This essay will discuss the provision of care and support for children and young people with regards to the Social Services and Wellbeing Act (Wales) 2014. 
Wellbeing can be categorised into five different aspects: physical, intellectual, emotional, social and behavioural development. A child's wellbeing can be defined by physical, mental and emotional health, protection from abuse and neglect, education, training and recreation, domestic families and personal relationships, contribution to society, securing rights and entitlements, social and economical, suitability of living accomodation, welfare and development. Assessing the needs of a child or young person should be regardless of the level of need or financial resources and the Social Services and Wellbeing Act (Wales) 2014 aims to simplify the assessments through a single process. When assessing children, safeguarding and promoting welfare is at the centre by observing the child's developmental needs, parenting capacity, family and environmental needs. If the needs of a child or young person are not met it is likely to affect their development. Local authorities are automatically required to meet needs to protect a person from, or the risk of abuse, neglect or harm and can also decide to meet needs that do not meet the eligibility criteria if they choose to do so (Welsh Government Legal Services, 2016). Children's views are very important and should be taken into account alongside their best interests and more focus should be placed upon the welfare of children, not just on how successful they become as adults. It is important to recognise that welfare is multidimensional and within society the point of interest should be to achieve happiness and life satisfation.  Taking into account and listening to how children view wellbeing will assist the learning and developing of new policies, aswell had understanding how to help them. A survey asked children the most important factor for good wellbeing and regardless of the family arrangement the result favoured the amount of love received within the family setting (McAuley and Rose, 2010). This highlights Bowlby's Attachment Theory which focusses on the need of a strong and affectionate bond between the infant and the caregiver and stresses its importance towards later psychological wellbeing and stable relationships. Bowlby believed that children are born with survival instincts and a natural need for other people, and Ainsworth noted different types of attachments and how they deliver different outcomes and feelings. An emotionally available and supportive carer produces a secure attachment which leads to the child feeling positive and loved; an avoidant attachment is seen when the child feels rejection and unloved and when a carer is inconsistent a child will feel anger and confused which is named the resistant attachment. Attachment development is important for a positive self image, developing curiosity, cognitive openness, processing flexibility, trust and resilience. It is believed that life events can also impact either positively or negatively and produce changes in attachment (Crowley, 2014). Therefore subjective wellbeing is said to consist of  two  elements: cognitive, which focuses on the evaluation of own life and the affective component which refers to moods and emotions. In 2010, the Measuring National Wellbeing (MNW) program was established to monitor and report with objective and subjective data on how the UK is doing, by measuring life satisfaction, feeling life is worthwhile, recent feeling of happiness and anxiety (Bradshaw, 2016). According to the Good Childhood Report 2017 estimates reveal that approximatly 50,000 children in Wales experience seven or more disadvantages and that half the population experience three or more. There is also evidence that shows a child experiences worse outcomes in later childhood or adulthood when disadvantages accumulate and although it is less clear how it impacts a child's life in the present it is important to provide early support for children and their families to lessen the negative effect on their wellbeing. Types of disadvantages include: Parent-child relationships- emotional or supervisory neglect, being a young carer;  Family/household factors -  domestic violence, alcohol, parental mental health, parental or child  illness or disability, prison, bereavent, multiple house moves, forced move, maternal/paternal education; Material factors such as debt, struggling to pay bills, child poverty, unemployment, free school meals, destitution, homelessness or risk of homelesseness, overcrowding; Neighbourhood factors - safety regarding neighbourhood, worried about or experienced  crime/antisocial behaviour. The survey also reported 75% of children are happy with their lives, which may seem a high percentage, yet it is a decline from 2010. By correctly resourcing and prioritising services, children and young people can be helped before their serious problems hit crisis point (The Children's Society, 2017).  
In 2007 the UNICEF Innocenti Report Card revealed the UK at the bottom of 21 countries on overall wellbeing  and in 2013 ranked the UK 16th out of 29 countries. Although the UK has made progress it is still underperforming and has consistently done badly on material wellbeing, education, health, housing and subjective wellbeing. Research shows UK poverty rates are comparitavely high, early years childcare is expensive, preschool enrolment and post-statuatory education rates are not good, crime, violence and vandalism are on the rise, life satisfaction is low and mental health is moderate, all of which impact the wellbeing of children and young people. Going back to 2008, at the beginning of the recession child poverty continued to fall but in 2010 the coalition government made cuts instead of increasing taxes to achieve bulk saving. Unemployment rose and so did the price of essentials such as food, fuel and rent which affected low income families with children greatly as many benefits had been frozen or stopped and the biggest cuts per capita taken from areas with the highest child poverty rates. And although now the UK economy is growing there are still cuts being made to social security spending (Bradshaw, 2016). 
