Aspects of Confucianism and Daoism as Manifested within Chinese Fiction

Chinese fiction novels are an aspect of Chinese culture that are becoming more readily available to English-speaking countries, as shown by the creation of websites like Wuxiaworld and wiki fan pages on the novels and any ‘manhuas’[footnoteRef:1] (Chinese comics like the Japanese manga, not to be confused with the Korean ‘manhwa’[footnoteRef:2]) based on the novels. These Chinese fiction books are mostly within the genres of ‘wuxia’ (translated as ‘martial heroes’, is the genre heavily featuring martial artists)[footnoteRef:3], ‘xianxia’ (translated as ‘immortal heroes’, a subset of wuxia inspired by Daoism where the main characters cultivate to immortality)[footnoteRef:4], or ‘xuanhuan’ (translated as ‘mysterious fantasy’, another sub-genre of wuxia which mixes elements of Chinese culture with elements of western culture)[footnoteRef:5]. These genres include elements of Chinese philosophies and religions, including but not limited to, Daoism, Confucianism, and Buddhism (which is even mentioned within certain novels)[footnoteRef:6] although these elements may not be transparent at times. [1:  Definitions, (2020), https://www.definitions.net/definition/manhua (accessed 05/06/20)]  [2:  Lexico, (2020), https://www.lexico.com/definition/manhwa(accessed 05/06/20)]  [3:  Immortal Mountain, (2020), https://immortalmountain.wordpress.com/glossary/wuxia-xianxia-xuanhuan-terms/ (accessed 05/06/20)]  [4:  Immortal Mountain, (2020), https://immortalmountain.wordpress.com/glossary/wuxia-xianxia-xuanhuan-terms/ (accessed 05/06/20)]  [5:  Immortal Mountain, (2020), https://immortalmountain.wordpress.com/glossary/wuxia-xianxia-xuanhuan-terms/ (accessed 05/06/20)]  [6:  Wuxiaworld, (2020), https://www.wuxiaworld.com/novel/invincible, (accessed 05/06/20), chapters: 221-232/374-378/443/1167-1171/1286-1287/1370/1413/1427] 


[bookmark: _Hlk42268471]From reading Chinese xianxia and xuanhuan webnovels like the Douluo Dalu series[footnoteRef:7] (斗罗大陆)[footnoteRef:8] and I Shall Seal the Heavens[footnoteRef:9] (我欲封天)[footnoteRef:10] among other Chinese web-novels,[footnoteRef:11] one definition of ‘Dao’ (also written as ‘Tao’) is that it is not only the ‘Way’, but it represents a journey that each individual must take, whether this encompasses physical or spiritual development along the way is varied between the novellas. That journey is unique to each character, so although two people may be going down the way of the sword (referred to as the ‘sword Dao’), they would ultimately achieve different enlightenments which would result in two separate sword Daos and journeys despite the same general path. Another definition of Dao is: ‘an absolute principle underlying the universe, signifying the way (or path) that is in harmony with the natural order.’[footnoteRef:12] and ‘to follow the Dao is to follow the path to self-realisation.’[footnoteRef:13] Therefore, the Dao can be applied to every named character within the novels. This is because their personal experiences and their unique views on life would not match (although there may be similarities, it is impossible for two people to be perfectly identical). This understanding of the Dao is supported by the saying that no two people are alike, and simultaneously no two paths, or Daos, are alike either.  [7:  Book 1: Blue Silver Translations, (2014-2020) https://bluesilvertranslations.wordpress.com/chapter-list/, (accessed 05/06/20) Book 2:  - Wuxiaworld, (2020), https://www.wuxiaworld.com/novel/the-unrivaled-tang-sect, (accessed 05/06/20) Book 3: Wuxiaworld, (2020), https://www.wuxiaworld.com/novel/legend-of-the-dragon-king, (accessed 05/06/20) Book 4: Webnovel, (2020), https://www.webnovel.com/book/14107168305361805/Soul-Land-IV-(Douluo-Dalu)-%3A-Ultimate-Fighting (accessed 05/06/20)]  [8:  DongHua Reviews, (2018), https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4A2hAUZ55E4 (accessed 05/06/20)]  [9:  Wuxiaworld, (2020),https://www.wuxiaworld.com/novel/i-shall-seal-the-heavens (accessed 05/06/20)]  [10:  Fandom, (2020) https://i-shall-seal-the-heavens.fandom.com/wiki/I_Shall_Seal_the_Heavens (accessed 05/06/20)]  [11:  Invincible/Tales of Demons and Gods/Battle Through the Heavens/Divine Throne of Primordial Blood/Coiling Dragon/The Charm of Soul Pets/Upgrade Specialist in Another World/Spirit Realm/Stellar Transformations/Perfect World, Against the Gods/A Will Eternal/A Record of a Mortal’s Journey to Immortality (all found at https://www.wuxiaworld.com/ (accessed 05/06/20))]  [12:  Lexico, (2020), https://www.lexico.com/definition/tao (accessed 05/06/20)]  [13:  Oxford Reference, (2020), https://www.oxfordreference.com/view/10.1093/acref/9780199546091.001.0001/acref-9780199546091-e-11353 (accessed 05/06/20)] 


