AHHI5002 – Modern America 1776-2012

Course Outline:
Week 1: 29/1
From Columbus to Washington  

Week 2: 5/2 
Life, Liberty and Other Property

Week 3: 12/2
Jefferson v Jackson
Week 4: 19/2
Destiny, Indians, Slaves and War

Week 5: 5/3

Reconstruction and the Lost Cause
Week 6: 12/3 
Empire, War and the Progressive Era

Week 7: 19/3
The ‘New’ Deal, War and the South.
Week 8: 23/4
Civil Rights and Moral Wrongs
Week 9: 30/4
America in Crisis
Week 10: 7/5
Rise (and fall?) of the New Right
Assessment:

2500 word essay (18 March)
2 hour exam
This course will trace the themes and main issues which have been dominant in American history since its foundation as an independent state. It is not a straight chronology and should not be treated as such. Introductory texts are listed below, but they are only a starting point for you. 
Overall Texts:

Foner, E, (2012). Give Me Liberty. Norton (ISBN 9780393932577)
Tindall, G. B., & Shi, D. E., (2010) America. Norton (Eighth Edition ISBN 9780393934083). Ninth Edition due January 2013.
Zinn, H., (2012). A People’s History of the United States. Harper Perennial (9780061965593)

Essay – 2500 words – answer ONE question from the following:

1. Who were the real victors of the revolutionary events of 1775-83?
2. Critically appraise the notion that Andrew Jackson represented the interests of the ‘common man’.
3. Explain the allure of the Manifest Destiny.
4. Examine the factors which led to the failure of Reconstruction.
5. Discuss the causes and consequences of the Wall Street Crash.
6. Were the 1950s really ‘happy days’ in the USA?
7. Why did the period from 1968-1980 represent a ‘crisis of confidence’ for America?
8. Critically evaluate the presidency of Ronald Reagan from 1981-89.

Modern America 1776-2012 (2500 word essays)
MARKING CRITERIA FOR THE ASSESSMENT OF WRITTEN WORK

With all assessment, judgments will include an element of subjectivity. However, the School is able to offer you the following indicators to assess your performance and progress.

HIGH FIRST CLASS (marks of 80 and above)

High First class work is of an outstanding standard. It will display all, of the following attributes:

•
a clear and sharp focus upon the question of arguably publishable quality

•
a sophisticated awareness of the historiographical dimensions of historical debate

•
a broad, sophisticated and deep knowledge of the relevant topic 

•
a highly cogent and structured argument, with traces of originality

•
a subtle and highly perceptive analysis, perhaps with glimpses of originality

•
based upon a wide and thorough reading of primary and secondary source materials

•
written with exceptional fluency, clarity and accuracy 

•
presentation to an outstanding scholarly standard, including a full bibliography and clear referencing

FIRST CLASS (marks of between 70 and 80 and above)

First class work is of an excellent standard. It will display some, but not necessarily all, of the following attributes:

•
a clear and sharp focus upon the question

•
a sophisticated awareness of the historiographical dimensions of historical debate

•
a broad and deep knowledge of the relevant topic 

•
a highly cogent and structured argument

•
a subtle and highly perceptive analysis, perhaps with glimpses of originality

•
based upon a wide and thorough reading of primary and secondary source materials

•
written with fluency, clarity and accuracy 

•
presentation to a high scholarly standard, including a full bibliography and clear referencing

UPPER SECOND CLASS (marks between 60 and 69)
Upper Second Class work is of a very good standard. It may show some of the qualities of First Class work, but not in a sustained way. Work of the Upper Second Class is characterised by some, but not necessarily all, of the following attributes:

•
a clear focus upon the question

•
an awareness of the historiographical dimensions of historical debate

•
a broad knowledge of the relevant topic, though with some gaps

•
a well developed and solidly structured argument

•
a good and thoughtful analysis 

•
based upon a wide reading of secondary source materials (with some acknowledgement of primary materials)
•
written with clarity and accuracy.

•
presented to a scholarly standard, with bibliography and referencing.

LOWER SECOND CLASS (marks of between 50 and 59)

Lower Second Class work is of a good standard. It is work that may show some of the qualities of work in a higher class, but not in a sustained way.  Lower Second Class work displays some, but not necessarily all, of the following features:

•
some focus on the question, though not sustained or always clearly focused

•
some grasp of the historiographical dimensions of historical debate 

•
a sound knowledge of the relevant topic, with some limitations

•
a reasonable level of argument 

•
some analysis but not sustained and mixed with description/ narrative

•
some reading of the secondary source materials but significant gaps in the bibliography

•
written in a satisfactory style, with some accuracy.

