AHHI6012 Imagining the City:  The Urban Experience, c. 1851–Present
Algeria: Colonial City, Week 7–8
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Panorama of Algiers, 1930s
Lectures summary:
These lectures explore the history of Algiers, the capital city of modern-day Algeria, in the eras of colonialism and decolonisation. We shall consider how imperialism was inscribed on the geography and built environment of Algiers – but also the ways in which the cityscape’s organisation and form came to be exploited by nationalists during the Algerian War of Independence (1954–1962).
	The Week 7 lecture begins by completing our discussion of Shanghai, focusing on the post-WWII period. This acts as a jump-off point for thinking about the relationships between cities and nations, cities and nationalism. This has relevance to Algiers, a key scene of contestation in the struggle for Algerian independence: the cityscape of Algiers is a zone of contestation between nationalist narratives and the material legacy of its former status as an imperial/colonial city.
	Having established these themes, the lecture focuses more concertedly on the history of Algiers and Algeria up to the present day – with attention paid mostly to the colonial era. The lecture will briefly discuss the ancient history of Algiers and the indigenous Berber population, as well as successive colonisation of Algeria by Arab and Ottoman dynasties. Attention then shifts to France’s invasion of the Ottoman Regency of Algiers in 1830, and the gradual incorporation of inland Algeria into the French Empire. Subsequently, the lecture’s narrative charts key events in the history of French Algeria through to decolonisation, making passing comment on Algeria in the post-independence era. Having established this long chronology, the lecture hones in on the impact of the imposition of French rule on Algiers. Here, respective parts of the central Algiers inhabited by majority Arab-Muslim (the Casbah) and European (the Marine Quarter) populations will be differentiated, with the lecture also documenting processes of suburbanisation, congestion and ‘urban sprawl’ which occurred in the decades leading up to Algerian War of Independence. Throughout, thought is given to how colonialism shaped Algiers’s built environment, and how colonialism was understood and experienced by different inhabitants of the city. We will also consider the romanticised (and eroticised) vision of Algiers conveyed by Orientalist paintings and filsm such as Pepe Le Moko. In this respect, there are overlaps with our study of Shanghai – but with several important distinctions: a) that, unlike Shanghai, Algiers was a formal part of a European empire, and a settler colony at that; and b) our focus penetrates beyond exterior, public spaces of streets, squares and the riverfront into the organisation of private households within the Casbah. This leads us to consider ways Algiers’ urban landscape actually proved conducive to resistance to empire and, ultimately, how it had strategic utilities for Algerian nationalists during the War of Independence. 
Regarding the latter, the writings of Frantz Fanon will be discussed in detail in Week 8. Fanon’s account of the War of Independence (much like the film The Battle of Algiers) act as important guides to the National Liberation Front’s tactical negotiation of Algiers’ cityscape and to the important concept/theory/practice of ‘postcolonialism.’ When considering Fanon’s account of Algiers ‘unveiled,’ students will also be encouraged to think about the complicated ways issues of race, class and gender intersect in urban-colonial settings. This leads us to use sources by the novelist and philosopher Albert Camus as spokesperson for the alternative viewpoint of Algiers working-class, European population – sometimes referred to as the pieds-noirs (‘black feet’).
	
Reading and other preparation:
Week 6 (March 8 lecture)
Background reading – No required reading this week, but one extra piece for Week 8 instead
· Ben Highmore, ‘Colonial Spacing: Control and Conflict in the Colonial and Neocolonial City,’ Cityspcapes (Basingtoke, Hampshire: Palgrave MacMillan, 2005), pp. 70–91.

Week 7 (March 15 lecture)
· Albert Camus, ‘Summer in Algiers’ (1936), ‘Algeria’ (1958). 
· Frantz Fanon, ‘Algeria Unveiled,’ in Fanon, A Dying Colonialism (Harmondsworth, Middlesex: Penguin, 1970 [1959]), pp. 35–68. For the entire book see library, or follow this link: http://abahlali.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/04/Frantz-Fanon-A-Dying-Colonialism.pdf.

