Student Number- 1500740      Module Code-  ECSS6002      Assignment- 1 

Question- Critically explore how the current political landscape between Europe and the UK is affecting Wales’s devolved Government. Students should refer to issues within the fluid ‘Brexit’ negotiations currently being reported via a wide range of media sources.  

This essay will focus on exploring the current political landscape between both Europe and the UK and discuss today’s most popular political situation which is ‘Brexit’. The essay will give an understanding of ‘Brexit’ look closely at the Welsh Government and explore how the issue ‘Brexit’ is having an impact on Wales’s Government and focusing on the impacts of Brexit in Wales and how it affects them Including the UK and a ‘World Perspective’ view by discussing the ‘Donald Trump’ manifesto. The essay will include both Article 50 and Article 49 and give a brief understanding of how the government rule ‘Brexit’ by these articles. Discussing the current political landscape in both Wales and the UK and exploring the ‘Post-Truth World.’ Looking at how ‘Brexit’ affecting the economy in Wales, UK and World-wide. Exploring the political position of groups who are at a risk of exclusion by exploring if ‘Brexit’ is making it worse. Exploring the current legislations and manifesto that are in place by Parties within the Political world and what each manifesto hope to achieve from Brexit

 It has become the UK and EU’s most political topic. However, having said that, what does the word ‘Brexit’ mean? It is known as a term to describe the UK parting ways with the ‘European Union’. On Thursday, June 23, 2016 during the biggest referendum to date the UK had voted whether to stay in or leave the EU. The outcome of the referendum was 51% to leave and 48.1% to remain (Foster, 2017). Having said that, it was the biggest referendum to date, the outcome certainly had an impact on the lives of everyone in the UK, as well as our then Prime Minister David Cameron who then shortly resigned (Foster, 2017). His reason to resign that the presumed Britain needed a leader with the same goals as the Country. However, our now Prime Minister Theresa May propose the future of Brexit and Britain. Both Conservative and Labour were against leaving the EU at the beginning of the 2016 referendum.
 





Exploring the History behind the UK first joining the EU and the reason behind why the wanted to leave. The UK first submitted their application to be a part of the EU in 1963. Pruitt (2017) states how France’s then President ‘Charles de Gaulle’ refused the UK’s application. The reason behind this was the President didn’t want the English Language to ‘dominate’ and replace the French language. Years after, the UK finally became a member during 1973 and only two years after, the UK were on the brink of leaving. Pruitt (2017) explains during 1975 the country held a referendum which asked the question of should the UK stay in the ‘European Community’. The votes came to 67% saying yes and only the ‘Shetland and western isles’ voting no. During 2011, David Cameron was the first Prime Minister to reject a ‘EU Treaty’. Then, during 2013 David Cameron gave a highly predicted speech by defining the challenges facing EU. However, he vowed to ‘renegotiate’ the membership within the EU only if his party which were the ‘Conservatives’ won most of the seats in the upcoming ‘general election’. On the other hand, the backing on ‘UKIP’ voters were growing about their ‘hard line stance’ in contrast to the EU (Pruitt, 2017). However, UKIP along with other supporters on ‘Brexit’ rised. Yet, in May 2015, David Cameron went ahead with the ‘renegotiating’ promise and worked on the changes between the UK and EU. These changes included the ‘migrant welfare payments’ and simpler ways for the UK to block ‘EU regulations’. Thus, during 2016 he then revealed the results and set the date of the referendum which took place on June 23rd. The referendum turned out to be ’71.8%’ meaning more than 30 million had voted. David Cameron didn’t want to leave the UK and neither did he think Britain would vote out. Thus, David Cameron then resigned his position as Prime Minister. Our now Prime Minister, Theresa May took place and during October 2016 she ‘invoked’ the ‘Article 50’ to formally give notice that the UK is leaving EU. What’s more interesting, Theresa May then signed the order in March 2017 and was then delivered to the EU counting down our two year wait on ‘Brexit’ (Pruitt, 2017). 








