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Introduction

  The community that has been chosen for the purpose of this report, is the community area of the Landore Ward in Swansea.  This ward mainly includes the areas of Landore, Hafod, Morfa and Plasmarl (Swansea Council, 2023a).  Moss and Morgan (1967) and Smith (1999) define a geographical community as a group of individuals who all live within a common location and area, who share common characteristics such as culture and language.  The Office for National Statistics (ONS) Census (2021(1)) states that the majority of the community area are nonaffluent Welsh speakers at 87.5%, whilst 9.3% can read, speak and write in Welsh and 3.2% only being able to understand spoken Welsh; averaging at 92.9% of individuals within that community not being able to communicate in or speak Welsh. 
   It is important to understand a community’s growth and development as Cavaye (2006) explains, it allows for sustainable growth, to learn and share knowledge and resources as well as addressing any economic or social issues there may be.  Community development provides the infrastructure to improve lives and develop stronger connected and diverse communities.   The South West Wales Regional Economic Delivery Plan is being implemented to develop the Landore Ward to boost and develop a sustainable and resilient economy and address local inequalities, whilst conforming to the Well-being Goals for Wales (Brennan, 2022; Swansea Council, 2022a).
[bookmark: _Toc153267430]Background

  Having a rich history, the Landore Ward was known for its Hafod Copperworks (Vivian, 1881).  Evans and Miskell (2020) disclose that when the Hafod Copperworks were at their peak, it was the largest copperworks in the world, providing the greatest output of copper.  There were copperworks in both the Hafod and Morfa.  The Hafod and Morfa Copperworks stopped producing copper in 1980 as discussed by Copper (2019). 

[bookmark: _Toc153267431]Imagery and Cultural Impact

  The Landore Viaduct is an iconic image of the area, shown below how it has changed over time from the industrial working times to a more preserved and sustainable ecological presence.
[image: Landscape view of the Landore Viaduct over the River Tawe in the industrialised Swansea Valley in South Wales, 1943. Original Publication Picture...]
Figure 1: Landore Viaduct 1943     (Getty Images, 2023).

[image: Landore Viaduct - 22 Spans. See Liability Report As to Additional ...]
Figure 2: Landore Viaduct. Present day.      (The ABC Railway Guide, 2018).

  Miskell (2019) and Minchinton (2013) state that the Hafod and Morfa Copperworks shaped the Landore Ward profoundly.  The Copperworks took advantage of the natural resources the local area had to offer, and once it had closed it left its imprint on the cities landscape such as the likes of Kilvey Hill and the now, Penderyn site.  Swansea Council (2023c) explain that parts of the old Hafod Copperworks were preserved and restored, showing areas of historic significance and cultural heritage.  Partal and Dunphy (2016) and Maridal (2013) define cultural impact as an influence on how individuals may think and act, it can have economic and social impacts as well as impacts on education, health and wellbeing.  

[bookmark: _Toc153267432]Approaches to Development

  In an effort to improve the community of the Landore Ward (Swansea Council, 2023d) parks such as Montana Park, Hafod Park, Parc Llewelyn and Rees Row playground in Plasmarl have all been rejuvenated to encourage local families and communities to be outside and play and enjoy the new facilities, improving health, physical and social skills (Demmler et al., 2023; Pretty, 2004), with the funding coming from the Shared Prosperity Fund – Regional Investment Plan (Swansea Council, 2023e).
  In addition, Hafod Copperworks received a £3.75million grant from the National Lottery Heritage Fund in Wales again to rejuvenate and regenerate the area (Swansea Council, 2022b).  Attracting tourism and money into the area, it has provided jobs for the local and wider community, preventing and leading to less crime, improved physical and mental health, economic status and subsequently improve the community’s health and wellbeing (Zaei and Zaei, 2013)
  Within the same £1billion city-wide regeneration programme, the Penderyn Distillery has received £500,000 funding from the Welsh Government to both protect and increase footfall, recognising its importance to the heritage of the area and improve the local community (Swansea Council, 2023f).
  Other development projects include a Skyline cable car and zip line at the Hafod Copperworks (Welsh Government, 2023; Swansea Council, 2023g). Expected to generate up to 100 jobs, again offering jobs and improved mental and outdoor health opportunities (Jacobs et al., 2008).  However, care must be taken to ensure that such facilities are readily available to the local residents to experience these benefits, not just those from outside who can afford them (Tunstall et al., (2014).
  Along with the Skyline proposal, Swansea Council have proposed planning for two pontoons to reside on the River Tawe, with the aim of improving socioeconomics in the community (Swansea Council, 2022c and Swansea Council, 2023h).  However, with both proposals there becomes a risk of a more populated area due to tourists, workers etc., resulting in higher air and traffic pollution in an already busy, affluent and polluted area as Swansea Council Air Quality Data (2023) reports.  Hääl, Sürje and Rõuk (2008) discuss how high trafficked polluted areas can lead to a decrease in health due to air pollution potentially increasing co-morbidities within the individuals that reside in that area (Zhang and Batterman, 2013).
  Swansea Council (2023i), Bywater et al., (2011) and The Welsh Government (2017) discuss the programme Flying Start, expressing that the design of the programme is a Welsh Government initiative that is available for children ages 0-3 years old for those children that live in the most disadvantaged areas in Wales.  The scheme can offer a variation of help to both children and their families, helping with the early years of development for children, encouraging socialising and language development, whilst offering parents support and advice. Swansea Council (2023j) and Swansea Council (2023k) state that there are Flying Start schemes in both the Hafod and Plasmarl.  The Welsh Government (2019) state that the Flying Start scheme offers 12.5 hours of childcare for 2-3 year olds per week.  This benefits both the children who receive high-quality care and support as well as parents who have support offered if needed. It also resolves some childcare pressures as it is fully funded and therefore, may alleviate some financial burden on disadvantaged parents (Hutchings et al., 2017).

