Findings and Conclusions
This dissertation has explored the historical and perceived role of the police in society, and the role which it actually fulfils, as well as looking to identify whether it has moved outside of its intended remit. A literature review has been used to better understand the body of work behind this topic, before a survey was carried out on serving police officers regarding it. The results, and subsequent analysis of this survey, have led to a better and more nuanced understanding of the role from the perception of serving police officers. By linking this back to previous research, it has assisted in providing a clearer insight into the question posed by this project.
From the literature review, it was suggested that, even in its infancy, the intended role of the police in society was not completely clear. With its initial introduction being sold as for the detection and prevention of crime and the idea that the public believed it to be as such. Further research found that there may have been a different motivation behind its inception, and the idea that it may have been intended as a peacekeeping force with a range of responsibilities was identified. 
Further research indicated that, although being sold as a crime stopping unit, the police may have been intended to carry out a far broader role in society, and that the police were often called to attend a range of non-crime incidents throughout their tenure, even during the earlier days of the force.  This idea appears to be somewhat supported by the survey conducted, as although the majority of respondents agreed that their perception of the police prior to beginning service was that it was meant for the detection and prevention of crime, there was still a large percentage of respondents that posited other roles as significant functions of the force. Whether this range of roles was taken up by the police themselves, or forced upon them by the public, is still unclear. 
To follow up on that point, the data, although pointing to crime prevention being a primary role of the police, was not overwhelming in that regard, with it also pointing to significant alternative responsibilities. Peacekeeping, General emergency responder and public welfare were all stated as being a non-insignificant part of the perceived role, seeming to confirm research stating that what is wanted from the police is perhaps more than what the police were initially advertised as, and that although crime prevention is a main role of the police, it is not the only role that is expected of them. This may confirm that the police have historically held other roles, and that the idea of the policing responding to a range of incidents has remained throughout its existence. 
The research also found indication that police attendance at non-crime incidents was increasing, and that this uptick was mainly made up of both medical/mental health calls. Although, from previous research, the historical idea of police attendance at non-crime incidents was not actually unusual. This idea of an increase was supported by respondents to the survey, who stated that they believed they were attending more and more calls outside of what they considered as the police remit, with much of it being medical/mental health related, and further that they were spending the majority of their work time at such incidents.
 It is possible that what is being witnessed in terms of this uptick may be something of a natural progression of the undefined peacekeeping role that the police may have always held. Held up by its strict compliance with the Human rights act that came into place in 1998, and pre-dated by the European convention of human rights, which both put an extremely broad and undefined limit on police intervention in society to protect human rights and may have set some of the groundwork for a broad policing response in society. In terms of the increase of attendance at medical/mental health calls, this seems to point to a general increase in such calls today and not an actual change in how the police would historically respond, for instance if there are more incidents to respond to generally, then a higher percentage of police time will be spent at such calls, and it may only be now that this is being noticed as the percentage of other calls made to police is diluted by such an increase. It is possible that although technically such calls are designed to be responded to by other services, they are still within the police remit.
In conclusion to this final point, although almost the entirety of respondents when asked believed that they were spending the majority of their work time at welfare/medical calls, and that the police had moved outside their remit, research has suggested that the remit of police may be even broader than what serving officers, serving home secretaries, or even the College of Policing themselves may admit or even be aware of. Much has been stated or written surrounding the police role as crime stoppers, and there can be no doubt that this is a key part of policing, but the research points to a far broader, undefined, and almost hidden role that sees less acknowledgement at all levels. And this is that compliance with human rights puts a far greater responsibility on police than is publicly stated and supersedes any crime related call that has no threat to persons. Much has been made both in the research and survey data of increased attendance at non-crime mental health/medical calls, with data from both suggesting that there has been a marked increase over the last decade. But this same research has also shown that these calls have increased generally, and so rather than the police moving further outside their remit when answering these calls, it is possible that what is being witnessed is a natural progression and response to an increase in calls where human rights are put at risk. If that is the case then perhaps what we are currently seeing is not the police moving outside of their remit, but merely the realisation of the true and “secret” policing role. 
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