There are 11 political parties in Britain from all four Nations. (Mason, 2017) with ‘Conservative’ ‘labour’ and ‘Ukip’ being the top. During March 29, 2017 Amadeo (2017) states how ‘Theresa May’ our now Prime Minister proposed the ‘Article 50 withdrawal’ to the EU it gives the UK and the EU two years to co-operate and settle on all distressed issues. Asthana, Stewart and Walker (2017) claim that with Theresa May submitting the ‘Article 50’ it could mean concerns for the UK. To give a clear understanding of what the ‘Article 50’ means Rothwell, Midgley (2018) explain that it is an ‘Article 50 of the Treaty Lisbon’ which suggests that it gives EU associates the right to quite alone and it outlines the course of action that will take place. As previously mentioned, UK and EU have two years to discuss an ‘exit deal’ Rothwell, Midgley (2018) state that once it’s in action it can’t be stopped, they also claim that no other country has left the EU before, provided the ‘Treaty Lisbon’ was signed during 2007 there was no way countries could legally leave the EU before it was signed. When it became the law in ‘December 2009’ it is intended to make the EU more ‘democratic, transparent and efficient’ (Rothwell, Midgley, 2018). Moreover, there is no estimated time on how long ‘Brexit’ will take but during the next two years, Theresa May and Britain will work on an agreement to leave the EU. The time it will take is known to be very long and complicated. The process of Brexit could result in it being longer than two years however, any agreements or deals that are made need to be approved by a “qualified majority” (Rothwell, Midgley, 2018).

How the issues of Brexit will have an impact on Wales is something important to explore. Thus, according to White (2017) the ‘European Funding’ has been a big aspect on Wales as well as the UK as to being the best ‘source of income’. While the EU aimed to reduce the inconsistency between the regions, Wales has been at the advantage through the ‘reallocation of funds’ which was across the EU looking at what happens to Wales now White (2017) states that the ‘EU programme’ keeps running until 2020 thus Wales should be eligible for the continuous support. But then again, with the UK deporting from the EU officially in 2019, questions rised about whether Wales will continue to receive the funding support. Significantly, the ‘UK Government’ claims the support will continue after the UK have left (White, 2017). Wales feel as though they should be at the negotiating table. Jones (2017) states that the ‘Welsh Labour’ attitude towards ‘Brexit’ has always revolved around having “full and unfettered access to the single market” (Jones, 2017). However, Welsh Labour’s approach to ‘Brexit’ clearly diverges ‘markedly’ compared to the approach taken by the ‘Tory’s’. Jones (2017) states how the ‘Welsh Labour’s’ approach towards Brexit grasps the vast support all over the UK. That said, Jones (2017) also proposes how the ‘Welsh Labour’ are entirely about negotiating at the table. 

Exploring how ‘Brexit’ is affecting ‘Wales Devolved Government’. The Welsh Government have proposed some actions with hope it will make their ‘approach’ more realistic. These actions include the following from Gov.wales (2017), hoping on the ‘UK Government’ to ensure the vows made during the ‘referendum’ mean that Wales will not be at a disadvantage as they leave the EU. They Welsh Government aim to progress a ‘framework’ for the ‘regionally-focused’ financial progress that are in corporation with ‘stakeholders’ around Wales. Firstly, looking at how the EU helped the Welsh Government. Gov.wales (2017) suggest how the funding from the EU has been helpful on the ‘welsh economy’ along with ‘labour market’ mend from years of ‘industrial decline’. Receiving this funding has managed to help many ‘businesses’ and ‘communities’ across Wales. The funding also helped to grasp in a bigger ‘private, public and third sector investment’. In hope for a better future after ‘Brexit’ Gov.wales (2018) state there will be a ‘future without borders’. They hope that funding and investments for the ‘economic development’ to be made ‘national’ and ‘regional’. Secondly, looking at the long-term effects ‘Brexit’ may have on the ‘Welsh Government’. Gov.wales (2018) suggests how Wales should not exclude themselves from the UK including the ‘land border’ by considering the economic ties Wales have with the rest of the UK. They must work together to ensure a more beneficial future for the Nations. Gov.wales (2018) states how they cannot address the challenges the Welsh economy may face by not involving the ‘EU investment’. The Welsh Governments are more concerned with the ‘UK Government’ ‘macro-economic policy’ and their expenses as this could have the most dominant effect on the welsh economy. As previously discussed by Gov.wales (2018) they stated how the funding from EU helped ease the most damaging impacts on the Government. However, the Welsh Government need the decisions of the UK to be more delicate on the economic wellbeing of all four ‘Nations’ as well as the ‘Regions’ (Gov.wales, 2018). 