[bookmark: _Toc153267433]Behavioural Change and Challenges

  Davis et al., (2015) define behavioural change as changing and altering behaviours and habits for a better lifestyle and better environmental and social outcomes.  When reviewing the community of the Landore Ward through the Welsh Index of Multiple Deprivation (WIMD) 2019 and comparing it to the 2014 WIMD which are situated in a table within appendix it shows that in 2019, Landore 1 is the least deprived out of the four. However, when reviewing the data, within the WIMD 2019 table it shows that Landore 1 is the second lowest out of the four for both community safety and housing.  When comparing this to the WIMD 2014, Landore 1 was situated in the same place rankings as 2019.  However, when reviewing both 2014 and 2019 WIMD and comparing the results, community safety rose in all four Landore sections showing that behavioural change and environmental factors have improved the local area (Crawford and Evans, 2017).
  Nonetheless, when comparing housing deprivation between the four Landore areas, it is clear to see that little has been done to improve housing within the Landore Ward within the last five years as three of the four areas have dropped in deprivation with Landore 4 staying the same.  Swansea Council (2022d) have an action plan called Housing Support Programme Strategy Action Plan 2022-2026.  


[bookmark: _Toc153267434]Analysis and Recommendations

  The Welsh Government (2023) state that the policy Welsh Housing Quality Standard 2023 was introduced in 2022, the policy was introduced to enable all social housing within Wales to meet the same standard, allowing tenants to live in a safe environment.  Swansea Council received £9,280,000 to maintain and repair properties within the district (Welsh Government, 2023).  Swansea Council (2013) issued a report regarding the Landore Ward from the 2011 Census, which showed that out of 2675 properties, 3.9% (106 properties) were rented from the Local Authority, 8.6% (234 properties) from Housing Associations and 22.8% (620 properties) were private rented.  This means that 85.8% of housing within the Landore ward were private rented.  This in effect could affect health, wellbeing and socioeconomic factors due to high private rents, poor conditions of private rentals as well as possible overcrowding due to not being able to afford a bigger home.  These factors could all have implications on low income and vulnerable households (Rolfe et al., 2020).
  Swansea Council and South Wales Police issued the Planning for Community Safety Supplementary Planning Guidance in 2012.  Within the document, guidance and proposals were written with the aim of reducing crime and anti-social behaviours (Swansea Council and South Wales Police, 2012).  Swansea Council also have a webpage with different links that guide and aid with battling crime (Swansea Council, 2022e).  One of the policies to aid against crime and anti-social behaviour is the Safer Swansea Partnership, this incorporates the Anti-Social Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 2014 (Swansea Council, 2023l and Swansea Council 2021a).  Tabangin, Flores and Emperador (2008) discuss that when an area is rejuvenated and regenerated, it can have positive effects on the area or environment, which can lead to improvements on crime rates as well as social and economic conditions.  However, Hancock (2002) expresses that the correlation is not always positive and can increase reported crime due to the regeneration attracting criminals to the area.
  Health improved in two out of the three Landore Areas in the WIMD 2019 data, this could be due to an increase of services such as digital health care (NHS Wales, 2023) or due to the increase of volunteer services that are more readily available (Swansea Council for Voluntary Service, 2015).  As well as services like Flying Start which is available in the more deprived areas of the Landore Ward, offering support from Health Visitors (Harris, Lewis and Taylor, 2015).  Swansea Council and Swansea University Health Board (SUHB) both have support strategies in place to aid health and wellbeing within the Landore Ward and Swansea.  Better Health, Better Care, Better Lives is an organisational strategy by SUHB (SUHB, 2019) and Swansea Council have the Prevention Strategy (Swansea Council, 2022f) and Local Well-being Plan 2023-2028 Strategy (Swansea Council, 2023m) aiming to improve communities, early years, climate and to improve Swansea for all.
  Income has dropped in three out of the four Landore Areas in the WIMD 2019 data, this shows a decline in behavioural change, as historically the Landore Ward was a well-established working community with mines, copperworks, busy rivers and factories.  However, the statistics from the 2021 Census (ONS, 2021(2)) now shows that behaviours toward employment and income have changed.  Nevertheless, Landore 4 has improved in both categories.  This potentially could be because of the location and practicality of the area as it is situated close to amenities, regular bus routes and the train station.  Tyndall (2017) suggests that if individuals reside within close proximity of good transport links such as buses or train stations, individuals are more likely to be employed due to better accessibility.  Swansea Council (2021b) discuss The Tackling Poverty Strategy that was proposed and implemented between 2017-2020 to help reduce poverty within Swansea.  Within the strategy there are numerous objectives to aid aspirations, socioeconomic status and health and wellbeing. 

