Activity 1 of the AI-Assisted Research Tool 
Perplexity AI
Perplexity AI is an AI-powered research and search tool that provides direct answers to questions and shows the sources used to generate them. It is often described as an "answer engine" rather than a traditional search engine. 

Availability and Cost
	Version
	Cost
	Features

	Free
	£0
	Unlimited standard searches, source citations

	Pro
	Approximately $20/month
	Advanced AI models, deeper research, file uploads, unlimited advanced searches


The free version suits most students, while the Pro version targets researchers and professionals who need more powerful research capabilities. 
Perplexity AI has become one of the fastest-growing AI research tools because it combines internet search with AI-generated summaries. Students, researchers, and professionals widely use it for quick access to reliable, cited information. User satisfaction on G2 is rated around 4.5/5.

Advantages
· Simple and clean interface.
· Questions can be typed in natural language.
· Sources are displayed automatically.
· No special training is required.
According to user reviews, Perplexity has a minimal learning curve and high ease-of-use ratings.
Disadvantages
· Some advanced features require a paid subscription.
· Occasionally provides incomplete information if sources are limited.

Effectiveness for Research
Rating: 8.5/10
Perplexity AI is particularly effective because:
· It cites sources for most answers.
· Provides up-to-date information from the internet.
· Summarises information from multiple websites.
· Allows follow-up questions to deepen research.
This makes it useful for:
· Academic research
· Essay preparation
· Market research
· Fact-checking
Many reviewers consider it stronger for research tasks than general chatbots because it focuses on citations and real-time information. 

