	
	
	




This exercise aims to demonstrate how one can ascertain the approximate date that an undated medieval text was written or issued. By systematically looking at individuals, locations, context and events, it is possible to suggest the most probable window of time for its issue. Due to the word limit I shall only mention select details and individuals that have significantly helped my study.

The king, named only as Henry of England, indicates that this monarch is the first king of that name. Henry 1 was king of England from 1100 - 1135, so this gives us our initial timeframe.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Handbook Of British Chronology,] 


Earl David (b.1084 – d.1153) began using the title of earl in 1113, when he married the second Countess of Huntingdon. Earl David became King of the Scots in 1124, therefor his title in this text would indicate a date between 1113 and April or May 1124.[footnoteRef:3]

Geoffrey Ridel died in the White Ship disaster in November 1120.  This document was written in the aftermath of that event, providing an earliest date of 25 November 1120.[footnoteRef:4]  [3:  Handbook Of British Chronology, p.???]  [4:  Judith A. Green, Women And Inheritance In Norman England: The Case Of Geva Ridel, Prosopon, issue 12, (2001) p.9.] 


Ranulf le Meschin (b.1070−d.1129), became earl of the county of Chester after the death of his cousin Richard d'Avranches (also on the White Ship). [footnoteRef:5] This corroborates the earliest date of 25 November 1120.  [5:  David Rollason  (trans), Durham Liber Vitae: London, (London: British Library, 2007),  p159. ] 


Geoffrey Ridels’ daughter is not named in the text, but we know from records that Richard Basset married Matilda Ridel between 1121-23 giving us a latest date sometime in 1123.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Ibid. p159] 


Robert Ridel (son of Geoffrey Ridel) was born in 1107.[footnoteRef:7] Custody of Geoffrey Ridel’s lands will not be granted to him until he is of age to become a knight, typically at around 21 years. The wording would indicate that Robert is significantly younger than this, too young to inherit or legally marry (perhaps fourteen or younger). If so, this would date the text to 1121-2, but certainly not later than 1128. [7:  Ibid ??] 


Geoffrey de Clinton (the elder) was appointed Sheriff of Warwickshire sometime in 1121. Since he is not addressed with that title in the document so we can assume that if records are accurate, this source may predate his appointment in late 1121.[footnoteRef:8] 
 [8:  David Crouch, ‘Geoffrey de Clinton and Roger, earl of Warwick’, Historical Research 55 (1982), pp.113–24.] 

The place of issue was Woodstock, and the date of issue must be between November 1120  and June 1123, when the king left England for Normandy. Henry 1 is known to have been present at Woodstock in March 1121 and again in January 1123.[footnoteRef:9] [9:  J. Stevenson (ed.), Chronicon Monasterii De Abingdon, Rolls Series, 2 vols (London, 1858), II, p.162.] 


To conclude, this document was written between November 1120 and no later than June 1123, with a more likely date of March 1121, which would corroborate all sources. 
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