe in Rotherham (NCA 2015). Where it discovered elements of localised trafficking of children within the county of Yorkshire. Breaking UNHCR (2006) guidelines and the Palermo Protocol which gives a special case for children around exploitation.

Any child transported for exploitative reasons is considered to be a trafficking victim – whether or not s/he has been deceived, because it is not considered possible for children to give informed consent.

(Palermo Protocol Article 3 UN Convention, 2000, Cited in London Safeguarding Children’s Board 2009).
The grooming gangs transported the girls to unfamiliar towns for CSA in exchange for money to the gang by the perpetrators. Subsequently making the reluctant victims more compliant to their advances so not be left stranded in different towns. Instigating confusion in detection and investigations, as the victim may not recall the information of where the CSA Occurred (Braley, and Cockbain, 2014, p. 175). The London safeguarding children’s board (2009) provides a list of drivers around internal child trafficking this is shown in appendices 6.1 taken from the London trafficked Children toolkit (2009). Trafficked children coming into the UK and those trafficked here should be protected under The Modern Slavery Act (2015), which repels varies statutes and sections in other Acts. The NCA National Referral Mechanism Statistics End of Year Summary 2016 gives some disturbing statistics on trafficked children. It focusses that the UK is the foremost country of origin, with a total of 255 referrals made. A 100.8 % increase on 2015 and of these 203 were female and 12 males equalling a 104.85 % increase for UK Nationals trafficked for CSE. While non-UK nationals showed a 31.3 % increase on the previous year, made up of 118 females and 29 males (NCA 2017 online). Every child Protected Against Trafficking (ECPAT) (2016) report ‘Heading Back to Harm’ presents some quantitative data sets on children, it suggests that 590 children were identified or suspected as trafficked. Of these 28%, 167 went missing at least once from 39 LA. The report also assigns figures on unaccompanied children, there were 4744 individuals with 13% 593 who went missing at least once from 74 LA. It states that field professionals identified that ‘Not being identified as a potential victim of trafficking was found to be a key risk to a child going missing from care’ (Simon, Setter, and Holmes, 2016, pp. 13-15). While the children and YP suggested that the ‘Control and influence of traffickers’ as the main reason for leaving care environments (Simon, Setter, and Holmes, 2016, pp. 13-15). Child sex tourism (CST) has become a globalised problem, although illegal and outlawed across the globe, it remains a driving force in countries who are economically disadvantaged (Fitzgerald, and Crossman, 2017, p. 250) The united nations office of the high commissioner gives some background in estimates that CST involves 2 million children globally each year, with the highest risk factor towards CST being to those children who are poverty stricken, or victims of abuse already (OHCHR 2013). They further suggest that in official recordings males from the industrialised nations are the main offenders although, there is no single profile of a CST offender they could any age, single, or married male with a 5% or under estimated number of females (OHCHR, 2013). With CST prominent in coastal areas with children seeking out tourists for financial gain due to disparity between traditional incomes and CST income. Jones, (2006) suggests that 10 to 15000, 12 to 18-year-old girls are involved along Kenya’s coastline (Jones, 2006, cited in Fitzgerald and Crossman 2017, p.150). Suda, in her 2001 work supplements with Jones, she gives a statement ‘in Africa, about 41% (80 million) of the children aged 5-14 are involved in exploitative and hazardous forms of work’ including ‘children in commercial sex work’ (Suda, 2001, online). CST can exist on any continent it has been reported in 62 countries according to the Trafficking in persons report (TIP) (2004) these include: Brazil, Cuba, Dominican Republic, Gambia, Cameroon, Kenya, Cambodia, Philippines, India, Thailand and Vietnam Bulgaria, Estonia, to highlight a few (TIP report 2004).
2.7. Responding to Sexual Offences against Children and Young People: Interventions that Work

Deliberations and strong debate have come from many agencies, the media and influential independents across the UK towards the prevalence of CSE and CSA. With the introduction in 2011 of ‘The National Action Plan’ stating that an assumption of CSE is occurring in their area, agencies and safeguarding boards should review their policies (Barnardo’s 2012, p.2). The Home Secretary Amber Rudd (2017) agrees that children should be completely free from ““sexual abuse, exploitation and trafficking. Something that should go without saying, but sadly that’s not the case”” expressing ““There’s more to do”” (Rudd, 2017 cited in The Home Office, 2017). Considering these announcements, The Home office (2017) declared a new £40m package of measures in child protection to combat all forms of CSE. Including a centre of expertise, combined with the introduction of new independent child trafficking advocates (ICTA). With a £20 million allocation for the NCA to tackle online CSE (The Home Office 2017). One such intervention that has now been issued through governmental legislation in 2017. Is a new offence of ‘Sexual Communication with a child’ and has now become full law (Ministry of Justice, 2017). It carries imprisonment of two years for offences against it (Ministry of Justice, 2017). Justice Secretary Elizabeth Truss (2017) expressed ““This new offence will give courts the powers to jail anyone who sends a sexual communication to a child – and stop the process of grooming before it starts”” (Truss 2017 cited in Ministry of Justice, online, 2017). This UK governmental intervention together with third sector partnerships gives optimism towards CSE eradication. Through packages of education and social awareness programs to allow better protection and easier reporting, allowing more prosecutions of perpetrators who engage in CSE (NSPCC 2018). The report of the Global Alliance against Child Sexual Abuse Online by the European commission (2012) launched a new initiative to combat global sexual exploitation of children through online activity by setting targets and goals with commitments from 63 countries, 30 non-governmental organisations (NGO) and 20 technology companies engaged to eliminate online CSE internationally (European Commission 2012). These along with approaches like National Child Sexual Exploitation Awareness Day which is the 18th march, now extend to a week in 2018 give greater campaign perception (Bennet, 2018). The CPS has produced quantitative statistics that show these interventions amongst others are having effect on prosecutions, it reports Child sexual abuse prosecutions have risen by 82% and convictions by 89% over the decade, and ‘by 15.5% and 15.7% respectively over the last year, the highest volume ever’ (CPS 2017 online). With convictions of More than 13,700 for overall sexual offences, a 14% rise since 2015/16 (CPS 2017 online). They suggest that victims and survivors of CSE and CSA are more cooperative to report crimes and pursue justice outcomes (CPS 2017 online).
2.8. Conclusion