[bookmark: _Toc153267435]Recommendations

· Regarding housing, more affordable social housing could be made available to the community of the Landore Ward due to the area mainly consisting of private owners or rentals.
· In terms of health and education, flying start could be made available for the Landore area so that it is equal for all, rather than just Hafod and Plasmarl.
· With regard to employment and income, more could be done to encourage and engage with the Landore ward.  Accommodating workshops for potential future employers and businesses, training and skills workshops could allow the local community to better themselves.  As well as advertising and using local empty business locations to bring businesses to the local community.
· Lastly, better implementation of the strategies is needed to provide better quality of life for the community, and more direct strategies for the specific area would lead to more positive outcomes.

[bookmark: _Toc153267436]Conclusion

  To conclude this report, it is clear to see from the 2021 Census and both the 2014 and 2019 WIMD much is yet to be done to fully transform and improve the Landore Ward.  The community is still widely disadvantaged despite its heritage and current amenities.  Furthermore, regarding social housing within the Landore Ward, the amount of social housing could do with improvements to enable better homes for the more deprived individuals.  There are many policies and strategies in place that are to aid health, wellbeing and safety within Swansea but not many regards to the Landore Ward directly.  This is something that future research could develop and improve.  Improving the deprivation of the Landore Ward is something that desperately needs attention, more could be done from Swansea Council and partnership workers.  An up to date report from Swansea Council could be done with information from the 2021 Census to allow for better comparison but also to see where improvements could be made. 
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	Landore Ward 1
	Landore Ward 2
	Landore Ward 3
	Landore Ward 4

	Overall
	44 out of 148 LSOAs in Swansea
490 out of 1 909 LSOAs in Wales
20-30% most deprived in Wales
	22 out of 148 LSOAs in Swansea
230 out of 1909 LSOAs in Wales
10-20% most deprived in Wales
	24 out of 148 LSOAs in Swansea
276 out of 1909 LSOAs in Wales
10-20% most deprived in Wales
	33 out of 148 LSOAs in Swansea
363 out of 1909 LSOAs in Wales
10-20% most deprived in Wales

	Income
	40 out of 148 LSOAs in Swansea
401 out of 1909 LSOAs in Wales
20-30% most deprived in Wales
	21 out of 148 LSOAs in Swansea
197 out of 1909 LSOAs in Wales
10-20% most deprived in Wales
	28 out of 148 LSOAs in Swansea
251 out of 1909 LSOAs in Wales
10-20% most deprived in Wales
	42 out of 148 LSOAs in Swansea
411 out of 1909 LSOAs in Wales
20-30% most deprived in Wales

	Employment
	44 out of 148 LSOAs in Swansea
534 out of 1909 LSOAs in Wales
20-30% most deprived in Wales
	21 out of 148 LSOAs in Swansea
161 out of 1909 LSOAs in Wales
10% most deprived in Wales
	23 out of 148 LSOAs in Swansea
217 out of 1909 LSOAs in Wales
10-20% most deprived in Wales
	43 out of 148 LSOAs in Swansea
516 out of 1909 LSOAs in Wales
20-30% most deprived in Wales