In recent political landscape in Wales, the Assembly’s vote, this is to secure ‘Welsh Powers’ after ‘Brexit’. Williams (2018) a BBC correspondent states how the Assembly Members ‘unanimously’ supported a ‘Plaid Cymru’ movement which calls for a new regulation to uphold Wales from the ‘Brexit plans’. Assembly Members roles are to carry out the work of ‘Assembly democratic’ which they speak and act for the importance of Wales and the people (National Assembly for Wales, 2018). Assembly member of Plaid Cymru ‘Steffan Lewis’ called the new regulation a “strong mandate”. Williams (2018) claims the ‘UK Government’ have agreed to make needed adjustments to ‘proposed legislation’ despite this, the changes ‘UK Governments’ promised will not be ready until the ‘EU Withdrawal’ arrives at the ‘House of Lords’ which is at the end of January even though it had previously been stated that it would have been introduced through the debate in ‘House of Commons’ (Williams, 2018). 

Another recent political landscape within the UK, is the research into the ‘Article 49’. Member of the ‘European Commission President’ – ‘Jean Claude Juncker’ had expressed that with Britain leaving the EU in two years’ time, they would still be eligible to join the EU again under the ‘article 49’ which is the ‘Treaty of the European Union’ (Stone, 2018). What is ‘Article 49?’ To give a brief understanding, Britain have an ‘Article 50’ which leaves a country to leave the EU (Rothwell, Midgley, 2018). However, with the similar names both ‘Article 50’ and ‘Article 49’ be ‘related’ in some way. This is to say that, ‘Article 49’ is somewhat the opposite by stating how Countries can unite and join the EU (Stone, 2018). However, once Britain has left the EU officially they will no longer be a ‘party’ within the ‘Treaty of the European Union’. Looking more closely at the conditions of the ‘Article 49’, Stone (2018) states that when states/countries wish to join the EU a submission must be made to the ‘European Council’. The next step would be the EU council have a duty to approve or decline the submission, on the other hand it will also need approval from the ‘European Parliament’ this means many votes from ‘MEPs’ and is then selected by ‘member states’. Yet, the Article states it must be taken into consideration with the ‘European Commission’ who is ‘Jean Claude Juncker’ as previously discussed had expressed that Britain could still be eligible to ‘re-join’ under the Article (Stone, 2018). 

Exploring the effects ‘Brexit’ have on countries world-wide. The United States for example, they were shocked and panicked when the result of the referendum came in. The reason behind this that the US felt as though the UK were a link between them and the EU. Having said that, on ‘foreign-policy’ demands the UK helped to navigate the EU in the direction of a ‘relatively’ daunting as well as ‘US-friendly’ situation (Centre for European Reform, 2016).  ‘Brexit’ is influencing not only countries world-wide but also the UK trade and ‘living standards’. From looking at the Parliament.UK (2017) it states how ‘Brexit’ is affecting the consumers on their rights also affecting businesses.  There is worry that by UK leaving the EU it will bring doubt and a lot of change. Having said that, currently the ‘European Union Withdrawal Bill’ is being proceeded through the ‘Parliament’. This could then ‘repeal’ the ‘European Communities Act’ which was founded in 1972 (Parliament.UK, (2017). It is crucial to remember the ‘importance’ of trading with the EU to help the UK businesses. For example, car companies or known as ‘manufacturers’ import parts of cars from the EU because the parts are not here or are not the same worth here in the UK (Parliament.UK, 2017). Thus, Dhingra et al, (2017) claims how the UK leaving the EU it would result in a ‘lower trade’ between the both. As well as the UK receiving less benefit from the ‘future market integration’ inside the EU. The key benefit of ‘Brexit’ would be a lesser net input to the ‘EU budget’. Moreover, with a higher increase in prices it will mean a deterioration in the living standards within the UK. Breinlich et al (2017) show statistics on the drop on wages after the referendum, numbers fell from ‘1.7%’ in June 2016 to ‘-0.3%’ in August 2017. 

