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The importance of a teacher knowing and understanding the development of a child is very important because all children develop at a different pace. Also in different ways, this then enables them to make sure that they are able to find strategies on how to improve the child’s development in learning. Children may excel in their academic studies but not with their behaviour, this could also be vice versa. ‘Teachers require knowledge of the unique skills that each child brings to the classroom in order to effectively target instruction towards students’ learning needs.’ (Stanford cepa, 2014). The development of the child should be holistic so that all of the needs of the child are met. There are 6 Areas of Learning and Experiences, these include: Expressive arts, Health and Well-being, Humanities, Languages, Literacy and Communication, Mathematics and Numeracy and also Science and Technology. The children need to have access to all of the areas of learning to ensure that what they need to develop on is seen and helped. Ensuring that the children get the best learning that they require should impact the learning and the teaching in the classroom because when the teacher knows what the children need to learn and develop on the setting will be set up with posters and activities that the children require. In this assignment I will be discussing Ella’s development what stage she is at with her developments and to find out how she is able to improve on and how as a teacher I would help her and also what I have seen in settings that I have visited on what would be beneficial for Ella. 
The roles and responsibilities that the teacher would have when they are aiding the children’s development will be that the teachers have to ensure that they plan essential activities that the children require for their development. They need to assess the children to make sure that they have the right activities and equipment in the setting to help the children. ‘Aside from simply teaching in the classroom, teachers are implementers of learning, providing pupils with the material and tools they need to excel a subject…. Teachers also play the part of assessors, constantly evaluating students’ skills through official and informal assessments, providing propositions for development and assigning marks.’ (SCCD,2019).
The stage that Ella is in with her cognitive development is the preoperational stage ‘At Piaget’s preoperational stage, children acquire the ability to represent ideas and to engage in mental imagery. In particular, they do this through the medium language. They have an egocentric view; that is, they view the world almost exclusively from their own point of view and ﬁnd it difﬁcult to consider situations from another’s perspective, known as ‘decentring’. (Pritchard, 2014). In Ella’s pupil profile it states that she is able to name simple objects- such as doggy, she understands the use of common household items. I am able to know where Ella is on her development because Piaget believes that the children go through stages and with help from the students profile I am able to see that she is in the preoperational stage. Vygotsky has a different belief to Piaget in the theory of cognitive development, Vygotsky believes that the children learn and develop from talking to adults, where Piaget believes that they find it by their own point of view. 
For Ella on where she is on her cognitive development as a teacher I would recommend to work with Ella to be able to understand more items and to start to connect them to other things such as a dog and a bark and that a dog is the animal that is able to bark. I would make sure that what I had set out for Ella would also be helpful for other pupils in the class so that if any of the other children need any support that they would also be able to benefit from it. The strategy that I would use would allow images and also words that I would be able to connect with other images so that the children are able to see images of what it is. One theorist that believes in this is Jerome Bruner. ‘The role of the teacher should not be to teach information by rote learning, but instead to facilitate the learning process. This means that a good teacher will design lessons that help students discover the relationship between bits of information.’ (Mcleed, 2019) While I was on my bridging experience I saw that the children had a help desk that the teacher would put resources that would help with the activity that they were doing. When I saw the help desk the children were doing an activity on maths [image: ]and on the table were numicon, a number line, a times table chart and many other things. This could be used for Ella so that when she needs support she is able to help herself to start to understand what she is doing. I had also seen the Going for gold chart, this would help Ella with her cognitive development because when she would do something that the teacher asked or did something well she would get an acorn and a reward after she had enough acorns to be able to take home. 
The stage that Ella is in with her Social development is where children are aimed to be at age 2. This includes, ‘Communicating primarily with words supported by other means including gestures and pointing. Able to shift their attention from a toy to a person when playing. Begin to show an awareness of their own feelings and the feelings of others.’ (Humber.nhs.uk, 2019) I am able to see that Ella is at the stage of someone age 2 because on her pupil profile I am able to see that Ella likes to play alone and does not share any resources with other children when they are playing. She also is able to talk but does not speak clearly and only uses one word responses, she also uses gestures when she wants to say something or is talking about something. 
To enable Ella to have the best outcome I would recommend to be able to work on her Social development by encouraging Ella to play with others in the class by finding things that she has in common with other children and set an activity that they are able to do together so that Ella would be able to improve on her social skills. I would also use sign language around the class to make sure that all of the children learn sign language, this then enables them to talk to Ella because [image: ]she uses a lot of sign when she is trying to communicate. This way all of the children will be able to communicate with Ella. John Bowlby believes this because he states that children need to have an attachment with someone for them to develop to their best potential, ‘Children show a marked preference for closeness to a small number of adults and these attachments are a normal and universal part of human development.’ [image: ](Pound, 2006) This will be beneficial for Ella’s development because more children will be able to communicate with her so she will then be able to improve on sharing and communicating with other people. It will also be beneficial for Ella because if she starts to communicate with the teachers she will have a primary caregiver while she is in the setting and then may show her full potential in class. I also saw while on bridging the 3 before me rules, this enables the children to be able to look and ask for help around the class before asking the teacher for help and this enables the children to have better social skills because the other children are able to help.
The stage that Ella is in with her Physical development is around the age of on year to 2 years, she has also some of the points that are in a higher stage ‘He still takes time to establish his balance. The child will climb stairs by putting one foot then the other on the same step.’ (Woodfield, 2004) While looking at Ella’s profile I have seen that Ella is able to walk up stairs with the support of a teacher. I have also seen that she does not have a preferred hand and is only able to scribble on paper. Mildred Parton believes in this, she believes that the children go through stages of play and that Ella is in the solitary play stage. This is where she stays alone to play and do not notice people around her playing. The next stage she needs to develop on is to start to realise that there are other children playing around her and for her to start to observe what they are doing.
What I would recommend for Ella is to help her to be able to improve on her physical development is to be able to do more fine and gross motor skilled activities while in P.E lessons such as yoga, this enables the children to use their fine and gross motor skills while doing the moves. They use their fingers to hold themselves up and their gross motor skills to hold their bodies in place. I would also have a fine motor skills box so that all of the children are able to benefit and are able to work with Ella to help her to develop on her skills. 
I have seen while in placement a child that was behind on their development and they were given a sensory circuit, this enables the child to have time with a teacher and a little group of friends to enable them to develop on what they are behind on. This would benefit Ella so she would be able to work in a group and also develop on her gross motor and fine motor skills while being with a teacher so that they are able to work with a teacher to have support. I had also seen on placement that the class had to do half an hour a day on go noodle, this then enables the children to get up in class and copy what they are doing on the board and everyone is encouraged to get up and move around. The children were enjoying this and it was helping their gross motor skills because they were getting up and moving but they were also using their fine motor skills, on the video they were using play dough and increasing their fine motor skills. 
To conclude I am able to see as Ella’s teacher that she is behind in most of her developments. I do not know as her teacher what is going on at home to have the knowledge of why she is behind in her development but as her teacher I am able to try my hardest to make sure that what I do in school is able to help her on her development and will help out in what she needs. I am also able to make sure that while she is in my care that I am a supportive carer and that I am approachable so that she is able to come and talk to me if there are any problems that she needs support with. 
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