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[bookmark: _Int_roEExy92][bookmark: _Int_rwlNNcVS][bookmark: _Int_qNrcjHmw][bookmark: _Int_9IO1G1P6][bookmark: _Int_mrcBvuZZ][bookmark: _Int_S3nsn8FO]Whilst I was doing my assignment, I faced a lot of different challenges. One of the biggest challenges I faced was during week 5. This was about a week before my assignment due. The challenge was that one day I went to finish off part 2 and all my work was gone. This was because my auto save was not on, so I had to restart everything. What I had written was component 1 and the first paragraph component 2. That was in total about 4 – 5 paragraphs that I had to completely rewrite. Thankfully, the source I was using was in my search history, so I did not have to spend even more time to find a whole different source. I feel like if I have also lost my source, it would have been even more difficult for me to get the whole assignment done. In a way at the start, I found my source more confusing because I did not understand who to reference as the as the source i used to had more references in it. I overcame my work deleting by sitting down and thinking what I wrote previously and restarting the work. However, I did not just sit there and try get everything the same as it was before because that would have just ended up being a complete mess. For example, when I would try get a sentence the exact same it would always end up not making any sense or it would sound academically incorrect. Whilst this was happening, I found myself uncertain as to how I should feel about it. It just added onto the stress and anger trying to get components 1, 2 and 3 done in under a week. When I figured out my work was gone and not just in a random file I tried searching for any type of picture I took of my work, but I could not find anything. I even tried looking into my old word account as I thought I might have started on that account, but it was not there. This made me more stressed out because I did really think it was on there. I was in denial that my work was gone at the start. I started feeling more frustrated with everything and everyone because I thought I would not make the deadline. But I could not just keep being frustrated with everything and I had to start doing in the fastest but best way I could so that the assignment had the full potential it should have had. When I started getting towards the end of the assignment I stopped feeling as stressed because I knew I was going to make the deadline however I did not know if it was the best work I could have done. I tried my best to get it to reasonable level of work and the best it could be with the time limit I had, but I knew it was not the best it could have been. The assignment I did need more time for it to be a good essay however that is the best I could do at that time. I believe my next assignment will be way better. A good thing that came out  of the challenge I faced was I realised that it is not the end of the world when my work is gone and that I will be able to get it done in time if I put the right amount effort and dedication into it. I feel like this was a good learning curve because now I know that in that specific situation I do not have to panic as I have experienced this before. In a way it was a good thing that happened because the work I did before may not have been a good draft.I know that next time this will happen I will go about it in a much better manner, and my work will be way better. The worst thing was definitively trying to fit the time limit as I said before. This was also extremely hard because I had to take breaks in between writing otherwise my brain would stop working. So, with a week to do all 3 components and take breaks in between as well felt very impossible for me to get it done. For next time I know that I should not doubt myself and believe that I can do it. The negative thoughts do not help whilst being in such a small-time frame. Another thing was the referencing because I did not understand it as much from the start anyway, so I was unsure if I was doing it correctly. When I became very unsure about the references, I decided to go back to the Harvard referencing powerpoint and re read it all. This helped me out a lot because it helped me understand it more. I also looked back into my earlier work from the referencing lesson where we practised it, so it showed me how to properly reference it as well. A key factor that contributed to this experience was the lack of experience I had with writing long essays etc as in college I would only draft shorter essays which would automatically save. I thought that it applied to the version of word I have on my iPad as-well however my autosave was not on. Also, because in college I would never do any sort of referencing It was my first time coming across some thing like that. This added onto my frustration because I could not make sense of it at first. That is why it led me to confusion. I was the most confused with creating a full reference list. I felt like structure of the reference was what confused me most because I did not know how to specifically write it in the correct form. Personally, I believe that because it was my first time referencing, I did an okay job at it. I feel like this was one of the hardest things for me to do because the source I used already had references in it and I couldn’t find some of the original sources or they were in a different language so I had to write it in the other language.I feel like if I had way more experience with referencing, I would have had a way better time doing it and a much better outcome would have come out of it. I now am a bit more confident with Harvard referencing so I know for my next assignment I will be way better at doing it and have less confusion doing it using more practice. I also now know that even if autosave is on to save the work just incase because I do not want to lose my work again. The consequences to me not making sure my work was saved as it led to way more stress and anger than I normally would have had before a due date. Next time I will over save my work, as in every-time I go off make sure autosave is on and just in case press save so that I do not fall into that situation again. I will also let myself take more time doing it as in start off weeks before the assignment is due. Next time I need to make sure I fully understand the assignment and not wait until last minute to ask questions about it because sometimes the lectures may be busy with something else and not get back to you until a couple of days later. In Conclusion I learnt that I need to keep calm when a challenge occurs and just keep doing my work. I also learnt that I should not be shy to ask questions and asking things in real life is much better as you get the information straight away. My plan for my next assignment is to be fully prepared with notes, drafts, and full understanding of the subject. The notes and drafts will help me incase I lose my work once again. Fully understanding the subject will help me do my assignments because I will not sit there with different questions last minute not being able to get a precise response. Another thing is Harvard referencing; Harvard referencing was one of the biggest challenges for me because I did not fully understand the structure and I still do not fully understand it. My goal for next term is to be fully confident in Harvard referencing so I no longer struggle with it in the future and so my referencing is the best it possibly could be.














Smart action plan
I want to improve my confidence in using Harvard referencing, like in text citations and writing full reference lists 
I will complete referencing practise activities and check my accuracy using a guide. I will also check improvements. 
This is a realistic goal because the resources are available to me snd the activities will only take about 20 minutes 
Harvard referencing is important to avoid plagiarism and will help me achieve higher grades in written assignments. 
I will achieve this by the end of next term. This gives me about 10 weeks to practise consistently. 