This literature review aimed to find reflections and effects of CSA and CSE, in the UK making comparisons against the global picture. Throughout the UK CSA and CSE has been a problem. With sharp rise in frequency in the last two decades, (Radford, et al, 2011) who reviewed earlier cases and highlighted the extensive problem bringing to light many key areas of concern. The correlation between CSA/ CSE and poor mental health is a significant factor for children. It is only in recent findings where research discovered the prevalence of CSA and CSE is rising at an alarming rate, with more cases being taken to court (Bentley, et al, 2017). With gender factors crucial in the reporting of abuse, with females outstripping males considerably. The rapidly growing ease of communication available to younger children via mobile phones and social media increases the amount of risks children take, they readily divulge images to each other using these methods (Lenhart et al 2015). Nearly half of teenagers have talked about sexual behaviours online (Greeney, and Hannon, 2017; Davidson, 2015). To help combat online grooming the UK government legislation has criminalised the sharing of sexually explicit pictures for an individual under 18 years old (Childline 2018; UKCCIS no date,). The Sexual Offences Act (2003) clearly defines the age of consent at 16 making the type of offences according to severity and age. With offences towards children under 13 being the most severe. It also highlights crimes if person was in a position of trust and incorporates a separate section on youth crime, especially if consent and age of both persons are under 18 years of age (CPS 2017). The CPS considers factors around the circumstances combined with the age of both parties if under 13, their emotional stability, and maturity, deciding then if prosecution should be enforced (CPS 2017 online). In global domains this review found that ethnicity issues arose where the crime is seen as a cultural norm effecting its disclosure (Sutherland. 2003) and (Bryant-Davies, 2011). Global reporting of CSA and CSE was originally thought to be country specific (UNCRC). However, this has been shown to be a global problem (Stoltenbough, et al, 2011). Kenya, one country which has taken on early education and empowerment for children which has shown positive effects (Mildred, and Plummer, 2009). The movement from specialist silo to multi agency involvement has improved waiting times (Frost, and Stein, 2009), together with better communication, and therapeutic approaches for the child (Conradle and Golding, 2013). Age of consensual sex although 16 in most global areas, it is culturally much younger in certain countries which is being contested to adopt a global age (UNICEF 2018 online). There is an alarming high correlation between child marriage and domestic and sexual violence according to (Lemon and ElHarke 2014; Girls not Brides 2012). Religious organisations having access to children have higher incidents reported of CSA (Deney, 2017). It is found that institutions that are gender specific have higher incidents of CSA (Keenan 2013). Prevalence amongst grooming gangs reached a high between 2010 and 2014 (Lord Morris, Cited in BBC 2013). With failings, across the board in the treatment of child victims and the effectiveness of investigations (Greater Manchester Police 2016, online; Rochdale Borough safeguarding children’s board 2013). With CSE and CSA crimes are being perpetrated by individuals known to the victims through the family environment. A range of high-profile celebrity cases brought forward public interest and scandalised, a trusted and loved institution in the BBC (Smith; Dobbs, 2016) The literature review found improvements in police recording with an increase of 14% (ONS 2018) although, it is noted more work is needed around online prevention. Amongst 10% of children reporting seeing offensive material (Ofcom 2017, p.15). There is new legislation coming into force to combat online grooming its effect will need careful monitoring (Wanlness, 2017, cited in Ministry of Justice 2017, online). The review found that localised trafficking of children became a significant constant in grooming gang culture, according to reports. with many drivers being used, highlighting the associated to the risks it portrays (Braley, and Cockbain, 2014, p. 175; The London safeguarding children’s board, 2009). Studies indicate that the UK is the preferred point of entry large increases in trafficking referrals and high numbers of lost children in care (NCA 2017 online; Simon, Setter, and Holmes, 2016, pp. 13-15). Overall conclusions of the literature review show that CSE and CSA were not tackled when first discovered, and the rise of Internet has led to new risks being developed making thousands of victims globally out of innocent children. Adding to the numbers already affected from single perpetrators and the last 2 decades cluster of grooming gangs. This review did find solutions in combating CSE and CSA that are now implemented producing positive results. Giving higher arrest rates on perpetrators and rises in convictions on a year-on-year basis. Findings in the studies show significance of CSE and CSA Future protection being formulated and delivered through education packages towards young minds globally and in the UK. 
3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
3.1. Introduction 
This section of the literature review aims to enlarge debate and investigations of 3 themes. That the leading review found but were not explored or fully scrutinised in the primary body of research. The first theme will discuss aspects of media reporting incorporated around grooming gang culture emphasising, the surrounding discourse that this created. The second theme will concentrate on prevention and implementation processes towards CSE and CSA that have been concluded from various SCR and reports. The final theme of this section will address aspects of sexual tourism exploring reduction techniques and involvements to combat its prevalent growth.
3.2. Theme 1 UK Grooming gang media reporting and reaction in communities  
With convictions of many of the grooming gang members being of Asian descent or of Pakistani heritage. Brayley, and Cockbain, (2012) in their work expose offender ethnicity ‘As with most crime, the groups were largely ethnically similar. The most common single ethnicity group was Asian’ (Brayley, Cockbain, 2012, online). CEOP (2011) gives statistics on ethnicity of gang members. But highlight that conclusions cannot be drawn from the data due to inconsistencies in its collection from police forces. Out of 1217 offenders 30% 367 were white, 28 % Asian, 11 being Bangladeshi, 45 Pakistani, and 290 Asian other. On victims it portrays figures of 61% white, 3 % Asian, and 33 % other out of 2,083 (CEOP 2011, cited in BBC 2012). A report by Quilliam (2017) gives evidence it found that ‘84% of ‘grooming gang’ offenders were South Asian, while they only make up 7% of total UK population’ (Quilliam 2017). The UK press and media exposure around the peak of grooming gang activity. With reporting headlines of ‘Asian grooming’ instigated divisions within communities and inspired malicious comments and actions by individuals, social and political groups across multimedia platforms. Comments from Jack Straw the former the home security in 2011, fuelled debate in which he stated “” there is a specific problem which involves Pakistani heritage men... who target vulnerable young white girls”” he continued “” they see these young women, white girls who are vulnerable, some of them in care... who they think are easy meat””. (Straw, 2011, cited in BBC 2011). Evens (2015) in his discourse reporting express, that detailed police reports in 2010 evidencing the Birmingham, grooming gang were not made public. For the potential fear of inflaming racial tension and creating backlash against the predominantly law abiding Asian community, so close to the 2010 general election (Evans, 2015). Miah, (2015) in his work makes a point he cites Harker, (2012) who 
notes how similar incidents of CSE and grooming involving non‐Asian men in a number of towns and cities in the UK do not receive similar, sensationalised news reporting and commentary (Harker, 2012 cited in Miah, 2015, p. 54).
Bhatia, Poynting, and Tufail, highlight, that it is political correctness and fear of being branded racist that influenced reporting after the publication of the Jay report and the Casey report into Rotherham Council (Jay; Casey, 2014, cited in Bhatia, Poynting, and Tufail, 2018). With both authors underlining political correctness, fear against tackling ethnic grooming crime in Rotherham. The reports, once published increased racist comments by the public in discourse according to (Bhatia, Poynting, and Tufail, 2018). Cockbain, 2013 gives a view in the times newspaper article that first introduced the idea of ‘Asian sex gang’ (The Times, 2011, Cited in Cockbain, 2013) to the general public. She exorcises ‘The article highlights a fundamental tension in the grooming discourse, showing that claims of a uniquely racial crime threat are ill founded’ (Cockbain 2013, online).
3.3. Theme 2 lessons to be learnt, approaches in prevention and the detection of CSE and CSA 
With so many enquiries and reports highlighting an atmosphere of injustice around incidents and ultimately failings within the police and LA to prevent CSE and CSA happening. Safeguarding boards around the country, local government and the UK government have taken on recommendations towards the prevention and ultimately convictions of perpetrators. Some of the issues arise from the fact that there is no unified CSE UK definition to date, this creates a confusion with different policies in England and Wales (Kelly, Kairika, 2017) although they express there is commonality. One aspect that requires investigation is what can be learnt from perpetrators of CSE related offences Drummond, Southgate, and NACRO (2018) in their reporting make a key finding that. ‘There are currently no specific interventions delivered in prison, probation or the community for perpetrators of contact CSE’. They continue to express that there is confusion over definition of CSE remains, and that there are significant gaps in known knowledge about perpetrators (Drummond, Southgate, and NACRO 2018). One future intervention from the UK government that will lead to better reporting and understanding of CSE and CSA. Reducing the risks to children becoming potential victims, has been issued by the children’s Commissioner in the preventing child sexual abuse report they highlight. The importance of universal age-appropriate education and that it has an important role, therefore from September 2019 relationship education will become compulsory in all schools (Children’s Commissioner 2017). The UK government has undertaken a considerable set of measures to tackle the problem of CSE and CSA, understanding some of the incidences and mistakes made. In its progress report tackling child sex exploitation, (2017) an update to the original investigations, the report highlights three strategic objectives for future development. These are tackling offending, reducing vulnerability, and supporting victims and survivors. One intervention towards these objectives is in the creation of a national ongoing police operation hydrant, it aims to collaborate between all forces on investigations of historical abuse involving institutions. This large operation to date is investigating 843 institutions, 319 persons of these 91 individuals are involved in politics and 157 individuals from TV film or radio backgrounds. Operation hydrant also serves as a centre of learning and best practice. The report states ‘the police service has acknowledged its previous mistakes in relation to these cases and is changing its approach’ (HM government 2017, p.12).
3.4. Theme 3 Supply and demand reductions to limit child sexual tourism 
The last 20 years has seen colossal developments in tourism across the globe which has subsequently has increased international tourists to immense numbers. With ‘527 million in 1995 to 1.135 million in 2014’ and this influx brings with it major financial gain for the countries involved. But at the absence of child protection policies and procedures with governments who only see the tourist money according to (Hawke, and Rapheal, 2016, p. 15). Wong, (2005) suggests that ‘2-14% of the gross domestic product (GDP) of Thailand, Philippines, Malaysia and Indonesia is derived from sex tourism’ (Wong, 2005 cited in Eaglen, and Maccarrone-Eaglen, 2005 p. 2). To combat sexual tourism a global approach is needed with a combination of matched up legislation at both domestic and international level suggests (Freddette, 2009, cited in Buck, 2014). Hugh, gives a view that situation and location factors increases the risk to children of sexual tourism. He argues that ‘situational conditions’ allow for increases he expresses, that the anonymity of travellers and enhancement of sexual interest combined with reduced inhibitions to become involved with local children through a process of ‘deindividuation’ (Hugh, 1993, cited in Territo, and Kirkham, 2010 p. 438). Some key work has been achieved around prevention, through education programs and awareness. But it has been established, that a unified approach is needed by all concerned in tourism. With a code of conduct proposed by the End Child prostitution child pornography and trafficking of children for sexual purposes (ECPAT). In which 600 operators in 26 countries have engaged and signed up (ECPAT 2008).  Another force in combating offences is with the use of domestic and extraterritorial legislation. To bring sexual tourist to account when committing offences in other countries away from their own. With 44 countries having legislative powers of crimes beyond their borders according to ECPAT in their report however, they emphasise that extraterritorial legislation is rarely invoked. (ECPAT 2008).
3.5. Conclusion