•
presented to a reasonable scholarly standard, but with problems in the bibliography and/ or referencing.

THIRD CLASS (marks of between 40 and 49)

Third Class work is of an adequate/fair standard for an honours degree. It may show some of the qualities of work in a higher class, but not in a sustained way. Work in this class is marked by some, but not necessarily all, of the following qualities:

•
limited understanding of and focus upon the question 

•
lacks structure and a sustained argument

•
some knowledge of the relevant topic but with significant limitations

•
tends towards description, with glimpses perhaps of analysis

•
limited range of reading or familiarity with the secondary literature

•
some attempt at following scholarly standards of presentation, though problems with referencing and/or bibliography

•
limited attention to writing style, clarity or accuracy

FAIL CLASS (marks of 39 and below)

Fail class work is unsatisfactory. It is work that may display some of the characteristics of the Third Class standard but not in a sustained or significant amount. 

· Very limited understanding of the question or focus upon it

· Lacks structure and argument

· Limited knowledge of the relevant topic

· Descriptive and narrative in structure

· Little evidence of sustained reading or familiarity with the secondary literature

· Fails to meet accepted norms of scholarly standards of presentation, including both referencing and bibliography.

· Weak writing style.

PREPARING AND SUBMITTING ESSAYS
It is important that you conform carefully to the guidelines and instructions set out below.  If you have further questions, do not hesitate to raise them with the tutor responsible for the module.

Presentation of material
· Whatever the written assignment, it should represent the most effective statement that you can make on the questions set.

· Please pay attention to style, syntax, punctuation and general organisation. A high standard of presentation is expected. 
· Length of essay: Please observe the maximum length of each essay or written assignment (this will be exclusive of bibliography and footnotes), which will either be 1500, 2000, 2500, 3500 or 4000 words. Although each essay should be a substantial piece of work, it will not always be necessary to use the maximum number of words. You are not being asked to write all you know about a topic and you should attempt to be concise and to the point. Work which is 10% over the prescribed number of words will be penalized up to a maximum of 5 marks. You should also be aware that work which goes substantially over the word limit, will fail to meet marking criteria of the higher bands that demand tight, concise structure and clarity of exposition, and thus its grade will fall.
Further Bibliography:
Students are strongly encouraged to pay attention to primary sources. Since the era of Grant, most presidents have published memoirs. Some have published letters and diaries. The current president has written two notable texts, The Audacity of Hope and Dreams from my Father, both published by Canongate (2008). 
Presidential Speeches and information can also increasingly be found on-line, including at presidential Library websites. Do remember First Ladies have also written their memoirs too, indeed some have beaten their husbands into print i.e. Laura Bush.
If searching for George W. Bush for example information can be located at:

http://www.whitehouse.gov/about/presidents/georgewbush
http://whitehouse.georgewbush.org/
Or Reagan’s speeches can be located at:

http://reagan2020.us/speeches/
Such websites show how the internet could be of help to you. However, no essay should have a majority of research culled from websites. Speeches and JSTOR articles accessed through a computer are not included in this statement. Material from the internet should always state the URL and date accessed.

No student should use broad or generic websites such as personal blogs (from purporting academics) or such sites as Wikipedia. 

Selected Other Texts:
Madaras L., and SoRelle, J.M., 2003. Taking Sides: Clashing Views and Controversial Issues in American History, (Volumes one and two). McGraw Hill.
Mann, C., 2005. 1491 – America before Columbus. Granta Books

Armesto, F.F., 2006. Amerigo – The Man Who Gave His Name to America. Weidenfield and Nicholson.

Hilton, C., 2005. Mayflower - The Voyage that Changed the World. Sutton.

Bronwick, C., 1990. The American Revolution. Macmillan.

Broderick, F.L., 1964. The Origins of the Constitution. 

Thomas, P.D.C., 1987. The Townshend Duties Crisis. Oxford.

Middlekauff R., 1982. The Glorious Cause: The American Revolution 1763-89. Oxford.

Countryman, E., 1991. The American Revolution. Penguin.

Jensen, M., 1968. The Founding of a Nation. Oxford.

Appleby, J.O., 1984. Capitalism and a New Social Order: The Republican Vision of the 1790s. New York Press.

Chambers, W.N., 1963. Political Parties in a New Nation. Oxford.

Heale, M.J., 1977. The Making of American Politics. Longman.

Paine, T., 1776. Common Sense. (Many editions available).

Macdonald, F., 1974. The Presidency of George Washington. University of Kansas Press.

Macdonald, F., 1976. The Presidency of Thomas Jefferson. University of Kansas Press.

