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Introduction
My focus for this essay is the music from the film Jurassic Park. The film was directed by Steven Spielberg and the music composed by John Williams. The film was released in cinemas in 1993 and grossed over $900 million (Richards, 2013).

Williams was born in 1932 to a musical family. Many, including myself, believe him to be the most influential composer of film music of our time. Williams has composed music for a long list of films including: Jaws (1975), Star Wars (1977), E.T (1982), Schindler’s List (1993) Saving Private Ryan (1998), Harry Potter (2001), and Catch Me If You Can (2002) (Scoring the Score, 2017). 

According to Scoring the Score, John Williams is a composer ‘who has overwhelmed his audiences with joy and nostalgia, has left them tense and trembling in fear, and has even brought tears to their eyes’ (Scoring the Score, 2017). This quote exactly sums up how I felt when I first heard the music to Jurassic Park.

In this essay I will discuss how the music to Jurassic Park has affected me, and what makes the music of John Williams in general so emotional and touching. 

Personal Connections and Inspiration
I have chosen to focus on the film music for Jurassic Park because it is my favourite film. It is a film that combines all my best loved genres including adventure, Sci Fi, and horror. I first saw the film somewhere between the ages of 6-9 years old. It made me a little scared, but the music created a world of paradise, a dream-world. It inspired me, helping me become more engaged with the magic of cinema and increase my passion for cinema. Jurassic Park is the film that has inspired me to engage with film-making the most. While I did not see the first film at the cinema, I was able to see the last few films there. The film provoked many emotions in me – sadness, fear, suspense, amazement, the impossible, wonder, and awe.
 
The film and music of Jurassic Park has influenced how I think about film-making. It inspires me to create films with the same sense of thrill and level of imagination. For Investigating Spaces, I wrote a short clip of music to go with my film idea portfolio. I like orchestral music and try to create a dramatic, orchestral sound. In the clip I wanted to capture the emotion of the film proposal which was about a man from another planet crash-landing on earth. I wanted to create the feelings of loss and sadness of the man and some of the other characters, as well as a sense of hope. John Williams’ music has inspired me to use orchestral sounds and listen to classical music more. There is an endless variety of sounds and moods that can be created by an orchestra.

Artwork Deconstruction
Williams used a large, traditional orchestra to create the dramatic music for Jurassic Park, but he also added more unusual instruments such as harps, baritone horns, different kinds of percussion instruments a, celeste, keyboard, and a Japanese flute. He also included subtle synthesizer tones. Williams was also keen to include dinosaur sounds in the film.
(Old Tin Man, 2018).

There are two main musical themes in the film that create the various emotions of awe and excitement. One of these is the main theme known as ‘Theme from Jurassic Park’. (Jurassic Park theme song. - YouTube, xithe, no date). We first hear this theme when the key characters see the tall brachiosaurs eating leaves from the top of the trees (Richards, 2013). The music is sweeping and majestic; it captures the amazement and joy the scientists feel on seeing the dinosaurs for the first time. Lysy sums up the music perfectly: ‘It speaks of our sense of wonderment, of being awestruck by the grand magnificence and enormity of these gentle creatures.’ The warmth and majesty of the music is achieved by pitching the music in the middle to lower sound range, using strings to lead the melody, with horns, woodwind, keyboard and wordless choral voices joining in. (Lysy, 2019). 

A second theme was created by Williams, known as ‘The Adventure Theme’ or ‘The Fanfare Theme’ (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U1HiarH6vws, from tomekkobialka, 2016). This is played when the characters are travelling to the Island. It captures the exhilaration and excitement of adventure by using ‘sweeping strings, rolling timpani’ and a ‘fanfare of bright horns’. (Lysy, 2019). 

Three other musical ideas were also created. The first of these is known as ‘The Carnivore Motif’ a menacing ‘growling’ musical sound which identifies the three predators in the film, the velociraptors, tyrannosaurus rex and dilophosaurus.  This theme produces the sense of menace by using jagged strings  (Old Tin Man, 2018)
The second idea is The Hunted Motif, and the third is the Jurassic Park March (Lysy, 2019).

The build-up of tension is helped by the visuals and creature sounds. They work together. In one scene, Ellie Sattler, the scientist (played by Laura Dern), is supposed to be restoring the power to the park. As she gradually turns on each section of power, the film cuts to the other characters who are climbing over the fence. The music, mostly strings and brass, becomes very tense and starts to build. Other non-music noises increase the tension, for example, the sound of an alarm buzzer. At the moment when the little boy is thrown off the fence as the electricity comes back on, the music becomes lower and slower conveying a sense of dread. At this point Ellie thinks everything is fine because the electricity is working, but suddenly the raptors appear roaring at her. The music becomes chaotic with high, frantic strings and loud brass. There is also the sound of metal as the raptors claw through the fencing (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0fAGxs7QYF8. Jurassic Park Fansite, 2013).

There are other times when there is no music at all, such as the scene in which the children in the car see their glasses full of water vibrating in anticipation of the T-Rex approach. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Eq16Q8UdvSg (King, 2013). The characters do not yet realise what this vibration means, but they know it is not good news. The only sound during this scene is that of pouring rain. The lack of music here creates much tension and the sense of holding your breath.

Universal Themes and Wider Connections
The film is about the control of life and how some humans think they have the right to interfere with the creation of life through scientific techniques to bring back creatures that became extinct. As Lysy says ‘The film offers a damning commentary on human hubris.’ These creatures are brought back to become a tourist attraction with no real understanding of their power and intelligence and the potential dangers. Ultimately the moral of the story is that life cannot be contained. Although humans may have more ways to control life and death in the future, this might backfire on humans. At the beginning of the film, the humans think they are in control, but by the end, the dinosaurs are definitely in control, aided by human sabotage (Lysy, 2019). In the film, when everything goes wrong, the music loses control.

Williams’ ability to manipulate emotion is captured in this quote from Scoring the Score: ‘Williams has a profound grasp of human emotion… He can inspire joy and love or he can dig up feelings of worry, fear, and loneliness.’ (Scoring the Score, 2017).

The music to Jurassic Park has many similarities to other scores by John Williams. Both Jaws and Jurassic Park have iconic music and both films are about trying to control nature, with the creature representing nature ultimately winning over the humans. But the famous shark music of Jaws provokes fear, rather than amazement and wonder – he is simply bad, so the main emotion of the film is fear and suspense, while in Jurassic Park, there is more focus on wonder and awe. Even the aggressive dinosaurs provoke a sense of respect as well as fear. However, in Williams’ films ET and Close Encounters, the sense of awe and wonder is very noticeable in the music. 

Conclusion
In doing this research, I have gained greater understanding of how John Williams creates musical themes to identify characters or ideas and heighten the emotion in a film. In the past, I have created and used pre-recorded music for films I have made, but I have not linked the music as closely to the film action as John Williams does. In future, I would change this to make the music match the visuals more closely so as to track the action and create the emotion. This could still be achieved by using pre-recorded music along with music created specifically for a film by myself and others.  

Researching and writing this piece has made me engage more and understand the magic and language of music and how it communicates with an audience. It has made me think more about working with the visual elements when adding music to film. The music essential to the story telling. You want the audience to feel the emotion of a scene so they become more absorbed in the film and it is the music that dictates the emotion within the film. It has encouraged me to think more about the music at the beginning of the film process rather than adding it in at the end.
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