Creolisation

What is ‘creolisation’?
· Creolisation is the merging of two cultures
· This can be seen with Romano-Celtic Religions when looking at the Roman accounts of the Celtic religion – assigning Celtic gods with what is seen as the Roman equivalent

Do you think this approach helps us to improve our understanding of ‘Romano-Celtic religions’?
· When reading Webster’s evidence as to why we should use creolisation instead of Romanisation, she provides plenty of reasons why. Romanisation is outdated, and creolisation will let us explore other possibilities and further knowledge in certain areas as to why events happened
· Webster talks about Collingwood and the 1930s theory of ‘Fusion’, who talks about Romano-British culture being a ‘hybrid’; this can be seen with the god interpretations being similar, however the Romans still wanted to give other people what they had as they believed it to be greater, which Haverfield agrees with.
· Webster uses Epona as an example of a purely Celtic goddess, with no relation to any Graeco-Romano deity. This can be seen with creolisation, as the Romans accepted Epona despite having no relation to any of their own pantheon of deities.
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