Preparing for the lectures:
The assigned readings aim to contrast the perspectives of Algerian revolutionaries (Fanon) with the viewpoint of a member of the European community in Algiers (Camus). It does not make much difference which order these are read in. The film The Battle of Algiers and Zeynep Çelik’s book Urban Forms and Colonial Confrontations: Algiers under French Rule (available in full here: http://publishing.cdlib.org/ucpressebooks/view?docId=ft8c6009jk&brand=ucpress) offer additional insights into the themes of this week’s lectures.
	Students may also wish to find out more about Camus and Fanon before (and after) tackling the readings. Here, useful guides are entries on Camus in The New Oxford Companion to Literature in French and Fanon in The Dictionary of Critical Theory accessible via UWTSD’s Oxford Reference Library subscription guides (http://www.oxfordreference.com/).
	The below radio programmes and podcasts are also informative:
On Camus:
· BBC Radio 4, ‘Camus,’ In Our Time, January 3 2008 (http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b008kmqp)
· BBC Radio 3, ‘Camus: Inside the Outsider,’ Sunday Feature, November 13 2013 (http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b03g2r5j)
On Fanon:
· WFHB, ‘Frantz Fanon: Toward a New Humanism,’ Interchange, February 9 2016 (http://wfhb.org/news/interchange-frantz-fanon-toward-a-new-humanism/)

Questions to consider:
General
· In what ways did colonialism shape the built landscape of cities, and what effect did this have on how it was experienced by different constituencies of urban inhabitants?

· In what ways did colonialism shape the built landscape of Algiers, and what effect did this have on how it was experienced by different constituencies of people who inhabited the city? How, for instance, did the lives of European and Muslim-Algerian inhabitants of the city differ from another? And where there important differences between male and female residents too?

· Can you think of analogues or similarities between Algiers and cities elsewhere – either those covered on AHHI6012 or others? Can you think of examples of other ‘colonial’ or ‘imperial’ cities? And if so, what makes them ‘colonial’ or ‘imperial’? 

· What do you understand by the term ‘postcolonialism,’ and how might it shed light on the history of Algiers and/or other such ‘colonial cities’? Likewise, what might be some of the distinguishing characteristics and features of ‘a postcolonial’ city?

Fanon, ‘Algeria Unveiled’ 
· What impression does ‘Algeria Unveiled’ give of life in colonial Algiers, and how might Fanon’s viewpoint be contrasted with Camus’? 

· What details does ‘Algeria Unveiled’ provide about the geography and architecture of colonial Algiers? In what ways might Fanon’s account be used as evidence of how urbanism functioned as a means for expressing, enacting and enforcing colonial rule? What does Fanon have to say about the Casbah, for instance? 
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Frantz Fanon
· What details does Fanon provide about how the geography and architecture of Algiers functioned during the Algerian War of Independence? What tactical and strategic uses was the cityscape put to by members of the National Liberation Front (NLF)? And, conversely, how was the cityscape used by counterrevolutionary forces in response to NLF activity?

· How does Fanon characterise the experiences of Muslim women a) in traditional, pre-colonial Algeria and b) during the era of French imperialism? What roles did women perform in Algerian society, and were they impacted by colonisation? 

· What distinctions does Fanon draw between urban and rural Algeria? Do women’s experiences factor into this differentiation in any way?

· According to Fanon, what significance did the ‘veil’ in colonial Algeria? What connotations does Fanon suggest were associated with veils by European colonialists? And what does he suggest was the utility of veils for women themselves?

· According to Fanon, in what ways were women’s lives impacted by the independence movement? What roles did women perform in the NLF? Did attitudes towards the veiling of women remain constant or did they shift over time? Did women’s relationship to the Algiers cityscape change during the revolution?

· What criticisms might be directed towards Fanon’s account? How might feminists react to the ideas and attitudes expressed in ‘Algeria Unveiled,’ for instance? And what counter-arguments to Fanon might be posed by European, pieds-noir residents of Algiers? 

Camus, ‘Summer in Algiers’
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Albert Camus at the age of seven (centre, wearing black) in his uncle’s workshop, Algiers, 1920
· What impression does ‘Summer in Algiers’ give of life in colonial Algiers, and how might his viewpoint be contrasted with Fanon’s?
 
· What details does ‘Summer in Algiers’ provide about the geography and architecture of colonial Algiers? What does he say about the following:
· The city’s beaches;
· The harbour;
· Place du Gouvernement;
· The Casbah (Kasbah)
· Belcourt
· Bab-el-Oued?

· Why does Camus think Algiers has “no lessons to teach” (p. 87)? Why does “intelligence ha[ve] no place” in Algiers (p. 93)?

· Camus has often been labelled an ‘existentialist’ author. What do you understand by this term, and how might it help interpret the ideas forwarded by ‘Summer in Algiers’?

Camus, Algeria
· What reasons does Camus provide for his decision not to support the NLF and the independence cause? How does he weigh up, and ultimately reject, nationalists’ arguments?
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Select Filmography
The Battle of Algiers. Directed by Gillo Pontecorvo (Italy, 1966).
Pépé le Moko. Directed by Julien Duvivier (France, 1939).
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