Dissertation- CONCLUSION

This research project aimed to critically analyse the root causes of youth crime, the facts and figures of youth crime in the UK, and the rehabilitation and early intervention services that are available to young people based on a qualitative and quantitative analysis. It can be concluded that there are many factors that contribute directly to youth crime, including Adverse Childhood Experiences, family relationships, children with parents in prison, children that go through the care system, and unemployment and lack of education. These findings impose that there are many challenges that children may experience throughout their life that causes them to behave and act in certain ways. Basto-Pereira (2022) stresses that not all children that face challenges through their childhood engage in criminal activities during their youth and adulthood. He imposes that it can increase the likelihood of children engaging in criminal activities because of factors like chronic stress, trauma, normality, a sense of belonging, and limited access to supportive resources. While some children may experience challenges throughout their childhood, there are many different factors that contribute to an individual’s outcomes, like resilience, access to support systems, employment, and opportunities for personal growth and development.

The researcher investigated the facts of the crimes that young people are currently committing in the UK and how the crimes are influenced by the root causes of crimes that were earlier established. The Youth Endowment Fund (2022) revealed that youth crime is currently decreasing in the UK and has been for the last eight years. While this is a positive reflection of police interventions, it does not mean that youth crime has completely stopped. In addition to this, the researcher’s questionnaire revealed that 61% of respondents felt that youth crime is currently a problem in the UK, meaning that although it has decreased, it is still evidently existent and the public notice it. A major concern for youth crime is gang involvement and county lines, where vulnerable children are exploited and used to sell drugs and engage in criminal activities through incentives like payment, friendship, and accommodation that they may be lacking through experiencing challenging times at home. Questionnaire participants all felt that county lines and criminal child exploitations have a huge impact on their involvement in criminal activity in their later life. Additionally, the Home Office (2023) suggest that antisocial behaviour is currently an issue in the UK, which does not only affect the children that are being prosecuted for the crimes, but it also deteriorates the public confidence and safety in their local areas or homes where they are supposed to feel safe. Thus, it causes businesses to be affected because they are experiencing lack of custom due to the lack of social activity because people are feeling unsafe and do not want to go out where they may feel vulnerable. Overall, it is clear that there are many different types of crimes that young people commit, which are all results of different experiences throughout their life. It is highly probable that most children that engage with criminal activity experience challenges throughout their life, however some children that commit crimes come from loving, functioning, and supportive families. 

The last objective of this research study found that there are many different rehabilitation services available to young people which includes Swansea’s Bureau Intervention which aims to treat children as “children first, offenders second”. While Swansea’s Bureau Intervention is successful and sets out clear aims and objectives to decrease and support youth crime, the questionnaire revealed that 81% of participants had no idea what the intervention was. This suggests that int intervention is not well advertised, and they will struggle to thrive in their goals if nobody knows what it is. Other rehabilitation services include the Early Foundation and the Child First Intervention where they strive to improve children’s life choices, prioritise their needs, promote their strengths and capacities, encourage them to participate in activities, and divert them from stigma (Early Foundation, 2022). In contrast, Taylor (2016) suggests that children are not getting the help they need early enough which is one of the main reasons why youth crime escalates into crime throughout their adulthood. Based on the evidence, it is clear that there are working interventions and rehabilitation services available to young people, which are successful to a degree because the number of youth crime incidents is decreasing in the UK. However, it is highly probable that more can be done to support young people through extra funding for more early intervention opportunities and successful outcomes through rehabilitation services. 
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