Social services are there to support, protect from abuse and neglect and help people live satisfied lives and achieve wellbeing and working together, in partnership, will be the key. The Act promotes independence and gives people a stronger voice in decisions, alongside promoting equality, prevention and early intervention. The aim is for greater consistency across Wales and to reduce administrative burdens. An assessment will be carried out to identify how they can best be helped and help people identify their personal outcomes.
'If a child seems to be in need of care and support the local authority must assess the         developmental needs of the child and seek to identify the outcome the child wants. The assessment itself must be proportionate to need and involve the child and any person with parental responsibility for the child' (Welsh Government, 2017)
A lead practitioner is appointed to lead the assessments and liaison with all other practitioners involved. Supporting families will be approached through multiagency, which will target and tailor provision of need to address primary and underlying needs. The focus always is to be on the needs and wellbeing of the child and promote that the child stay with family, yet at times this can be very difficult as families become resistant and disengaged. It is important to identify the what the parent or carer wiches to achieve aswell as considering the developmental needs of the child and the circumstances affecting the child's wellbeing.  An evaluation of risk is essential and the Act defines a child at risk 'if a child is seen to be at risk of abuse, neglect or other kinds of harm and have needs for care and support'. Understanding what is happening to a vulnerable child is impossible in a single visit and it is also necessary to gather information from different professionals. (Welsh Government, 2017) Before a care plan is closed a review must be completed, followed by a decision from the local authority to confirm, revise or close the plan. If the decision is to close the plan a closure statement must be completed and recorded, this statement includes reason for closure and evaluation. If a young person is know to the Youth Offending Team a care plan cannot be closed.
A 'looked after child' is a child that is accomodated by a local authority and it is their duty to provide support for children and young people. A child may be placed in a children's home, residential home or school, foster care or placement, adoption. This may cause Infant trauma or disorganised attachments which are related to the way feelings are processed and understood. Feelings are overwhelming, unpredictable and inconsistent and can trigger events that are out of control, frightening or hurtful. It is important to understand the child's internal working model of the world and experience of the adults around them. Strength and structure is provided by keeping desired outcomes in mind and within a framework of supportive control which will lead to connection and openly engaging with the child. Emotional coaching, relational play, lego therapy and safe spaces all provide highly supportive environments for children and young people. Child protection work is based on partneship, collaboration and Signs of Safety which are built upon to stabalise and strengthen the child's situation (James, no date). The new Act helps children and young people to have an education, a place to live, be healthy, have contact with family (if safe to) and are supported when leaving care. The Act allows a young person to continue receiving care  until 21 years of age or 25 years if in education, this will  help the young person transition more effectively into adulthood.
Social care costs money, is not free and needs to be funded. Main sources of funding include taxes, fees or charges and charity although the mix of funding is very complex. (Alcock, 2008) Under Section 51 of the Act local authorities can provide direct payments to meet the care and support a child needs.  Calculating the amount of direct payments must ensure the cost of securing the care and support needed and making sure outcomes are met. Direct payments enable voice and control and must not be seen as separatory. When financial contribution from an individual is needed a financial assessment is completed and it is made sure the individual/carer is clear on how it works (Welsh Government, 2017)
'Young carers play a significant role in caring for a family member who suffers from a physical or mental health problem, disability, or drug and alcohol problems'. Many young carers do not realise how their lives differ from other children's or how important they are within the family yet many carry physical and physocological burdens. With the Act, young carers are now entitled to an assesment which will monitor developmental needs of the child and whether it is appropriate for the child to provide such care and with young adult carers (aged between 16-25) the assessment also takes into account any current or future transitions the carer wishes to take. 
Advocacy services is another important part of the Act which provides assistance and support to help work through life issues. 
'Advocacy is taking action to help people say what they want, secure their rights, represent their interests and obtain services they need. Advocates and advocacy schemes work in partnership with the people they support and take their side. Advocacy promotes social inclusion, equality and social justice' (Action for Advocacy, 2002)
The act therefore encompasses every aspect of welfare and promotes the importance of good wellbeing from birth, throughout childhood and adulthood. The way in which these services are provided has changed as practitioners work together and aim to achieve greater consistency throughout Wales within the social care sector and allowing the individual to have a greater say about the care they receive. Although there have been some improvement in the last few years, the UK is still not performing well. Hopefully as this new Act develops we will see better outcomes in child wellbeing, happiness and life satisfaction across the country. 
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