From looking at ‘Brexit’ from a ‘World-Perspective View’. Comparing ‘Brexit’ to Donald Trump in the US. Shortly after the referendum in Britain, the US were campaigning for an election which would see a new President take control of their Country. Witte (2016) states how the similarities between both ‘Brexit’ and the United States election are quite ‘familiar’. However, Donald Trump’s ‘political campaign’ or manifesto is seen to be comparable to the ‘pro-Brexit campaign’ by focusing on the facts both campaigns were irritated about ‘immigration’. On the other hand, the people who were to remain in the UK share familiar similarities with ‘Hilary Clinton’ and her campaign e.g. both appalled to see what would happen if the other party won (Witte, 2016). Moving on to look at the current political landscape that is happening world-wide right now. Focusing again on Donald Trump in the USA, several people argue whether he is the right person for president due to his attitude towards Women. Cohen (2017) states how Donald Trump has used horrific names to describe Women from ‘disgusting animal’ to a ‘pig’ or a ‘slob’. Trump tends to criticize these women on their looks and saying some ‘sexist’ comments. These comments included stating that no one would vote for his former rival campaigner ‘Carly Fiorina’ due to her face (Cohen, 2017). 

Over the last year the word ‘Post-truth’ has become popular across the world with politicians. The term has been added to the Oxford Dictionary. However, the meaning of ‘Post-truth’ is representing certain situations to make what the public want to hear and so it appeals to people’s emotions. Campaigners within the political world use ‘post-truth’ quite often. It works in their favour to represent what they will change for the future of their country to collect votes. However, once the votes are in what they campaigned that they would change vanishes. Thus, what is it like to live in a ‘post-truth’ world. The Conversation (2016) state how lecturers and students within Universities face challenges. This is to say that the students are now faced with a more ‘broader spectrum’ of ideologies and beliefs. With the former ‘Brexit’ and Donald Trumps’ manifesto during 2016 it has steered in to a “permission structure” which is empowered by ‘social media’. The term ‘Post-Truth’ came about out of nowhere during 2016. The Conversation (2016) claim how it has taken a while to realise that the US and UK did not help with the situation of bringing amity and ‘stability’ in rural countries such as ‘Afghanistan’ ‘Iraq’ and by stating that everyone have been long living in a ‘post-truth world’. The Conversation (2016) argue how India is at the lead to living in a ‘post-truth politics’. Having said that, each country and society have their own views on a ‘post-truth political world’ and impacts post-truth have on the ‘economic-landscape’. 

