Suggestions for documentary analysis

The third part of your portfolio asks you to write an analysis of a documentary source, as outlined below. 


Analysis of a documentary source (Part 4)

The aim here is to analyse the value and limitations of a document as a historical source. You need to think about who the author was (if there was one); when was he writing? what was his purpose in writing? If the document is a legal or constitutional one (such as a charter, or a statute of the Cistercian General Chapter), you will need to consider in what circumstances the document was issued and what purpose it was intended to serve. These questions, WHO, WHEN, WHY?, will help you to assess the value and limitations of the source. 


You have 1000 words, which means that your commentary needs to be tightly constructed, and not too long. It is better to take a chapter, or extract, of a whole.  Some suggestions are:

A chapter from The Rule of St Benedict (the first part of Chapter 1, for example)

Chapter 17 of the Exordium Parvum (describing the abbacy of Stephen Harding)

Orderic Vitalis, Essay on the New Orders (pp. 325-27, last three paragraphs)

Carta caritatis, chapter 7 (the General Chapter) or chapter 11 (of the death and election of abbots)

Bernard, Apologia, ‘On Meals’, or ‘On Drink’, or ‘On gold and silver images’. 