This paper finds in the themes of the results and discussion section that in theme one, ethnicity had an impact in media reporting. Which necessitated a one-sided impression to the general public of the Asian community in the UK. This subsequently allowed far right movement groups to mobilise campaigns, projecting insightful racial slurs and comments. While politicians on the right of the political divide made contextual statements that caused divisions. With the fear of racial tension Police authorities withheld investigational reporting to the general public with a hint of political influence for the reasoning. This review found that key studies, investigations, and SCR’s highlighted an institutionalised fear of being branded racist. This fear combined with an intense political correctness approach leading to mistakes being made by the LA in their case data collection. Theme two, gave a deeper understanding around future prevention of CSA and CSE occurring. This research paper found that at present there is no unified CSE definition across the UK. Which in itself challenges the LA who border areas between jurisdictions of Westminster Parliament and the devolved nations. The results section emphasises that although police operations successfully convicted many perpetrators, there has been no ongoing research or profiling techniques. To give better understanding of knowledge and insights of perpetrator reasoning towards their offences. One major government response is to introduce a new universal all-encompassing, educational package to all schools from 2019 around relationships and sex. This will include elements of CSE in prevention and would be age relevant. The UK government has taken on board all recommendations from independent enquiries and research projects. It activated measures to combat CSA and CSE occurring. The police service has also listened, and is undertaking an ongoing operation investigating historical abuse, and creating centre of governance and excellence. The final theme in this results section gave comprehension towards sexual tourism. Where vast increases in tourists globally have influenced the rise of child sex tourism in developing countries and nation states. With financial gain, corruption, and lack of legislation combined with organised crime being key barriers towards protection of children. With evidence pointing towards the situational offender, being most prevalent authorities and governments across the globe are using education to combat this crime. However, it is established with social scientists and academics alike that are a more unified approach is needed. With global enforcement becoming a statutory condition, this thinking has led campaigners to propose code of conduct legislation, to all operators in the tourist industry. The use of extraterritorial legislation by the issuing government to apprehend perpetrators outside the home country is sketchy and requires further development with only 44 countries having provision of it. 
4.  CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
In reviewing this work through the methodology of reading various articles, reports, and statements and presenting their findings in a structured way, this dissertation finds that there appears to be a diverse range of main factors that originate towards CSA and CSE. This literature review investigated: Ethnicity, Socioeconomic Factors, Global inconsistencies, Age, and Child Marriage and Religion and found these areas needing more research to give a fuller comprehension of their influence upon the crimes. It is also shown that better communication between agencies is paramount and that they have clearly failed to date, even though a multiagency approach is used. The legality around the protection of children is covered in the UK under the Sexual Offences Act, (2003) recent amendments have covered new dimensions in CSE. The Act together with UNCRC and the CPS give full guidance to prosecutors to instigate the law when presented with perpetrators, the research found this adequate. Lord Taylor's, report (BBC 2013) brought to light the huge problem of grooming gangs in the UK. A total of 54 gangs, were investigated. with Rotherham being the U.K.’s largest to date with 1400 children effected by CSE, since then other areas have come to light. There are ongoing large-scale national investigations around historical abuse within institutions, individuals and concurrently investigations around grooming gang activity in Telford, with results this due in Autumn 2018. This will be presented through independent enquiries and SCR’s crucial evidence to reason the important changes to be made, this review found evidence towards improvements and prevention within the UK. New remits like the National action plan combined with committed financial restructuring by the UK government should help in their measures. It may take many decades to deal with CSA and CSE. To achieve this, it will require an ongoing process of attitude change from government, police, LA and social services. With lessons and recommendations acted upon with decisive implementation of laws, policies, and statutory conditions. Alongside improved processes of perpetrator detection and conviction and a multidisciplinary and empathetic agency attitude. Towards the treatment and handling for the survivors of CSE and CSA both current and historical. In concurrence with an inclusive education approach for every child in society to have an understanding and knowledge of risks associated to them by the crime. For the children of today, and the future generations of children to come. ‘Education is the key factor to reducing these incidents’ (UNICEF 2005). 
When considering the themes in the discussion and results section it is evident that ongoing change, in the methods of perpetrators and the instances around CSE and CSA. This suggest that there is a need to annually review; thus, the following recommendations can be made:
Recommendation 1:
· The NSPCC and other children’s agencies continuation of campaigning and lobbying UK government agencies to reduce prevalence of CSA and CSE by instigation of new policy.
· For the UK Government to commit to regular annual commissioning through CEOP and ONS.
When considering the themes in the discussion and results section it is evident that media coverage was influential in generating tension. This suggest that there is a need for regulation to be followed; thus, the following recommendations can be made:

Recommendation 2:
· Tighter controls on media representations from regulators to achieve less fear and bias within the general population and give fairer presentations. 
· Independent overseers to hold national institutions such as the BBC to account with legislation to be improved and used with effect.
When considering the themes in the discussion and results section it is evident that. Global Inconsistencies exist in regulation around sex tourism This suggest that there is a need for a joined-up approach; thus, the following recommendations can be made:
         Recommendation 3:
· That UNICEF with its power and influence take up the ECPAT Code of practice and implement its provision, so that all countries and agents in all tourism fields sign up.
Recommendation of further reading and research 

 
Recommended further reading 1:

In-depth scoping report of relevant statistical research giving up-to-date figures on CSA and CSE. Issued by the centre of expertise on Child sexual abuse and the London Metropolitan University.
· Kelly, L. Karsna, K. (2017) Measuring the scale and changing nature of child sexual abuse and child sexual exploitation Scoping report. Available at: http://cdn.basw.co.uk/upload/basw_75151-8.pdf
Recommend further reading 2:
UK governmental progress report on tackling child sexual exploitation outlying interventions, processes, and statements of intent towards current and future development and reduction.
· HM government Tackling Child Sexual Exploitation progress report 2017. Available at: 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/592588/Tackling_Child_Sexual_Exploitation_-_Progress_Report__web_.pdf.

Recommend further reading 3:
An intensive Dutch global study of travel and tourism involving children and sexual exploitation, giving insights and empirical and statistical data sets by worldwide regions. 

· Hawke, A, Rapheal, A (2016) The Global Study Report on Sexual Exploitation of Children in Travel and Tourism.  Available at:
http://cf.cdn.unwto.org/sites/all/files/docpdf/globalstudy.pdf
Epilogue: final thoughts
With such a challenging subject of CSE and CSA this dissertation acknowledges the bravery of all the victims coming forward and the perception and commitment by professionals, Police, and campaigners. To convict the perpetrators and highlight awareness to the threat to young lives. Working hard towards a day when it no longer makes headline news. So out of respect to all the survivors of CSE and abuse I end this dissertation with the words of Girl A.
Girl A, a Victim and Key witness in the Rochdale CSA case gives a reflection.
People tell me my feelings about it will fade, and I have to believe that they will. I do believe that they will, because the bottom line is that this should not have happened. I was a child I was young and vulnerable. I was a victim. for now, at least my real name is one of the few secrets that have not been stripped bare that’s mine to keep you can call me Hannah if you like (Anonymous Girl A, 2013, p. 9).
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6. APPENDICES
Appendices 1 
6.1. Children internally trafficked within the UK.
(London Trafficked Children Toolkit for piloting January 2009, pp. 18-19)
 Indicators include: 
• Physical symptoms (bruising indicating either physical or sexual assault); 

• Prevalence of a sexually transmitted infection or unwanted pregnancy; 

• Young person known to be sexually active; 

• Reports from reliable sources suggesting the likelihood of involvement in sexual exploitation;

• Reports that the child has been seen in places known to be used for sexual exploitation;

•  Evidence of drug, alcohol or substance misuse;

• Leaving home / care setting in clothing unusual for the individual child (inappropriate for age, borrowing clothing from older people); 