Banning, L., 1978. The Jefferson Persuasion. Cornell.

Latimer, J., 2007. 1812. Harvard University Press. 

Cole, D.B., 1993. The Presidency of Andrew Jackson. Kansas University Press.

Welter, R., 1975. The Mind of America. Columbia University Press.

Remini, R.V., 1990. The Legacy of Andrew Jackson. Louisiana State University Press.

Brown, D.A., 1991. Bury my Heart at Wounded Knee. Vintage.

Stephenson, A., 1996. Manifest Destiny. American Expansion and the Empire of Right. Hill and Wang.

Morrison, M.A., 1997. Slavery and the American West. University of North Carolina.  

Weinberg, A.K., 1958. Manifest Destiny – A Study in Nationalist Expansion in American History. John Hopkins Press.

Stewart, J.B., 1976. Holy Warriors: the Abolitionists and American Slavery. Hill and Wang.  

Billington, R.A., 1967. Westward Expansion. A History of the American Frontier. Macmillan. 

Greenberg, K.S., 1985. Masters and Statesmen. The Political Culture of American Slavery. John Hopkins. 

Collins, B., 1981. The Origins of America’s Civil War. Edward Arnold. 

Potter, D.M., 1976. The Impending Crisis. Harper and Row.

Foner, E., 1970. Free Soil, Free Labour and Free Men. Oxford.

Macpherson, J.M., 1990. Battle Cry of Freedom. Oxford.

Calhoun, C.W., (Ed.) 1995. The Gilded Age – Essays on the Origins of Modern America. Scholarly Resources.

Trachtenberg, A., 1982. The Incorporation of America: Culture and Society in the Gilded Age. Hill and Wang.

Brands, H.W., 1995.The Reckless Decade: America in the 1890s. St. Martin’s Press.   

Beale, H.K., 1956. Theodore Roosevelt and the Rise of America to World Power. John Hopkins.

Collin, R.H., 1985. Theodore Roosevelt, Culture, Diplomacy and Expansion. Louisiana State University Press.

Clements, K., 1992. The Presidency of Woodrow Wilson. Kansas University Press.

Clayton, J.D., 1998. America and the Great War. Harlan Davidson.

Badger, A.J., 1998. The New Deal: The Depression Years. Macmillan.

Leuchtenburg, W.E., 1963. Franklin D. Roosevelt and the new Deal. Harper and Row. 

Terkel, S., 1970. An Oral History of the Great Depression. Pantheon Books. 

Dallek, R., 1995. Franklin D. Roosevelt and American Foreign Policy 1932-45. Oxford.

Blum, J.M., 1976. V was for Victory: Politics and American Culture During World War Two. Harcourt Brace.

Hess, G.R., 1986. The United States at War, 1941-45. H. Davidson.

Gaddis, J.L., 1987. The Long Peace. Oxford.

Patterson, J.T., 1996. Grand Expectations: The United States 1945-1974. Oxford. 

Herring, G. C., 2002. America’s Longest War: The United States and Vietnam 1950-75. McGraw Hill.

Short, A., 1989. The Origins of the Vietnam War. Longman.

Schlesinger, A.M., 1967. A Thousand Days: JFK in the White House. Fawcett Publishing.

Sorenson, T.C., 1965. Kennedy. Hodder.

Stern, M., 1992. Calculating Visions: Kennedy, Johnson and Civil Rights. Rutgers University Press.

Witcover, J., 1997. The Year the Dream Died. Revisiting 1968 in America. Warner Books. 

Berman, W., 1994. America’s Right Turn: From Nixon to Clinton. John Hopkins University Press.

Dumbrell, J., 1997. The Carter Presidency. Manchester University Press.

Kaufman, B.I., 1993. The Presidency of James Earl Carter. Kansas University Press.

Bourne, P., 1993. Jimmy Carter: A Comprehensive Biography. Scribner.

Mervin, D., 1990. Ronald Reagan and the American Presidency. Longman.

Dallek, R., 1999. Ronald Reagan and the American Presidency. Harvard University Press. 

Combs, J.E., 1993. The Reagan Range – The Nostalgic Myth in American Politics. Bowling Green Press.

Harris, J.F. Harris (2006). Bill Clinton a Survivor in the Whitehouse. Random House.
Draper, R., 2007. Dead Certain: The Presidency of George W. Bush. Simon and Schuster.

Remnick, D., 2010 The Bridge: The Life and Rise of Barack Obama. Picador.

Gillon, S., 2008 The Pact: Bill Clinton, Newt Gingritch and the Rivalry that defined a Generation. OUP.

