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Stop and search has been a topic often spoken about both among the public and the police. The use of these powers has been heavily criticised throughout the years, but the goal of these powers is for the police to further investigate their suspicion about an individual without arresting them (Metropolitan Police, 2021). However, with this goal comes many future challenges and issues which have arisen from the previous use of these stop and search powers. Therefore, a balance is needed between both the use of the powers but also a regulatory view of them to prevent misuse of power. 
According to Zander (2014), the Police and Criminal Evidence Act (1984) is one of the most significant developments in modern policing. The aim of PACE 1984 was to unify the legislation related to police powers. Before 1984 the legislation was not clearly laid out and simple to understand by police officers, therefore PACE brought all necessary laws together under the Codes of Practise, which range from a stop and search on the streets under Code A or interviewing detainees under Code E and F (Home Office 2013; Home Office 2014). 
The Brixton Riots in 1981 caused uproar in the area and the police response in this situation was to conduct stops and searches on individuals in the area. According to Jefferson and Grimshaw (1984, cited in Jefferson 2012), Operation Swamp was when 150 plain clothes officers made 1,000 stops and 150 arrests. This operation was conducted prior to the introduction of PACE 1984 and therefore there was no true regulation to the powers the police had. Furthermore, Connell (2011) highlights the opposition between the black communities and the police. This was one of the earliest issues which began with the use of stop and search which had a negative impact in Brixton and soon after, the country. 
Although prior events may have had a negative impact in the eye of the public, the police do not view it as the public do. According to the Home Office (2006), Operation BLUNT 2 had a successful impact on the short-term reduction of knife crime which suggests that stop and search does have a positive impact on crime reduction. Due to PACE 1984 regulating these powers, it makes it more difficult to abuse these powers and demands an explanation under PACE on why the stop and search was done. 
One of the major challenges the police face is to maintain public respect. With one of Robert Peel's principles stating to seek and preserve public favour, the term policing by consent is essential (Home Office, 2012). However, the challenge of maintaining this is difficult when stops and searches need to be conducted to investigate suspects. There needs to be a balance between power and the consent of the public, to protect the rights and freedoms of individuals.
The case of Mark Duggan is infamous due to the result of his death when police shot him. Prior to the shooting of Duggan, the relationship between the police and the people living in the area of North London was not a strong relationship. There had been those who mistrusted the police and pointed to the deaths of those by the hands of police officers, usually in these cases the individuals were from black communities. When Mark Duggan was shot and killed the inquiry heard two conflicting stories, one that Duggan had a weapon and another that he was innocent (Dodd, 2014). 
The issue which raised among the public at that time and in today’s day and age was police legitimacy. When a police officer patrols the streets and makes decisions, those decisions are legal in every aspect (Quinton, 2011). Furthermore, with making these decisions based on suspicions they may have created an environment which is stressful on themselves as the police may view their job not as a job but a way of life (Reiner, 2010). Bradford (2017) explores the link between mistrust of police and police legitimacy, stating that legitimacy is an important aspect of the relationship between the police and public. Maintaining a relationship with the public will create an environment where the public trust the police to do their job as they do legitimately, not corruptly. However, if stops and searches are not accepted by a group of people, it may create a distant relationship between public and police and as a result the stops and searches would be more difficult to carry out without issue. This is what happened in the case of Mark Duggan, the upset the stop and killing resulted in the community having anger and hate towards police and it would be difficult to build the trust that they had before. 
According to the EHRC (2010) the Metropolitan Police laid out a plan which stated different points such as legality and necessity when it came to stop and search. However, although laying out a plan to follow to conduct successful stops and searches the police often fall short of meeting that criteria. Furthermore, they state that even if these objectives are laid out, they are undermined if there is a public perception the powers are being misused. This suggests that the police try to use these powers fairly, but if the public do not have the same view as the police, the effort is not accounted for. The negative public perception is usually seen and spoken of when it comes to the stop and search of Black and Minority Ethnic communities. Miller et al (2000) analyses the impact of stop and search on communities by stating that at large the public do support stop and search but do feel like their powers can be abused. However, once again if the police are perceived by the public as legitimate then they would be more likely to cooperate with them (Jordan, 1998, cited in Miller et al, 2000). 
According to Dodd (2020), Black people are nine times more likely to be stopped and searched than White people. This would agree with the Home Office (2021) which states that White people get stopped 6 out of every 1,000 stops and Black people get stopped 54 out of every 1,000 stops. By comparing these two ethnicities it begs the question, why is there such a difference between two ethnicities? The answer may be that certain areas have a higher population of BAME (Black Asian and Minority Ethnic) communities. Another article by Dodd (2020) states that young Black males are 19 times more likely to be stopped and searched in London. Furthermore, in a 2011 census, London had the smallest percentage of White British people, which suggests that if more Black people lived in that area, the statistics would show that (Office for National Statistics, 2018). Another issue with this is that White people may view the police as legitimate as their experiences have not been as often as Black people. Therefore, the public will have a split view which would make it more difficult for the police to deal with. 