	Novels like Douluo Dalu (also known as Soul Land)[footnoteRef:14], Tales of Demons and Gods[footnoteRef:15] (妖神记)[footnoteRef:16] and Invincible[footnoteRef:17] (无敌天下)[footnoteRef:18] show that each person has their own path. In the Douluo Dalu series, each person has a ‘martial soul’ that gets awakened at age 6, and they find out how much inherent soul power they have, between the digits of 0 and 10. If someone’s martial soul is awakened with inherent soul power of 0, they cannot cultivate their soul power to increase its rank, and they become a regular citizen, not a soul master. A quote from the third book in the series (Douluo Dalu 3: The Legend of the Dragon King, 斗罗大陆3龙王传说[footnoteRef:19]),[footnoteRef:20] shows the importance of martial souls and soul power: ‘the martial soul had long since become the most significant factor in determining someone’s life. However, the emergence of soul power was even more important. Soul power was a type of energy that nourished and upgraded the martial soul. Although everyone possessed a martial soul, only one in a thousand people might possess soul power.’[footnoteRef:21] Furthermore, their martial soul would influence what they could or could not do, as someone with a hoe as a martial soul would be better at agriculture than most other people.[footnoteRef:22] [14:  Wuxiaworld, (2020), https://www.wuxiaworld.com/novel/the-unrivaled-tang-sect (accessed 05/06/20); Wuxiaworld, (2020), https://www.wuxiaworld.com/novel/legend-of-the-dragon-king (accessed 05/06/20)]  [15:  Wuxiaworld, (2020), https://www.wuxiaworld.com/novel/tales-of-demons-and-gods (accessed 05/06/20)]  [16:  Night Comic, (2020), https://nightcomic.com/manga/tales-of-demons-and-gods-original-english-version/ (accessed 05/06/20)]  [17:  Wuxiaworld, (2020), https://www.wuxiaworld.com/novel/invincible (accessed 05/06/20)]  [18:  Novel Updates, (2016-2020), https://www.novelupdates.com/series/invincible/ (accessed 05/06/20)]  [19:  Fandom, (2020), https://soulland.fandom.com/wiki/Soul_Land_III (accessed 05/06/20)]  [20:  Wuxiaworld, (2020), https://www.wuxiaworld.com/novel/legend-of-the-dragon-king (accessed 05/06/20)]  [21:  Wuxiaworld, (2020), https://www.wuxiaworld.com/novel/legend-of-the-dragon-king/ldk-chapter-1 (accessed 05/06/20)]  [22:  ibid] 