• Phone calls or letters from adults outside the usual range of social contacts;

• Adults loitering outside the child’s usual place of residence; 

• Significantly older boyfriend; 

• Accounts of social activities with no plausible explanation of the source of necessary funding; 

• Persistently missing, staying out overnight or returning late with no plausible explanation; 

• Returning after having been missing, looking well cared for despite having no known base; 

• Missing for long periods, with no known base; 

• Placement breakdown; 

• Pattern of street homelessness; 

• Possession of large amounts of money with no plausible explanation; 

• Acquisition of expensive clothes, mobile phones or other possessions without plausible explanation; 

• Having keys to premises other than those known about; 

• Low self-image, low self-esteem, self-harming behaviour including cutting, overdosing, eating disorder, promiscuity; 

• Truancy / disengagement with education; 

• Entering or leaving vehicles driven by unknown adults; 

• Going missing and being found in areas where the child or young person has no known links; and/or 

• Possible inappropriate use of the internet and forming on-line relationships, particularly with adults.
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	Programme of Study:
	BA Advocacy 
	Taught Postgraduate
	☐

	Director of Studies/Supervisor:
	Phillip Morgan / Caroline Loman Hancock 
	Research
	☐


SECTION B: Approval for Research Activity

	Has the research activity received approval in principle?

(please check the Guidance Notes as to the appropriate approval process for different levels of research by different categories of individual)
	YES
	☒
	NO
	☐

	     
	Date

	If Yes, please indicate source of approval (and date where known):
	Research Degrees Committee
	☐
	

	
	Faculty Research Committee
	☐
	

	
	Other (write in)

C.L.H
	☒
	13/12/2017


Approval in principle must be obtained from the relevant source prior to seeking ethical approval.

SECTION C:  External Ethical Guidance Materials

	Please list the core ethical guidance documents that have been referred to during the completion of this form (including any discipline-specific codes of research ethics, and also any specific ethical guidance relating to the proposed methodology).  Please tick to confirm that your research proposal adheres to these codes and guidelines.

	UWTSD, research ethics and integrity code of practice 2015 – 2018
	☒

	Information Commissioner officer the guide of data protection, 2016
	☒

	British sociological Association – statement of ethical practice – March 2002 (appendix updated May 04)
	☒


SECTION D: External Collaborative Research Activity

	Does the research activity involve collaborators outside of the University?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☒

	If Yes, please provide the name of the external organisation and name and contact details for the main contact person:

	Institution
	

	Contact person name
	

	Contact person e-mail address
	



Where research activity is carried out in collaboration with an external organisation

	Does this organisation have its own ethics approval system?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☒

	If Yes, please attach a copy of any final approval (or interim approval) from the organisation


SECTION E: Details of Research Activity

	Indicative title:
	Sexual Offences Against 

Children and Young People (SOaCYP):

Reflection upon the UK in a Global World

	Proposed start date:
	20/12/2017
	Proposed end date:
	3/5/2018 

	Purpose of research activity (including aims and objectives)

Outline the purpose, aims and objectives of the research activity, including key research questions. Show briefly how existing research has informed the proposed activity and explain what the research activity will add and how it addresses an area of importance. (Maximum 300 words)

	The research papers purpose is to explore the recent reported background events and case histories, together with the associated links nationally and locally in the field of child sexual offences in the UK. Investigating these in detail and the corresponding occurrence in global environments, highlighting significance across both data sets in the researched area.   

The aim of the research paper is to give a reflection, and an evaluated account on recent UK episodes in child sexual exploitation (CSE) and those worldwide aspects that contain elements of adverse childhood experiences (ACE) these combined sources will focus insights and arguments in the reviewed data.   

The objective of the research is to construct a synthesis of the information and present it with a summary of the key points raised. Some of the proposed questions that will be analysed and presented in the literature review are: 

1) Legality and context in sexual offences, the power and control.

2) Lone perpetrators and grooming gangs.

3) Child sex tourism and trafficking.

The research proposes to add to the current data by combining analysed key events from various sources to allow insights, project and summarise. The severity and the high-profile incidents that have been portrayed across media platforms rising the public’s awareness in the UK around CSE instructed local Authority’s and children’s safeguarding boards to construct Serious Case Reviews (SCR). These in-depth reviews give responses to particular cases. These reports give the proposed research activity guidance and an informed approach to CSE.    

(this box should expand as you type)

	Proposed methods

Provide a brief summary of all the methods that may be used in the research activity, making it clear what specific techniques may be used. If methods other than those listed in this section are deemed appropriate later, additional ethical approval for those methods will be needed. (Maximum 600 words)

	To achieve the papers objectives and aims, the researcher will acquire data from local authority and governmental official reports where available. Following governance guidelines and healthcare expertise in its analysis when considering the data. When the research requires to assemble data from popular discourse content and electronic media, the researcher will go through university web portals and only trusted internet sites. Because of the sensitivity of the acquired data it is essential to protect the researcher and the university form all forms of adverse effects in researching it. The researcher being socially responsive to the risks of the sensitivities in the data field this cognitive thinking whist undertaking the research will instruct to give a bias free narrative synthesis of the quantitative information. 

(this box should expand as you type)

	


	Location of research activity

Identify all locations where research activity will take place.

	Desk 

(this box should expand as you type)

	Research activity outside of the UK

If research activity will take place overseas, you are responsible for ensuring that local ethical considerations are complied with and that the relevant permissions are sought. Specify any local guidelines (e.g. from local professional associations/learned societies/universities) that exist and whether these involve any ethical stipulations beyond those usual in the UK (provide details of any licenses or permissions required). Also specify whether there are any specific ethical issues raised by the local context in which the research activity is taking place, for example, particular cultural sensitivities or vulnerabilities of participants.

	N/A

(this box should expand as you type)


SECTION F: Scope of Research Activity

	Will the research activity include:
	YES
	NO

	Use of a questionnaire or similar research instrument?
	☐
	☒

	Use of interviews?
	☐
	☒

	Use of diaries?
	☐
	☒

	Participant observation with their knowledge?
	☐
	☒

	Participant observation without their knowledge?
	☐
	☒

	Use of video or audio recording?
	☐
	☒

	Access to personal or confidential information without the participants’ specific consent?
	☐
	☒

	Administration of any questions, test stimuli, presentation that may be experienced as physically, mentally or emotionally harmful / offensive?
	☐
	☒

	Performance of any acts which may cause embarrassment or affect self-esteem?
	☐
	☒

	Investigation of participants involved in illegal activities?
	☐
	☒

	Use of procedures that involve deception?
	☐
	☒

	Administration of any substance, agent or placebo?
	☐
	☒

	Working with live vertebrate animals?
	☐
	☒

	Other primary data collection methods, please explain in this box


	☐
	☒


If NO to every question, then the research activity is (ethically) low risk and may be exempt from some of the following sections (please refer to Guidance Notes).

