Nuadu:

[bookmark: _Hlk525903681][bookmark: _Hlk525807265]Nuadu has variations of his name as King of the Tuatha Dé Danann and God of War. Variations include Nuadua, Nuadha, Nuada, and the titles of Nuada Argetlám (‘Nuada of the silver hand’) (MaCulloch, 1994) and Iriél Fáith (translation unknown) (Rhys, 1888). These variations are expected, as there are many different versions of Celtic myths, legends, and deities, and many different translations of said Celtic myths, legends, and deities.
The dog is an animal associated with Nuadu, (Cunliffe, 1986) likely his sacred animal. What kind of dog is unknown, but probably one that could be taken in correlation with war or ruling.

[bookmark: _Hlk525831250]As God of War and King of the Tuatha Dé Danann, we must assume that his worshippers and those who prayed to him saw him as a being to respect, and clearly one of power. Despite this, Nuadu could also have been a protector on some level due to his positions. As a War God, he was their support in battle and they would obviously have prayed to him for a win- particularly a good win, and not a damaging one. The warriors would have looked to him to see them through the battle, hence, protector.

[bookmark: _Hlk525768185][bookmark: _Hlk525831904]According to Irish tradition, the Pagan Gods are the most developed. The Irish Book of Invasions (the Lebor Gabála Érenn, a history of Ireland that was drawn up in the 11th century with base in oral traditions, poetry and narrative prose available at the time. This is the largest base of Celtic religion and its histories. It is considered today as a mythical treatise of the Ancient Celts with biblical aspects thrown in) (Pons, 2018) describes the Tuatha Dé Danann (‘people of the Goddess Danu’). The Tuatha Dé Danann consists of deities with specific functions. For example, Nuadu as their King and holds the domain of War. (Green, 1995) It is possible that the domain of war and Kingship go hand in hand, or he oversaw that domain before taking the throne. Little is mentioned of the Tuatha Dé Danann before they came to Ireland. This is unfortunate, as it would be interesting to understand the beginning of this pantheon, which would lead to how they gained their various domains and statuses.
It does not seem like Nuadah’s dismemberment saw him removed from his domain as War god. It was probably understood and taken better in the light of his domain, as war is never easy, wound-free, or clean. That he was injured, despite his sword and position of God of War, likely generated some unease as to his ability in battle. This could not have helped him retain his standing within the Tuatha Dé Danann.

The Goddess Danu is the Mother Goddess according to the sources. It is then possible, that she is either the mother of a few members of the pantheon (if this includes Nuadu it could be a reason for his title of King) or at least had some level of involvement in their creation and/or status as Gods and Goddesses.
[bookmark: _Hlk525769225]There are two different stories as to where the Tuatha Dé Danann came from. The earliest says they came from the heavens, whilst a later tale says they came from the North, reached Ireland on Beltane, shrouded in mist, burned their boat, and then, in one or two battles, defeated the Fir Bolgs and Fomorians at Matgured for rule of Ireland. It is in these battles that Nuadua lost either his hand or his arm to Sreng, the champion of the Fir Bolg, losing him his throne to Bres, a tyrant who earned himself disfavour among the Tuatha Dé Danann and the people for his approach to ruling. (MaCulloch, 1994)

If the Tuatha Dé Danann did exist, then these stories clearly indicate that they were either invaders or settlers. Going by the stories, there were also clearly some strong disputes over their right to Ireland, which they apparently won. It would help if there was some information as to where they came from, though speculation puts them from Finland, Holland, or Sweden. There is no information as to whether it was only the Tuatha Dé Danann that came to Ireland or were their others with them or others who came after they won or was it literally only them. The number would give us some level of importance of the move and could have led to speculation about why they did.

[bookmark: _Hlk525767953]Seven years later, estimated, Diancecht, or Dian Cécht, (Aldhouse-Green, 1992) the God of Healing (Aldhouse-Green, 1992), with Creidne’s help, created a new hand for him made of silver which gained him the name Nuada Argetlám, which translates as ‘Nuada of the silver hand’. This was then superseded when Diancecht’s son, Miach, regrew the lost hand with magic. This made him whole again and able to retake the throne. The other story goes that the father and son worked together to create the silver hand and that Miach did not magically regrow the limb that resulted in his death. (MaCulloch, 1994) This is of significance as it is the first sign of the idea of prosthesis shown in the Celtic mythology and indicates a level of acceptance for it.  After the return of his limb. Nuadha deposed Bres and ruled for twenty more years. Bres attempted revenge and to retake the throne but did not succeed and was killed for it. (Pons, 2018) Nuada’s retaking of the throne was likely made far easier by Bres’ actions during his rule, and these actions and behaviour likely gained Nuada much support in retaking his position.

Nuada retaking the throne led to war with the Fomori once more. (Rhys, 1888)
Nuada since allowed Lug to rule the Tuatha Dé Danann after he proved himself when he offered his support in the coming war, and when the second battle of Mag Tuired came, allowed him to lead. It was in this battle that Balor of the Evil Eye (Rhys, 1888) beheaded Nuada, thus killing him, only for him to be avenged by Lug who killed Balor and won the battle. (Pons, 2018)

Nuadha is noted to have a powerful weapon in the Claimh Solais, or ‘Sword of Light.’ It is said to have been one of the Four Treasures of the Tuatha Dé Danann, and that it came from the city of Findias. According to myth, once drawn no one could escape it or resist it, making it an incredible weapon to bear in battle. In this context, Balor killed Nuadha with apparent ease. (Pons, 2018)

In a later period of history, it appears Nuada had been taken into use as the Irish word for King. This would likely have come about from the fact that Celtic Kings were incarnations and/or representations of Gods and Goddesses, and therefore Deified in some form. (MaCulloch, 1994)
This would explain the use of Nuadu’s name as some representation of a King, as he was the King of the Tuatha Dé Danann according to sources. Using his name as some sort of title would give the position a weight of divine power that would be easily noticeable to anyone who knew the Celtic myths and legends.

Nuadu is clearly a God surrounded in mystery with a vague past. Despite this, he is of much importance to our understanding of the Tuatha Dé Danann, as his tale impacts many others. It is unfortunate that information on him is as vague as it is, however.
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