Invincible echoes the Douluo Dalu series. At the start of the story, each person in their Martial Spirit World has a chance of awakening a martial spirit before their 7th birthday. However, further into the novel the main character Huang Xiaolong discovers that the martial spirits exist only in his world as he ascends to higher planes and cultivates himself to become more powerful, and ultimately, immortal, as is common throughout Chinese webnovels relying on cultivation for the improvement of longevity and power of characters. This links into the Daoist tradition that ‘a rigorous self-cultivation leads to longevity and immortality’.[footnoteRef:23] Many cultivation-based xuanhuan or xianxia novels follow a pattern of cultivation ranks, with each rank increasing the longevity of the cultivator. Most novels also include ascension to higher planes (Tales of Demons and Gods,[footnoteRef:24] and Invincible[footnoteRef:25]) but they are not always included within the novel. Towards the end of Upgrade Specialist in Another World[footnoteRef:26] (异界之装备强化专家),[footnoteRef:27] there is a discussion about a higher plane that can be described as a heaven, or a place for gods, but the main character Bai Yunfei does not actually ascend to that higher plane within the written story.[footnoteRef:28] In addition, within the novels of Douluo Dalu, Invincible and Tales of Demons and Gods, once they reach a certain rank in their cultivation, they cannot stay within their lower plane for long, and cannot return by any normal means, as the lower plane cannot handle their level of cultivation. This could signify the reaching of Heaven within Daoist means, or a representation of achieving enlightenment after which their world would not be the same for them. This would mean that their journey is on the right path, for they were able to become enlightened and ascend to a higher plane, which is something many struggle to do.  [23:  Acker, P., (2006) p16]  [24:  Wuxiaworld, (2020), https://www.wuxiaworld.com/novel/tales-of-demons-and-gods/tdg-chapter-234 (accessed 05/06/20)]  [25:  Wuxiaworld, (2020),https://www.wuxiaworld.com/novel/invincible/inv-chapter-977 (accessed 05/06/20), Wuxiaworld, (2020), https://www.wuxiaworld.com/novel/invincible/inv-chapter-978 (accessed 05/06/20)]  [26:  Wuxiaworld, (2020), https://www.wuxiaworld.com/novel/upgrade-specialist-in-another-world (accessed 05/06/20)]  [27:  Novel Cool, (2016-2020), https://www.novelcool.com/novel/Upgrade-Specialist-in-Another-World.html (accessed 05/06/20)]  [28:  Wuxiaworld, (2020), https://www.wuxiaworld.com/novel/upgrade-specialist-in-another-world/usaw-book-11-chapter-1356 (accessed 05/06/20)] 


Confucianism is also noted within the same novellas. As Confucianism is based on ethics and morals,[footnoteRef:29] it can be easy at times to see where the Confucianism, or conversely the lack of Confucianism, comes into the books. Any time a character makes a choice on whether to kill, incapacitate or allow another character to live would relate to the Confucian morals, depending on which choice the main character made. If they decided to kill the character, it could be seen as turning their back on the Confucian morals, whereas if they incapacitate or let the other character live, they would be abiding by the Confucian morals, to an extent. In addition to these morals, Confucianism ‘stresses the supreme importance of personal character and the extension of family affection’[footnoteRef:30], especially the relationship between father and son.[footnoteRef:31] Again, there are examples for where there is a lot of familial love, especially between father and son (e.g. Battle Through the Heavens[footnoteRef:32] (斗破苍穹)[footnoteRef:33],  and Invincible), as well as examples where this familial love is almost non-existent (such as Divine Throne of Primordial Blood[footnoteRef:34] 原血神座[footnoteRef:35], and Douluo Dalu: The Unrivaled Tang Sect[footnoteRef:36] (斗罗大陆 II: 绝世唐门)[footnoteRef:37], although to an extent). However, familial love may not necessarily only mean the love for a family, as it could also mean the love a character has for their sect, or their school. Within the Douluo Dalu series, every main character has viewed their main academy Shrek, as a home, or a second home at a minimum. That would then mean that the main characters do have a familial love for Shrek and the teachers there, as well as the other students, especially the ones within the Shrek Seven Devils with the main characters. A final characteristic of Confucianism visible within Chinese fiction novels is the importance of Heaven and the influence of Heaven on the main realm.[footnoteRef:38] [29:  Stanford Encyclopaedia of Philosophy, (2020), https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/confucius/#ConfChinPhilSymbTradCult (accessed 05/06/20)]  [30:  Stanford Encyclopaedia of Philosophy, (2020), https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/confucius/#FamiStat (accessed 05/06/20)]  [31:  Stanford Encyclopaedia of Philosophy, (2020), https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/confucius/#FamiStat (accessed 05/06/20)]  [32:  Wuxiaworld, (2020), https://www.wuxiaworld.com/novel/battle-through-the-heavens (accessed 05/06/20)]  [33:  Fandom, (2020), https://battle-through-the-heavens.fandom.com/wiki/Battle_Through_The_Heavens_Wikia (accessed 05/06/20)]  [34:  Wuxiaworld, (2020), https://www.wuxiaworld.com/novel/divine-throne-of-primordial-blood (accessed 05/06/20)]  [35:  Wuxiaworld, (2020), https://www.wuxiaworld.com/novel/divine-throne-of-primordial-blood (accessed 05/06/20)]  [36:  Wuxiaworld, (2020), https://www.wuxiaworld.com/novel/the-unrivaled-tang-sect (accessed 05/06/20)]  [37:  Fandom, (2020), https://soulland.fandom.com/wiki/Soul_Land_II (accessed 05/06/20)]  [38:  Stanford Encyclopaedia of Philosophy, (2020), https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/confucius/#FamiStat, (accessed 05/06/20)] 


