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                                                                 Greenpeace

The purpose of this assignment is to select an organisation that is contributing to advancing in sustainability, the organisation that has been chosen is Greenpeace. Greenpeace is one of the worlds most recognised environmental groups in the world (Eden, 2006). Greenpeace is an environmental activist organisation, which is a worldwide known organisation, that was created in 1971 by a small group of individuals, within Canada. The first mission of Greenpeace is where the small group of individuals who founded the organisation set off in a boat in in order to attempt to stop the US nuclear weapons testing. The boat they set upon was called ‘Greenpeace’, this is where the idea of the name of the organisation came from (Greenpeace, No Date).  
According to Greenpeace (No Date) peaceful action rather than violent action is always been at the heart of their work. One way of doing this is through holding campaigns where politicians and business individuals can listen to what the organisation states and thus aiding politicians to make a change to try meet their organisations demands, as people such as politicians have the power to attempts to meet these this is stated by Greenpeace (No Date). On the other hand, six of the organisation’s protestors were arrested back in 2007, this was due to them illegally breaking and entering into a power station with intent to shut it down, causing $50,000 worth of damage in the process, this is in contrast to their previous statement of peaceful action rather than violent which is at the heart of their work. Unfortunately, this incident concerned certain people that with the six protestors admitting to the crime but getting away with it, that more protestors may try to do more incidents such as this one believing that they can get away with it (Greenpeace, 2019)    
Greenpeace are now in 40 different countries spread across the world (Big Green Radicals, 2019), they do not except or receive any money or donations from the private sector, such as political parties or governments, only from individuals who want to donate to the company. This enables them to challenge governments and the corporations when they are liable for the destruction of the planet (Greenpeace, No Date). Greenpeace’s main mission is to spread the word on what changes need to be made to make the world a greener and more efficient, for the future generations. They say that the governments and organisations need to act fast rather than taking their time and often not do anything about it (Greenpeace, No Date).
Greenpeace have made several contributions to advancing sustainability over the years. One of these ways is, back in October 2014, during an extreme air pollution episode, the organisation had put a big message on the Beijing Drum Bell which read “BLUE SKY NOW”, this was put up to draw the attention of the individuals on how dangerous the pollution levels had gotten, also in hope to reach the attention of government officials to take action now before it is too late (Greenpeace (2015).  Deforestation is also one of the major contributors towards climate change. Greenpeace, for over 10 years have been making attempts to make the dirty palm oil industry change their ways. Dirty palm oil is when organisations get palm oil from forest destroyers (Greenpeace, No Date). Greenpeace have exposed companies such as Unilever and Wilmar, which resulted in Greenpeace making advancements in sustainability by exposing these companies in making them aware of where they are getting their supply from. Due to Greenpeace exposing these companies, Wilmar the biggest supplier of palm oil, has announced that they are now monitoring their suppliers and where their supply is coming from (Greenpeace, No Date). Greenpeace have made this advancement to aid protecting Indonesia’s forests, in an attempt to save trees, reduce greenhouse gases and to also keep more carbon dioxide in the atmosphere (Greenpeace, No Date)
Furthermore, between the years of 2006-2012, Greenpeace released a guide to greener electronics, this guide was published to show companies what they are doing that is potentially harming the environment, to prevent all the harm that they may be causing. Since this guide being released, they have realised the companies taking this on board there have been a slow but steady progress being made. Greenpeace have been able to encourage companies reduce the amount of dangerous waste from products and make them more energy efficient (Greenpeace report 2017).
Additionally, Greenpeace Russia, in 2007 held a “Restore our forests” event, that was held in Kuzminki forest park which is located in Moscow, individuals such as school pupils, volunteers and activists took part in planting trees to be more sustainable however, to also promote how important it is to preserve the trees (Greenpeace, 2007). Greenpeace claim that plastic is to easy and convenient but on the other hand a massive problem for our sea creatures such as turtles. These sea creatures are eating the tiny microfibres from the plastic that is being dumped in our waters, which is causing our sea life consequence’s. Greenpeace claim that reducing this problem can be very simple by just reducing the production of plastic and the use of plastic. With Greenpeace chasing after organisations/ companies, supermarkets are now attempting and discussing certain ways how they can go about reducing the plastic they use (Greenpeace, No Date). In September 2017 Greenpeace Africa stated that there was a sign of hope when Kenya joined the other African countries in putting a ban to plastic bags. Plastic bags are damaging and harmful to the environment and take hundreds of years to biodegrade (Greenpeace, 2017). 
Greenpeace in an attempt to fight against climate change are fighting back against the polluters , such as fossil fuel corporations as they claim that they are partially to be held accountable for the damage being caused, they claim that these corporations are not thinking about the damage they are causing to the earth and only thinking about the money they can put in their pockets. Greenpeace are driving towards 100% renewable energy. Greenpeace say that we can do this by using sun, wind and water energy (Greenpeace, 2015). 
[bookmark: _GoBack]This evidence found is important due to, several different factors. Firstly, Greenpeace fighting against fossil fuel corporations is very important. Fossil fuels have many effects on the environment, including water and air pollution, which is damaging the local communities during the extraction process. Furthermore, during the burning process harmful toxins and global warming emissions are given off (UCS, 2008).  Deforestation is an important factor to sustainability, as it causes issues globally and locally, one of these is during the process of deforestation the plants are destroyed this is vital as plants play a big role for animal life as they convert carbon dioxide into oxygen. Deforestation is also a leading cause of the extinction of endangered animals around the world. This is another reason why it is crucial for Greenpeace holding events such as their “Restore our forest” where they are planting trees attempting to do their bit for deforestation. Air pollution is important, not just for human survival, also the plants and animal survival. Air pollution changes the earth’s atmosphere dirty causing these changes and hazardous effects (Renewable Energy World, 2019).
All of this evidence is so important due to us not being able to keep the lifestyle we all live, if we don’t start to realise the importance of becoming more sustainable, we will eventually run out of these fossil fuels and on the other hand we will also notice a lot of our species go extinct (Permaculture Research Institute, 2019). This evidence is important also due to single use plastics such as plastic bags are a considerable source of marine pollution. In 2011 the legislation for a 5p charge on plastic bags was introduced in Wales. Within the first three years of this law being passed £17,000,000 was raised, also in 2012 statistics were realised by the Welsh Government claiming that 96% of carrier bags usage had dropped since this legislation was introduced. 
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