Focusing on how ‘Brexit’ has an impact on the economy it will also affect people who are in poverty and are at a risk of exclusion. JRF (2016) found that areas across the UK who had people with no qualifications or source of jobs were in support of ‘Brexit’. They also found that 15 out of 20 from the “least educated” voted to leave whereas majority of the 20 in the “highly educated” voted to remain. Poverty Alliance (2017) stated that once the ‘Article 50’ begins along with the course of leaving the EU the ‘anti-poverty campaigners’ have pleaded the ‘importance’ of the on-going work with other campaigners across the EU to help prevent poverty. The Poverty Alliance (2017) who are associates of the ‘European Anti-Poverty Network’. They planned a meeting during 2017 to discuss what the outcome of ‘Brexit’ will mean for the rights of workers and their ‘social protection’. Health Benefits, to the right of jobs and housing within the communities was an issue before ‘Brexit’ begun. However, with the UK government cutting back on expenses it could mean the living standards of people in poverty could worsen. Organisation such as Poverty Alliance (2017) have been working to fight poverty and find a solution, but with ‘Brexit’ on-going it could take a lot more time. A key thing to remember is that ‘Brexit’ is not only affecting the Government but businesses and consumers across the UK and EU, without trading it could mean a loss for businesses which results in them not employing due to the cut backs. This then links back in with the people tackling poverty as prices will become increase, and the seek for jobs will become harder. Overall, it results to the groups in poverty being at a risk of exclusion when the UK officially leave the EU in 2019. 

With Britain leaving the EU, what does that mean for everyone living in the UK? Currently, Boffey, Helm and Bachelor (2016) suggest how the European legislation is responsible for how we the UK have the involvement with consumer goods e.g. fresh foods such as tomatoes and cheese. Another example of what the EU legislation has achieved, Boffey, Helm and Bachelor (2016) state that the ‘EU commissions’ agreed on a legislation which meant ‘tourists in EU countries’ could use their mobile phones for the same cost at home. Having said that, with ‘Brexit’ happening the UK this ‘regulation’ won’t be valid.  Moreover, what does ‘Brexit’ now mean for ‘travelling’ and ‘holidays’ Boffey, Helm and Bachelor (2016) stated that the UK would be afraid that the prices of holidays would rise, also stated is that within the EU there are two types of ‘legislations’ which is ‘directives’ and ‘regulations’ and with the UK leaving the UK it means the ‘regulations’ which is applicable in most EU countries will no longer be valid in the UK (Boffey, Helm and Bachelor, 2016). Also, the abrupt change on the ‘immigration status’ won’t be changed, a higher ‘inflation’ which results in the low pound which then means ‘imports’ will become pricier. The ‘interest rates’ may increase. Not to mention it could result in the UK being in recession (Rentoul, 2017). 

To conclude, we have explored that during March 29, 2017 Amadeo (2017) states how 'Theresa May' our now Prime Minister proposed the 'Article 50 withdrawal' to the EU it gives the UK and the EU two years to co-operate and settle on all distressed issues. As previously mentioned, UK and EU have two years to discuss an 'exit deal' Rothwell, Midgley (2018) state that once it's in action it can't be stopped, they also claim that no other country has left the EU before, provided the 'Treaty Lisbon' was signed during 2007 there was no way countries could legally leave the EU before it was signed. While the EU aimed to reduce the inconsistency between the regions, Wales has been at the advantage through the 'reallocation of funds' which was across the EU, with this in mind, looking at what happens to Wales now White (2017) states that the 'EU programme' keeps running until 2020 thus Wales should be eligible for the continuous support. These actions include the following from Gov.wales (2017), hoping on the 'UK Government' to ensure vows made during the 'referendum' mean that Wales will not be at a disadvantage as they leave the EU. Williams (2018) claims the 'UK Government' have agreed to make needed adjustments to 'proposed legislation' despite this, the changes 'UK Governments' promised will not be ready until the 'EU Withdrawal' arrives at the 'House of Lords' which is at the end of January even though it had previously been stated that it would have been introduced through the debate in 'House of Commons' (Williams, 2018). Poverty Alliance (2017) stated that once the 'Article 50' begins along with the course of leaving the EU the 'anti-poverty campaigners' have pleaded the 'importance' of the on-going work with other campaigners across the EU to help prevent poverty. A key thing to remember is that 'Brexit' is not only affecting the Government but businesses and consumers across the Wales, UK and EU, without trading it could mean a loss for businesses which results in them not employing due to the cut backs. But with all parties for ‘Brexit’ now as there is no turning back, we only hope they secure a stable future for the generation of Britain. 
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