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In the reading which I have done in the field of migration studies, the topic that most interests me and which I intend to develop further upon is the internal migration from rural to urban conditions in China. The reason that this particular topic needs further examination, in my view, is the drastic social changes that have shown to have occurred on the accountability of the internal migration.

Research into Chinas rural to urban migration is vital due to the scale of personal migration. 281.7 million residents on China migrated from country homes to urban in 2016 alone (National Bureau of Statistics of the People’s Republic of China, 2016). However, migrators are proportionally more disadvantaged and are more likely to experience economic, social, and institutional impediments compared to urban born (Wang and Fan, 2012). With researchers strongly linking marginalisation to the hukou household registration system, creating a system restricting where migrants can live, work and what benefits they can receive (Wang and Fan, 2012). As a result, rural to urban migrants are more likely to be excluded from strong economic and social positions and fill low-skilled, demanding, and dangerous jobs (Wong et al., 2007: Wu, 2004: Yang and Guo, 1996).

It is essential, therefore, to study Chinas internal migration to establish migrant prejudice and help overcome the cultural integration boundaries which have been likened to international migrants (Chen and Liu, 2018). Further backed up with a correlation between assimilation and integration with adjustment in China’s social context (Xie et al., 2016). Consequently, studies on what accounts for Chinas urban assimilation looks it, such as, values, economic status and cultural traits is important in introducing new programmes to improve cultural concurrence and undo institutional effects of the hukou system both at remaining rural residents, urban migrants and urban residents (Shen, 2013 : Chan and Zhang, 1999).

- Rural migrants – Social marginalisation. Economic security. Accommodation. Health and social care opportunities. Family dynamic

Unfortunately, this research proposal has several limitations, primarily lack data to compare the social effects on a micro level as well as accessing available material. Furthermore, this essay search topic could quickly broaden on the impact on rural residents, such as changes to social care, schools, medicine, infrastructure costs—Cultural; farming, family structures due to migration away from these structures. Likewise, the effects on urban residents with work opportunities increased residents creating more segregation. Overpopulation of infrastructure

Literature Review

Current literature published actively focuses on the statistics of rural migrants, particularly from an economic perspective as well as the internal factors influencing the change. A significant focus has been placed on institutional policy, and the effects of implementation and relaxation of the hukou system have lightened up the economic benefits of migration (Shen, 2013)

However, few papers have focused on the micro effects of internal rural to urban migration on the people. Chen and Liu (2018) discuss the process of assimilation and acculturation required of migrants to integrate best. With studies on marginalisation and adverse socioeconomic effects becoming commonplace on migrants with high education, high socioeconomic status and social interactions with friend and family contacts helping best to overcome these prejudice (Chen and Liu, 2018)
However, some academic papers have researched reasons for positive selection in the hukou migration system. Such as Tong and Piotrowski (2012) data research in positive selection with good migrant health.
Problems with previous studies are the focus on migrants as a whole unit and not singularly or in consideration of personal experience (Chen and Liu, 2018) as well as Chinas restricted information sources which could inhibit full information.

Methodology 

 The proposal intends to provide a research comparison of pre-existing statistics and papers of rural to urban migrant barriers. As well as compiling a research document, on the social and cultural effects on Chinas rural to the urban migrants.
Requiring primary or secondary data through academic sources, this paper should take the equivalent of a month to sufficiently accumulate and analyse the information from previously stated sources.
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