If YES to any question, then no research activity should be undertaken until full ethical approval has been obtained. 

SECTION G: Intended Participants

	Who are the intended participants:
	YES
	NO

	Students or staff at the University?
	☐
	☒

	Adults (over the age of 18 and competent to give consent)?
	☐
	☒

	Vulnerable adults?
	☐
	☒

	Children under 18?
	☐
	☒

	Prisoners?
	☐
	☒

	Young offenders?
	☐
	☒

	Those who could be considered to have a particularly dependent relationship with the investigator or a gatekeeper?
	☐
	☒

	People engaged in illegal activities?
	☐
	☒

	Others (please identify):


	☐
	☒


	Participant numbers and source

Provide an estimate of the expected number of participants. How will you identify participants and how will they be recruited? 

	N\A

this box should expand as you type)


	Information for participants:
	YES
	NO
	N/A

	Will you describe the main research procedures to participants in advance, so that they are informed about what to expect?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	Will you tell participants that their participation is voluntary?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	Will you obtain written consent for participation?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	Will you explain to participants that refusal to participate in the research will not affect their treatment or education (if relevant)?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	If the research is observational, will you ask participants for their consent to being observed?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	Will you tell participants that they may withdraw from the research at any time and for any reason?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	With questionnaires, will you give participants the option of omitting questions they do not want to answer?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	Will you tell participants that their data will be treated with full confidentiality and that, if published, it will not be identifiable as theirs?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	Will you debrief participants at the end of their participation, in a way appropriate to the type of research undertaken?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	If NO to any of above questions, please give an explanation 

	(this box should expand as you type)


	Information for participants:
	YES
	NO
	N/A

	Will participants be paid?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	Is specialist electrical or other equipment to be used with participants?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	Are there any financial or other interests to the investigator or University arising from this study?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	Will the research activity involve deliberately misleading participants in any way, or the partial or full concealment of the specific study aims?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	If YES to any question, please provide full details 

	(this box should expand as you type)


SECTION H: Anticipated Risks

	Outline any anticipated risks that may adversely affect any of the participants, the researchers and/or the University, and the steps that will be taken to address them. 

If you have completed a full risk assessment (for example as required by a laboratory, or external research collaborator) you may append that to this form.  

	Full risk assessment completed and appended? 

Yes                               ☐
 No                                   ☒


	Risks to participants
For example: emotional distress, financial disclosure, physical harm, transfer of personal data, sensitive organisational information

	N/A

(this box should expand as you type)

	

	If research activity may include sensitive, embarrassing or upsetting topics (e.g. sexual activity, drug use) or issues likely to disclose information requiring further action (e.g. criminal activity), give details of the procedures to deal with these issues, including any support/advice (e.g. helpline numbers) to be offered to participants. Note that where applicable, consent procedures should make it clear that if something potentially or actually illegal is discovered in the course of a project, it may need to be disclosed to the proper authorities

	To eliminate associated risk to the principal researcher they will seek to take up pastoral support if needed available from the University student services department if an emergency arises the student researcher will seek advice from NHS direct by telephoning their service 101 or from their local general practitioner seeking advice to combat any mental torment caused by the data source.



	

	Risks to investigator
For example: personal safety, physical harm, emotional distress, risk of accusation of harm/impropriety, conflict of interest

	The undertaking of this literary review carries some risk to the principal researcher, this is due to the sensitive nature of the subject area. To combat these risks the principal researcher is aware that they may be susceptible to emotional distress from the subject field of research.



	

	University/institutional risks
For example: adverse publicity, financial loss, data protection

	The risk to the University is identified to combat any adverse publicity or unwanted disclosure it is essential that the student researcher stays within safe and protected Internet searching activities this can be achieved by only researching data through the universities approved websites and official sources such as government led websites and media sources such as the BBC.

	

	Adverse outcomes

List measures put in place to limit any adverse effects or outcomes of research activity where appropriate. Include any emergency protocols. 

	The student researcher is aware of risks to adverse outcomes to the University examples: Open media representations of the data stream, and exposure to non-research students. These risks to be eliminated by using password protected IT systems and following University policy on confidentiality. Which can be found at 

http://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/publication-scheme/policies-procedures/.

If exposure or offences are committed relating to disclosure and data protection then advice will be sought from Mr Paul Osbourne who is the university’s lead on compliance and risk who can be contacted in Swansea campus 01792 491000 Ext 4190.




	Disclosure and Barring Service

	If the research activity involves children or vulnerable adults, a Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) certificate must be obtained before any contact with such participants.
	YES
	NO
	N/A

	Has a DBS certificate been obtained?
	☒
	☐
	☐


SECTION I: Feedback, Consent and Confidentiality

	Feedback
What feedback will be provided to participants, how will this be done and when? 

	N/A

 (this box should expand as you type)

	

	Informed consent
Describe the arrangements to inform potential participants, before providing consent, of what is involved in participating. Describe the arrangements for participants to provide full consent before data collection begins. If gaining consent in this way is inappropriate, explain how consent will be obtained and recorded.

	N/A

 (this box should expand as you type)

	

	Confidentiality / Anonymity

Set out how anonymity of participants and confidentiality will be ensured in any outputs. If anonymity is not being offered, explain why this is the case. 

	N/A

(this box should expand as you type)


SECTION J: Data Protection and Storage

In completing this section refer to the University’s Research Data Management Policy and the extensive resources on the University’s Research Data Management web pages (http://uwtsd.ac.uk/library/research-data-management/).
	
	YES
	NO

	Does the research activity involve personal data (as defined by the Data Protection Act)?

“personal data” means data which relate to a living individual who can be identified—

(a) from those data, or

(b) from those data and other information which is in the possession of, or is likely to come into the possession of, the data controller, and includes any expression of opinion about the individual and any indication of the intentions of the data controller or any other person in respect of the individual.
	☐
	☒

	If YES, provide a description of the data and explain why this data needs to be collected:

	(this box should expand as you type)

	

	Does it involve sensitive personal data (as defined by the Data Protection Act)?

