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MODULE AIMS

• To equip student teachers with the skills of critical analysis 
and evaluation, to understand the differing perspectives that 
underpin theories of child development and actively address 
the external factors that impact on well-being and 
development. 

• To engage students in the transformative model of practice 
which initiates change in an educational setting, based on 
evidence from critical reflection and evaluation.

.



MODULE LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon the successful completion of this module, you should be able 
to demonstrate the ability to: 

evidence a critical 
understanding of theories 
and research that impact on 
well-being, child 
development and learning 
from 0-19 years and apply 
this to personal practice.

present a personal, critical 
stance on the role of the 
professional teacher in 
relation to meeting the 

needs of a diverse range of 
children and young people, 

including challenging 
assumptions, beliefs that 

lead to prejudice and 
stereotyping.

critically reflect and 
evaluate a range of 
different approaches for 
meeting the diverse needs 
of all learners in a range of 
settings, and justify choices 
made in personal practice.



ECAD6007
Assignment

• How will this session contribute to 
the assignment?

A critical evaluation and the identification of next 
teaching and learning steps focusing on a case study 
of an individual learner or a group of learners, based 
on an observed critical incident (equivalent to 5000 

words).

Submission: 29/10/19 (deadline 23:59)

















Emotional Significance

There are exceptions … that one off experience!



Our knowledge of memory suggests the 
following:

 Don’t cover new material too quickly

 Slow down

 Leave a silence after an important 
sentence

 Children need activities which 
encourage them to process new 
material

 Allow children to use and personally 
restructure the information

 For information to be stored in LTM
it must be recalled and used often















(Geoff Petty, 2009)









Right! Let’s sort this out in the alley!



















What does it mean to 
understand something?

• To understand something is to explain it in 
terms of other concepts e.g. Division

• New learning is built on existing learning





Constructivist school believes:

 Learn by doing

 Ask children challenging questions

 As a result children make own sense 
of what they are learning in order to 
use it in real life.

Apply previous learning from today’s session



Theory of ‘constructivism’
Learning is a physical process

(Billions of neurons connect 

to make a network which encodes

the new learning)



Theory of ‘constructivism’
Learning is a physical process

(Billions of neurons connect 

to make a network which 

encodes the new learning)
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