According to Quinton et al (2000), in a report on working practises of police officers, found a wide variation of the officer’s understanding of reasonable suspicion. With an emphasis on wide variation, this suggests that each officer would deal with the use of stop and search differently depending on their own understanding of the meaning of reasonable suspicion. As a result, the use of the powers would result in an inconsistent and non-effective method of use because one officer might deal with someone kindly and fairly, whereas another might not. It would also mean that someone might be stopped for something they were not stopped for doing before, furthering the result of mistrust between members of the public and police because the public cannot understand why because the law says clearly why they can be stopped and searched but the understanding and discretion of officers would be different. 
The issue of racial discrimination has been voiced throughout many article and scholarly material. According to Bowling and Phillips (2007), the disproportionate stop and search statistics suggest discrimination against the Black community. Although there are pieces of legislation that outlawed racial discrimination and promotes equality and fairness, the statistics show that Black people are more likely to be stopped and searched (Race Relations (Amendment) Act, 2000; Equality Act, 2010). This may be due to statistical discrimination, which occurs when crime statistics are gathered, and the police use those statistics as intelligence which then targets that community in a specific area. This method goes against the Codes of Practise under PACE which states that stop and search should not be used based on generalisation or stereotyping. However, if the police conduct stops and searches based on this it would violate PACE as it would not be objective evidence but statistical. Based on potential violation also would be when officers receive authorization to carry out a stop and search without any reasonable grounds at all, which is a common routine of officers found in legislation under s60 Criminal Justice and Public Order Act (1994) (Chainey and MacDonald, 2012). 
According to Stone and Pettigrew (2000), in a group discussion about individual’s experiences with stops and searches, there was no distinction made between the two. Some Black members of the group voiced that if they were stopped it would almost always be followed by a search. They also state that the police would need a good reason to stop them rather than thinking of a reason to search them, thus the distinction among the group was not understood clearly. Awan et al (2017) also had a group of people who were from the Black community which shared that they felt like they were being judged by their appearance and as a result felt prejudice from the police, albeit not everyone said the same, but the majority did. A contention would then be between both police and public, the public may have a dislike to the use of police powers, the police may then see that as an attitude which could make the situation worse than it needs to be. 
Stop and search is often backed up by the theory of crime prevention or deterrence. According to Wilson and Petersilia (2011), one example of deterrence is the severity of punishment. If someone gets caught three times for the same offense, the third sentence will be more severe than the first. Nagin (2013) further expands that it is not necessarily the severity of punishment but the certainty of punishment that is more effective. Thus, if stops and searches were being conducted regularly in an area, it would reduce the chance of that individual committing a crime again since the chance of being caught would be increased. This also suggests that the actions the police do have a social effect on those who commit crimes or would commit crimes. On the other hand, those within literature of crime prevention and deterrence argue that there is a lack of evidence on the actions of police or powers affecting an individual's perception of being arrested (Pickett, 2016). Furthermore, Bradford and Tiratelli (2019) conclude from various sources that stop and search’s link with crime prevention is at best marginal. Lastly, in another study over 10 years looking at crime in London the effects of stop and search on all crime types, apart from inconsistent ones had no true impact as to deterring crime (Tiratelli et al, 2018). Although the sight of stops and searches may cause a small impact of crime deterrence, the fact stands that the use itself of stops and searches does not decrease crime rates.
According to Delsol (2015), regulating police conduct is notoriously difficult because policing every aspect of the law is impractical. Furthermore, the difficulty of regulating stop and search lies within the power being used on the streets, away from police stations where the supervisors and managers are. Different jurisdictions also have their own views of stop and search, namely the conflict and consensus approaches. The consensus theory leans towards the side of the government or the law in this case and believes it to be fair and effective, whereas the conflict theory leans towards a negative view of an issue and believes it to be unfair (Lipset, 1985). 
Furthermore, in the area of theories and methods, Braithwaite (2002) explains that responsive regulation is a method which can be used to serve justice. Responsive regulation is not a set punishment, for example if someone commits burglary this method would not immediately punish them with years in jail but offer opportunities to right the wrongs done via voluntary work or other means. However, one downside with this method is that it will not maximize consistency within the law as each case would take longer to process. This method could also be added onto the regulation for stop and search powers. Rather than having reasonable grounds, the use of discretion to the members of the public will offer a more reasonable punishment rather than jail for a day or two. 
In conclusion, the use of stop and search has been controversial, both liked and disliked. However, although the heavy criticisms and poor use of the powers, it is still used daily. The police are always trying to better what mistakes they have made in the past to create a safe environment for members of the public so that they do not need to fear their rights being abused by higher authorities. Police legitimacy is a key to a healthy relationship between the police and public to create trust between them so that the police can do their job effectively. Although racial discrimination has been shown through statistics the overall number of stop and searches is on the decrease which should reduce the gap between the ethnic group stop and search numbers. The methods of regulating these powers are of utmost importance to prevent any further racial discrimination and misuse of powers, resulting in a society that will support the police rather than opposing them. Thus, going back to Robert Peel’s principles, one being maintaining public respect. Lastly, the public’s view on stop and search is balanced, yet unstable. The side that believes that the powers can be misused would need to be persuaded by the actions of the police to maintain their trust. If the police will never change their actions and the statistics stay the same, so will the views of the public and it would be difficult to change it. 
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