	 Within the xianxia and xuanhuan novels, there is a variety of characters having morals and characters with a lack of them. The characters with a lack of morals are usually portrayed as evil characters, and those with morals as ‘better’. Even the main characters have ranging morals, as there are some who prefer to kill all their enemies, to ‘cut weeds and eliminate the roots’ (eliminate the problem completely so it cannot come back to cause more trouble) as is the Chinese idiom that is commonly used within the novels. This is something very logical to do; leaving a survivor could create more problems for the character in the future, which is not optimal unless the character is a masochist and loves making things harder for themselves. Hence, to completely follow the Confucian morals[footnoteRef:39] of benevolence and humaneness within these xianxia and xuanhuan novels would have much detriment to the characters. However, this does not mean that they cannot have moments where they do follow the Confucian morals. Within the xuanhuan novel Battle Through the Heavens, the main character Xiao Yan allows a potentially lethal enemy to merge his mercenary company into the company of Xiao Yan’s brothers.[footnoteRef:40] It is only after swallowing a poison pill and defending a new attack that was too powerful for him to take, instead of dodging or fleeing, that the enemy begins to be trusted.[footnoteRef:41] Therefore, in this case the show of Confucian morals is an asset for Xiao Yan and his brothers, but within the worlds of xianxia and xuanhuan novels, Confucian morals can easily be detrimental for the main characters. [39:  Stanford Encyclopaedia of Philosophy, (2020), https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/confucius/#ConfChinPhilSymbTradCult (accessed 05/06/20)]  [40:  Wuxiaworld, (2020), https://www.wuxiaworld.com/novel/battle-through-the-heavens/btth-chapter-247 (accessed 05/06/20)]  [41:  Wuxiaworld, (2020), https://www.wuxiaworld.com/novel/battle-through-the-heavens (accessed 05/06/20) chapters 271-272 ] 


	Another aspect of Confucianism that is prevalent within these novels is familial love, especially between father and son.[footnoteRef:42] This can either be shown as a perfect example of Confucianism, i.e. the relationship between Xiao Yan and his brothers[footnoteRef:43] and father in Battle Through the Heavens where there is unconditional love between them all,[footnoteRef:44] even during the problem of Xiao Yan losing the majority of his cultivated qi.[footnoteRef:45] Or it could be shown as the opposite of this, as shown in Divine Throne of Primordial Blood, where the father of Su Chen gives less and less love to his son after he goes blind, and that treatment only worsens when Su Chen stands up for himself within his Clan[footnoteRef:46] (their family is referred to as a clan as all extended members live together with the grandfather of Su Chen as the Clan Head) to the point that after Su Chen regains his sight and it eventually gets revealed to the clan, he ends up denouncing them as family.[footnoteRef:47] [42:  Stanford Encyclopaedia of Philosophy, (2020), https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/confucius/#FamiStat, (accessed 05/06/20) ; Zhao, Y., (2020), https://uwtsd.hosted.panopto.com/Panopto/Pages/Viewer.aspx?id=d8c9531e-63d7-42dc-ac14-abbc0064732b (accessed 05/06/20)]  [43:  Wuxiaworld, (2020), https://www.wuxiaworld.com/novel/battle-through-the-heavens/btth-chapter-185 (accessed 05/06/20)]  [44:  Wuxiaworld, (2020), https://www.wuxiaworld.com/novel/battle-through-the-heavens/btth-chapter-106 (accessed 05/06/20)]  [45:  Wuxiaworld, (2020), https://www.wuxiaworld.com/novel/battle-through-the-heavens/btth-chapter-1 (accessed 05/06/20)]  [46:  Wuxiaworld, (2020), https://www.wuxiaworld.com/novel/divine-throne-of-primordial-blood/dtpb-chapter-1-025 – 27/28]  [47:  Wuxiaworld, (2020), https://www.wuxiaworld.com/novel/divine-throne-of-primordial-blood (accessed 05/06/20) chapters 94-96/150-151 6] 


