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The United National Convention on the Rights of  the Child (UNCRC) is an agreement that states the importance of the rights of every child which includes economic, civil, political, cultural and social no matter what their religion, skills or race.  The UNCRC consist of 54 articles that enables the government to collaborate to set out the appropriate rights and to make them accessible to every child (Save the Children, No Date). 



Article 29: A child’s education should develop their personality, talent and abilities to their full potential, while encouraging a child’s respect for their human rights, respect to their guardians, culture and the environment (Children’s Rights, 2016). 
The Needs of the Child: The Foundation Phase Framework (2015) states that it is designed for a child between the age of three and seven years old to help a child develop their abilities and reach their full potential. 
Partnership: Schools are expected to meet the requirements and the standards of the development plan regulations while showing a high standard of partnership setting at Foundation Phase settings (Welsh Government, 2018). According to Early Education (No Date) partnership is important in a Foundation Phase Setting as it provides an opportunity for a child to gain consistency of approach, advise and support during their education which will develop their self-confidence. 
Role of the Adult: According to Play Learn Grow (2010 practitioners are advise to support a child to develop their talent and abilities by planning activities that are of interest to the child as they are more likely to develop their talent and abilities during their education. While a child is at a 


 Article 16: Every child has the right to a private life, without other people interfering (Children’s Rights, 2016).  
General Data Protection Regulation (2018): According to the Mudiad Meithrin (No Date) information about a child should not be given to any Foundation Phase without consent from a child’s parent, unless it is a multi-agency meeting. A child’s information should be kept under lock and key or if it is stored on a computer, there should be a secure password on the device. However, a child parents should be kept fully involved during their child’s progress while participating in activities, progress and achievements in the Foundation Phase  (Welsh Government, 2016).
Partnership: According to (Professional Association for Childcare and Early Years, 2009) working in partnership is import throughout a Foundation Phase setting as practitioner are likely to inform parents about important information and progress that their child is making. Confidentiality is likely to be breached when the best interest and well-being of the child is in danger, as a child’s information could be shared with different professionals that will benefit and help the development of a child (All Wales Attendance Framework, 2011).  
Legislation: In Wales legislation are placed to safeguard and promotes a child’s wellbeing, whilst encouraging partnerships between multi-agencies to give a child the best care (NSPCC, 2018).
According to the Wales Accord on the Sharing of Personal Information (WASPI) (2010) is important at a Foundation Phase setting as it is a partnership service that states that information can be shared with multi-agency when a child’s health and wellbeing is a concern. 









Article 12: All children should have right show feelings and wishes in any circumstance that affects them, while having their views reflected and taken seriously (Children’s Rights Wales, 2016).
Voice of the child: Every child should have the right to express their opinion without their opinion being judged or considered as an invalid opinion. Welsh Government (2014) states that the Children’s Commissioners for Wales work to certify that every child is respected and their opinion is valued within the setting when decisions are made that could affect the child.
Partnership: While a child is at nursery it is important that all practitioners and multi-agencies respect and listen to all children, as this will build a positive relationship with the child. Scaffolding is important in a Foundation Phase setting as the practitioner is a method of scaffolding as when children are being encouraged and taught by a practitioner they will learn to give their views and opinion, with the child decision taken seriously (Wilson, 2014). 
Foundation Phase Framework: According to the Foundation Phase Framework (2015) children should be able to be involved within planning amongst the Foundation Phase setting, as children should have the right to a voice whilst being involved with decision making. Meeting individuals needs is important as it develop their self-confidence when participating in different tasks and activities at a Foundation Phase setting.
Maria Montessori’s approach to play gives children the opportunities to make decisions which prepares a child to become independent thinkers and develop their self-confidence (Miller and Pound, 2011). 

Foundation Stage setting the practitioner should encourage and support a child during their development. Thomas (2018) agrees as he believes that Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs theory was formed to support a child and each stage of need has to be met by a child before progression to the next stage before and before finally reaching self-actualization, as he believes that these stages has an effect on children’s behaviour. 
Observation and Planning: Welsh Government (2018) suggests that observing and planning is a positive form of developing a child’s learning as by observing the child playing, the practitioners are given the ability to plan activities while using the different forms of play that will develop the child to reach their full potential. 



Article 23: Children with a mental or physical disability are given the right to special care and education to help the children with their development and to lead a fuller life confidently(Children’s Rights Wales, 2016). 
The Needs of the Child: The Welsh Government (2011) believes that the children’s rights affect a child and their families in a positive way. Practitioner should work alongside every child to reach their own abilities by answering a child’s holistic needs as each child has a unique way of developing. A child with additional learning needs may need additional support to participate in activities; therefore creating an activity plan using the child’s favourite activities could give the child independence (Martinelli, No date). 
Partnership with family: Partnership is important while discussing a child, as the practitioners are able to receive daily information about the child’s needs or disabilities to give them extra support while supporting the child (Pacey, 2009). Effective communication is important during a child’s development a practitioner might be asked to work alongside one professional as everyone is working together to meet the child’s needs (Kelly, 2016).
Foundation Phase Profile: The Welsh Government (2017) have designed a Foundation Phase Profile which gives practitioner to assess a child’s progress during learning and development, by using a skill ladder to assess if a child needs support during their education. 
Safeguarding: Practitioners must support children at a Foundation Phase setting to protect their welfare and safety from others, by giving them the best start in life (The Welsh Government, 2018). 
General Data Protection Regulations: General Data Protection Regulation (2018) state that practitioners must respect a child’s disability by only giving the child’s information to professional workers with the consent of a child’s parent or guardian. Wales Accord on the Sharing of Personal Information (2010) states that a child’s information can be shared with professional teams when a child’s needs is a concern.


Article 31: All children have the right to unwind, play and participate in a variety of different activities such as creative and cultural (Children’s Rights Wales, 2016).
The Needs of the Child: All children should be given equal opportunities to participate in activities that meets there development needs (Play Learn Grow, 2008). 
The Foundation Phase Framework: According to the Welsh Government (2015) children should have open access to indoor and outdoor activities as it develops their learning skills which enables them to explore which enables them to become independent thinkers and learners.  
Role of the Adult: During Foundation Phase it is important that all practitioner take care when ensuring that the teaching approach is based on the needs of the child in different areas of a child learning and developing (Play Learn Grow, 2008) .Bowlby (1988) believes that when a practitioner is approachable, sensitive and consistent then a child will feel happy, secure and exploring when participating in different activities (Macdonald and Battenbough, 2016). This is important during a child’s development.  
According to Frobel (1782-1852) play is an important part of a child’s development as they construct an understanding of their surroundings through nature while playing (Tovey, 2013).
Observing and Planning: The Foundation Phase (2015) believes that it is important that children have free choices to a variety of different resources. For children with additional learning needs, key workers must observe and plan suitable activities to support the child by making them relaxed within the setting. Maslow Hierarchy of Needs (1943) suggest that a child needs should be met in order to develop and reach self-actualization (Poston, 2009). 

Conclusion: To conclude, in each article it is obvious that the voice of the children is important in regards to respecting a child’s rights. It is important that practitioners must take into consideration the child’s individual needs and opinions whilst also keeping the child’s safety in mind. The United National Convention on the Rights of  the Child (UNCRC) states the importance of the rights of every child which includes economic, civil, political, cultural and social no matter what their religion, skills or race (Save the Children, No date). 
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