	Health
	59 out of 148 LSOAs in Swansea
715 out of 1909 LSOAs in Wales
30-50% most deprived in Wales
	37 out of 148 LSOAs in Swansea
382 out of 1909 LSOAs in Wales
10-20% most deprived in Wales
	30 out of 148 LSOAs in Swansea
298 out of 1909 LSOAs in Wales
10-20% most deprived in Wales
	38 out of 148 LSOAs in Swansea
384 out of 1909 LSOAs in Wales
20-30% most deprived in Wales

	Education
	42 out of 148 LSOAs in Swansea
515 out of 1909 LSOAs in Wales
20-30% most deprived in Wales
	27 out of 148 LSOAs in Swansea
351 out of 1909 LSOAs in Wales
10-20% most deprived in Wales
	28 out of 148 LSOAs in Swansea
372 out of 1909 LSOAs in Wales
10-20% most deprived in Wales
	44 out of 148 LSOAs in Swansea
572 out of 1909 LSOAs in Wales
20-30% most deprived in Wales

	Access to Services
	64 out of 148 LSOAs in Swansea
1006  out of 1909 LSOAs in Wales
50% most deprived in Wales
	92 out of 148 LSOAs in Swansea
1354  out of 1909 LSOAs in Wales
50% most deprived in Wales
	82 out of 148 LSOAs in Swansea
1251  out of 1909 LSOAs in Wales
50% most deprived in Wales
	35 out of 148 LSOAs in Swansea
664  out of 1909 LSOAs in Wales
30-50% most deprived in Wales

	Community Safety
	30 out of 148 LSOAs in Swansea
334 out of 1909 LSOAs in Wales
10-20% most deprived in Wales
	8 out of 148 LSOAs in Swansea
101 out of 1909 LSOAs in Wales
10% most deprived in Wales
	54 out of 148 LSOAs in Swansea
735 out of 1909 LSOAs in Wales
30-50% most deprived in Wales
	58 out of 148 LSOAs in Swansea
749 out of 1909 LSOAs in Wales
30-50% most deprived in Wales

	Physical Environment
	55 out of 148 LSOAs in Swansea
996 out of 1909 LSOAs in Wales
50% most deprived in Wales
	46 out of 148 LSOAs in Swansea
882 out of 1909 LSOAs in Wales
30-50% most deprived in Wales
	12 out of 148 LSOAs in Swansea
468 out of 1909 LSOAs in Wales
20-30% most deprived in Wales
	11 out of 148 LSOAs in Swansea
411 out of 1909 LSOAs in Wales
20-30% most deprived in Wales

	Housing
	15 out of 148 LSOAs in Swansea
245 out of 1909 LSOAs in Wales
10-20% most deprived in Wales
	22 out of 148 LSOAs in Swansea
338 out of 1909 LSOAs in Wales
10-20% most deprived in Wales
	23 out of 148 LSOAs in Swansea
341 out of 1909 LSOAs in Wales
10-20% most deprived in Wales
	4 out of 148 LSOAs in Swansea
28 out of 1909 LSOAs in Wales
10% most deprived in Wales


WIMD (2019)

	
	Landore Ward 1
	Landore Ward 2
	Landore Ward 3
	Landore Ward 4

	Overall
	43 out of 148 LSOAs in Swansea
585 out of 1909 LSOAs in Wales
30-50% most deprived in Wales
	30 out of 148 LSOAs in Swansea
302 out of 1909 LSOAs in Wales
10-20% most deprived in Wales
	23 out of 148 LSOAs in Swansea
234 out of 1909 LSOAs in Wales
10-20% most deprived in Wales
	27 out of 148 LSOAs in Swansea
271 out of 1909 LSOAs in Wales
10-20% most deprived in Wales

	Income
	46 out of 148 LSOAs in Swansea
589 out of 1909 LSOAs in Wales
30-50% most deprived in Wales
	29 out of 148 LSOAs in Swansea
283 out of 1909 LSOAs in Wales
10-20% most deprived in Wales
	34 out of 148 LSOAs in Swansea
333 out of 1909 LSOAs in Wales
10-20% most deprived in Wales
	24 out of 148 LSOAs in Swansea
242 out of 1909 LSOAs in Wales
10-20% most deprived in Wales

	Employment
	59 out of 148 LSOAs in Swansea
814 out of 1909 LSOAs in Wales
30-50% most deprived in Wales
	27 out of 148 LSOAs in Swansea
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