	The final aspect of Confucianism mentioned is also linked into Daoism, and that is the importance of Heaven and higher realms.[footnoteRef:48] In Confucianism, ‘As the transcendental Being, Heaven is believed to have the power to determine the course of the natural and the human world.’[footnoteRef:49] Furthermore, ‘In the Confucian classics is referred to as a divine being who controls and determines the human world.’ Within Douluo Dalu 3: Legend of the Dragon King, these elements of Confucianism are displayed as the Divine Realm being missing and cut off from the human realm. This directly affects the human realm, as resources are getting scarcer and the overall health of the plane is plummeting drastically. In addition, lower planes than the human realm are attempting to take the last of the life source of the human realm, resulting in the human realm being put into a worse position because of the loss of the Divine Realm’s protection. In relation to this, there are times where a person within a novel can become ‘one with Heaven’[footnoteRef:50] or achieve a ‘unity of Man and Heaven’[footnoteRef:51]. Both of these require enlightenment to be reached and can be stimulated in different ways. In the second novel of the Douluo Dalu series, The Unrivaled Tang Sect[footnoteRef:52], the main character Huo Yuhao meets an opponent within a competition who had reached the unity of Heaven and Man, and from battling this opponent Huo Yuhao gained comprehension into this legendary state of self.[footnoteRef:53] Both of these states improved the fighting capacity of the character, and the circumstances in which Tang Wulin in Douluo Dalu 3 achieves ‘one with Heaven’ (when forging the highest rank metals for battle armour) it even means he can increase the power and fighting capacity of anyone he wishes, which starts with his companions in his generation of Shrek Seven Devils, and the teachers of his academy, Shrek. [48:  Stanford Encyclopaedia of Philosophy, (2020), https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/confucius/#FamiStat (accessed 05/06/20)]  [49:  Stanford Encyclopaedia of Philosophy, (2020), https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/confucius/#FamiStat (accessed 05/06/20)]  [50:  Read Novel Full, (2020), https://readnovelfull.com/the-legend-of-the-dragon-king/chapter-1573-one-with-the-heaven.html (accessed 05/06/20)]  [51:  Wuxiaworld, (2020), https://www.wuxiaworld.com/novel/the-unrivaled-tang-sect/uts-chapter-321-2 (accessed 05/06/20)]  [52:  Wuxiaworld, (2020), https://www.wuxiaworld.com/novel/the-unrivaled-tang-sect (accessed 05/06/20)]  [53:  Wuxiaworld, (2020), https://www.wuxiaworld.com/novel/the-unrivaled-tang-sect/uts-chapter-321-2 (accessed 05/06/20)] 


	In conclusion, aspects of both Confucianism and Daoism are deeply embedded within the worlds of Chinese fiction. Aspects of Daoism, in particular the ‘Dao’ or ‘Way’ as a journey, the cultivation to immortality, and the ascension to higher realms are more obvious within works of xianxia and xuanhuan. Specific elements of Confucianism, namely morality and humaneness, familial love and the importance of Heaven, are less apparent but are evident within works of xianxia and xuanhuan.
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