“Sensitive personal data” means personal data consisting of information as to –

(a) the racial or ethnic origin of the data subject,

(b) his political opinions,

(c ) his religious beliefs or other beliefs of a similar nature,

(d) whether he is a member of a trade union (within the meaning of the Trade Union and Labour Relations (Consolidation) Act 1992),

(e) his physical or mental health or condition,

(f) his sexual life,

(g) the commission or alleged commission by him of any offence, or

(h) any proceedings for any offence committed or alleged to have been committed by him, the disposal of such proceedings or the sentence of any court in such proceedings.
	☐
	☒

	If YES, provide a description of the data and explain why this data needs to be collected:

	(this box should expand as you type)


	Will the research activity involve storing personal data on one of the following:
	YES
	NO

	Manual files (i.e. in paper form)?
	☐
	☒

	University computers?
	☐
	☒

	Private company computers?
	☐
	☒

	Home or other personal computers?
	☐
	☒

	Laptop computers/ CDs/ Portable disk-drives/ memory sticks?
	☐
	☒

	“Cloud” storage or websites?
	☐
	☒

	Other – specify:


	☐
	☒

	For all stored data, explain the measures in place to ensure data confidentiality, including details of password protection, encryption and anonymisation:

	(this box should expand as you type)


	Will the research activity involve any of the following activities:
	YES
	NO

	Electronic transfer of data in any form?
	☐
	☒

	Sharing of data with others at the University?
	☐
	☒

	Sharing of data with other organisations?
	☐
	☒

	Export of data outside the European Union or importing of data from outside the UK?
	☐
	☒

	Use of personal addresses, postcodes, faxes, emails or telephone numbers?
	☐
	☒

	Publication of data that might allow identification of individuals?
	☐
	☒

	Use of data management system?
	☐
	☒

	Data archiving?
	☐
	☒

	If YES to any question, please provide full details, explaining how this will be conducted in accordance with the Data Protection Act (and/or any international equivalent):

	(this box should expand as you type)


	List all who will have access to the data generated by the research activity:

	Myself and support 

(this box should expand as you type)

	

	List who will have control of, and act as custodian(s) for, data generated by the research activity:

	Myself 

(this box should expand as you type)

	

	Give details of data storage arrangements, including where data will be stored, how long for, and in what form. Will data be archived – if so how and if not why not.  

	N/A

(this box should expand as you type)


SECTION K: Declaration

	The information which I have provided is correct and complete to the best of my knowledge. I have attempted to identify any risks and issues related to the research activity and acknowledge my obligations and the rights of the participants.

In submitting this application I hereby confirm that I undertake to ensure that the above named research activity will meet the University’s Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice

	Signature of applicant: 

P L Williams 
	
	Date: 6/2/218
	


For students:

	Director of Studies/Supervisor:
	

	Signature:
	

	Date:
	


For staff:

	Head of School/Assistant Dean:
	

	Signature:
	

	Date:
	


	Checklist: Please complete the checklist below to ensure that you have completed the form according to the guidelines and attached any required documentation:

☒
	I have read the guidance notes supplied before completing the form.

	☒
	I have completed ALL RELEVANT sections of the form in full.

	☒
	I confirm that the research activity has received approval in principle

	☒
	I have attached a copy of final/interim approval from external organisation (where appropriate)

	☒
	I have attached a full risk assessment (and have NOT completed Section H of this form) (where appropriate)



	☒
	I understand that it is my responsibility to ensure that the above named research activity will meet the University’s Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice.

	☒
	I understand that before commencing data collection all documents aimed at respondents (including information sheets, consent forms, questionnaires, interview schedules etc.) must be confirmed by the DoS/Supervisor, module tutor or Head of School.


	RESEARCH STUDENTS AND STAFF ONLY

All communications relating to this application during its processing must be in writing and emailed to pgresearch@uwtsd.ac.uk , with the title ‘Ethical Approval’ followed by your name.

You will be informed of the outcome of your claim by email; therefore it is important that you check your University and personal email accounts regularly.


STUDENTS ON UNDERGRADUATE OR TAUGHT MASTERS PROGRAMMES should submit  this form (and receive the outcome) via systems explained to you by the supervisor/module leader.

This form is available electronically from the Academic Office web pages: http://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/academic-office/
Application Process

All staff research projects and all research students must submit the Ethical Approval Form to the University Ethics Committee via the Academic Office (pgresearch@uwtsd.ac.uk).   Staff research directly in relation to personal study for taught undergraduate or Masters programmes should be submitted via the Faculty procedures explained below.

Taught masters and taught undergraduate research Ethical Approval Forms are considered within Faculties.  Faculties will provide details of the specific processes for this.  Where the Ethical issues within any single ethical application are of particular concern the Faculty will refer these to the University Ethics Committee.   Any student activity that involves the collection of primary data needs to undergo Ethical approval, this includes assignment work as well as dissertations.   

Notes for guidance in completion of this form

Section A:  About You

Please complete all relevant sections

Section B:  Approval for research activity

Research proposals must be approved in principle before applying for Ethical Approval.  The proposal approval only becomes final when the ethical approval is received.  

The process for proposal approval varies according the individual and programme of study:

· Research students, by application on form PG1 to the Research Degrees Committee

· Taught students by review of research proposal within Faculties (Faculties provide specific details of these processes)

· Staff, by agreement by the Head of School/Assistant Dean

Section C:  External Ethical Guidance materials

Many discipline areas are required to operate with the discipline specific codes of research ethics (for example health, psychology, education etc.), any such codes must be listed and you must tick to confirm that you have consulted with these.

Section D:  External Collaborative Research Activity

Provide details of the external collaborative partners, where appropriate you might want to submit a copy of the external collaboration agreement with the Ethical Approval Form.  If the partner requires the research to be subject to its own internal Ethical approval process then please provide details of that process and a copy of any final (or interim) approvals received from the organisation.

Section E:  Details of Research Activity

Remember that the individuals reviewing this Ethical Approval Form may not have seen your research proposal, and also may not be experts in the specific area of your research.  The information provided should therefore be jargon free and clearly stated.

Indicative Title:  please use the same title as used on the research proposal.

Purpose:  the Ethical approval process will want to ensure that the methods you propose are adequate and appropriate to address the research aims and objectives.  Excessive additional data collection can be seen as unethical.

