[image: ]Object Analysis     Figure 1 Deer Askos. Met Museum (2020)

This terracotta zoomorphic askos is moulded in the shape of a deer like creature with antlers. It dates from Middle Cypriot III and has a date range of between 1725-1600 BC. It is believed to have originated from Idalion which was an ancient city in Cyrpus which is now modern Dali. As the name suggests it is made of terracotta with painted details of a checked style. The checks have varying widths and are painted in a pale brown colour which stands out on the beige body of the object. The item is also fired. It is a relatively small item standing only 14.6 cm high. The facial features painted on to the object are whimsical and highlight a series of holes which adorn the item.  (The Met, 2020) This item follows the pattern of prehistory Cypriot art which is said to be ‘exuberant and imaginative in shape and decoration.’ (Hemingway, 2004).

[image: ]This item could have many uses in many different areas of life. As there are holes in the item it is easy to assume that it could hold a liquid. This could be for something as simple as holding water in the home but is also unlikely due to its size, but an alternative theory could be for religious or ceremonial use. The size infers that not a lot of liquid could be held in this item so what it may have contained could have been oil which would have been used in parts of rituals or for religious ceremonies. The use of oil could also have been for household use. It is well known that many early civilisations such as the Romans used oil for clean and other household tasks. An alternative use is offered by Varda Sussman, 1974. Sussman did extensive research into duck askos and concluded that they could in fact be used as baby bottles. The only hindrance to this idea is that the liquid in vessel pours very slowly so would not be the best option to feed a hungry, crying infant. Sussman also contributes to the idea of the askos being a lamp filler but again the speed of the liquid dripping out offers its own set of restrictions. Finally, an idea which lends itself to the dropping of the liquid from the askos is for medicine. Like modern eye drops these vessels may have been for administrating medicines at a slower pace than pouring. The Met Museum also indicates that ‘Terracotta figurines were also produced in fairly large numbers and placed in tombs throughout the Bronze Age’ (Hemingway, 2004). Even though this could be referring to other figures such as fertility figures it does not fully eradicate askos so some may have been used within tombs. The hole through the top of the vessels also creates what looks like a loop so it could have been used to hang the object up. Throughout Cyprus’ history there have been many different examples of these askos. Within the Met collection there is also a Ram like askos and one which mirrors the image of a bird. The ram askos is dated to the same time period as the ‘deer’ but what is unique about the bird like askos is the fact that it was dated from 2000 to 1800 B.C. which is almost 100 years prior to the other two examples (The Met, 2020) This highlights a design change within these vessels. Even though these are just three examples it shows that the earlier models represented birds and simpler designs but over time the designs got more complicated, larger and of other significant animals which were of the time. During the Bronze age there were wild sheep and even domesticated sheep on the island and as for deer bones of prehistoric dears have been located on Cyprus so the animals shown in the items may be due to the importance of the animals and the everyday interactions with them. Moreover, this evolution in design shows how the lifestyles and needs of the people on Cyprus were changing. This can be seen by the fact that later in the order of designs the vessels get larger allowing larger storage capacity. This idea of evolving styles is backed up by Laura Ann Campbell Gagné who states that there were ‘great changes in architecture, pottery and metalwork’ (Gagné, 2012). Figure 2 Bull and Bird Askos. Met Museum (2020)


[image: ]There is also an example of these vessel-like objects which has two heads. One is that of a bull and the other is undetermined. This example dates from 1950 to 1650 B.C. and is much simpler that the other examples above (David Johnson, 2020). It is poorly formed and has no painted decoration. This complicates the order previously discussed and offers an alternative idea of usage. This is since the holes are rather low and are on both sides so wouldn’t be highly effective at holding and pouring liquids. Also, the formation of the loop differs from the other examples above as it is a much larger loop and resembles a handle more than a loop. Figure 3 Two headed askos. David Johnson (2020)



This askos could be archaeologically important due to residue which may still be contained within the vessel. If there were remnants of residue then it could give archaeologists a more in-depth view of the usage of the item but also of what liquids were around at the time. The analysis of such residue could also offer insight to climate if the contained something which was natural. Even though the internals would probably be contaminated it could still offer a view into the past. Also, just the shape itself could be significant as it could showcase what the Cypriots saw as important. Overall, this is not a rare find but the precise design is rarer as all other examples of these askos have been very different in appearance. This could indicate the individuality of each maker, inferring that they were all made personally, or people ask for a specific design. This very may well be because these items were all handmade and not mass produced like the products of today. Each producer of these items may have had a specific design from certain customers or possibly they were all made personally hence the variation in design. The usage can be argued due to being so inconspicuous and the fact that modern archaeologists are so out of touch with past civilisations.
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