Proposed Methods:  the Ethical approval process seeks to ensure that you understand the methods that are intended, and that the implementation of those methods will be appropriate and without unnecessary impact on respondents.  Please be specific.

Location:  this needs to mention geographical location and also local situation (for example, within Local Authority Offices in Cardiff, using a private room but close to other individuals).  If you are collecting data within an organisational setting then you need to explain the permissions that you have obtained to do this.

Research Activity outside of the UK:  please complete this section in detail, and note any guidance you have received.  Also describe your own familiarity (or not) with the location that you will be utilising.
Section F:  Scope of Research Activity

Please tick ALL of the research activities that might be undertaken.   If any additional types of activity are intended then please add an extra box and describe these.

If you have answered no to all questions in F then sections G and J do not need to be completed.  Section H should be considered, and may be completed.  Signatures are still required in section K.

Section G:  Intended Participants

Please tick all categories that might apply.

Numbers & Source:  if you are using a series of different methods or research activities please list numbers for each stage/phase.  Be clear about how you will find respondents.   Will you use intermediaries, and if so how?  How will you ensure compliance with your sampling strategy?

Information for participants:  all participants should be appropriately informed about the research, what is expected of them and what will happen to the information that they provide.  The Ethical review process does not ask to see this documentation, but requires this to be reviewed and approved by the Director of Studies in the case of research students, the supervisor/module tutor in relation to students on taught programmes and the Head of School/Assistant Dean in relation to staff research.

Section H:  Anticipate Risks

All research carries some level of risk.  The answers you provide to questions in this section will be reviewed to ensure that you have an appropriate understanding of the type of risks involved and how you can mitigate against these risks. If you have completed a full risk assessment, as required for example for laboratory work, field work, clinical tests, diving operations, or by a collaborative partner, you may append that to this form.  In that case, please tick the box indicating this has been provided.  You will not then be required to complete Section H.

Risk to participants   Think very carefully about how your actions/questions/discussions might affect the people you are involving as participants.  You might identify the risk as small but it would still be a risk.  Many types of question have the potential to make respondents less content with their life / job; you need to recognise and try to ameliorate any such effects

If these are business owners, time with you may reduce profit.  

In some locations physical risk is very real to both participants and yourself, please consider this.

Risk to you, the researcher   Think about where you will meet people, if there are any dangers involved in the location.  If you are meeting people as individuals think about using a public place.  In general do not visit people in their own homes or remote locations.  If you are talking to individuals about certain issues think about how their responses might affect you emotionally.  What about the risk of collecting insufficient data?
Risk to the University   When undertaking your research, you are acting as a member of the University (student or staff).  Professionalism is important, so it is important to be well organised and well prepared. Punctuality, clarity etc. are all part of this.  What will you do to ensure this?  You must ensure you do not harm the good name of the University in any way and do nothing to undermine the reputation of the research it conducts and sponsors.  Upholding high standards of conduct and integrity are vital in this regard. You must also conduct the research in such a way to minimise the potential for claims of negligence made against the University, its researchers and any collaborating individual or organisation. In this respect you should always comply with ethical, legal and professional frameworks, obligations and standards as required by statutory and regulatory authorities, as well as the university’s Research Integrity and Ethics Code of Practice.  Research misconduct in this respect can take many forms, including:
· fabrication: making up results or other outputs (eg, artefacts) and presenting them as if they were real

· falsification: manipulating research processes or changing or omitting data without good cause

· plagiarism: using other people’s material without giving proper credit

· failure to meet ethical, legal and professional obligations: for example failure to declare competing interests; misrepresentation of involvement or authorship; misrepresentation of interests; breach of confidentiality; lack of informed consent; misuse of personal data; and abuse of research subjects or material

· improper dealing with allegations of misconduct: failing to address possible infringements such as attempts to cover up misconduct and reprisals against whistle-blowers

Adverse Outcomes.  Think carefully about the possibilities, and cover here

Section I:  Feedback, Consent and Confidentiality

Feedback to participants:  outline your approach.   Will interview transcripts be shared with respondents to check accuracy?  Will summaries of questionnaire analysis be made available to respondents in some way?   Will an overview report be provided?  How and when?

Informed consent:   Draft letter / e-mail / or heading (or footer) section of questionnaire must be approved by DoS/supervisor (if research student), supervisor/module tutor if taught student, or Head of School / Assistant Dean if a member of staff.

Confidentiality/Anonymity.  Explain clearly how you will ensure confidentiality and anonymity.

Section J:  Data Protection and Storage

Before completing this section it is necessary to read the University’s Research Data Management information.   The questions that follow are designed to ensure compliance with the Data Protection Act as well as established research protocols.

Many research activities will involve electronic transfer of data and use of data management systems in the summarisation and analysis of data.  You will need to explain these in relation to compliance with the Data Protection Act.

Think carefully about who will have access to your data, this will include supervisors and examiners. Also that a thesis will be made available via the University library and the British Library system.  If you are seeking an access bar for a period of time after completion then mention it here.  If you will provide a copy of your findings, or intend to give a presentation, to a facilitating/ supporting/accessing organisation then explain that in this section.  But also think about the general principle of data sharing, as explained in the Research Data Management information.

In terms of storage of data please ensure security, and also mitigate against loss of data.

Section K:  Declaration

Ensure the appropriate countersignatures have been provided

Look carefully at the checklist and ensure that you comply with and tick all that are relevant to your research.

6.3. Declaration form 
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Name of the Programme of Study: BA ADVOCACY 
Name of Student (Capital Letters): PETER LEE WILLIAMS 
DECLARATION

I certify that the whole of this work is the result of my individual effort, and that all sources have been acknowledged.

Signed Electronic version. Microsoft Word   P L Williams (Student)

Date 06/05/2018
DECLARATION

I am satisfied that this work is the result of the Student’s effort.

Signed .............................................................. (Lecturer)

Date     ..............................................................
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DATGANIAD

Rwyf yn cadarnhau mai ffrwyth fy ymdrech unigol yw’r holl waith yma, a bod pob ffynhonnell wedi ei gydnabod.

Llofnod   ............................................................... (Myfyriwr)

Dyddiad  ...............................................................

DATGANIAD

Rwy’n fodlon mai ffrwyth ymdrech y Myfyriwr yw’r gwaith yma.

Llofnod   .............................................................. (Darlithydd)

Dyddiad  ..............................................................
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