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Part 4 Portfolio guidance
Component 4
Write an academic piece of writing using theoretical and research literature to explain and evaluate why you designed experience in the way you did. Focus on the role of the adult, the environment and legislation and policy linked to issues such as wellbeing, health and safety and Education for Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship. 
Consider possible future improvements to the experience. This section will need referencing to support your discussion. (2000 words+/-10%).



To start 
· Do quality research- Use journal articles and other quality sources. Those we have placed on Moodle and Teams would be very relevant, including the videos. 
· Make notes on these so you can compare and contrast different ideas throughout your work. 
· Scan and Skim read so you find relevant information quickly and then read and make notes in detail. This will also allow you to read more authors.

General issues
· Remember to proof read carefully and edit work.
· Use Turnitin to check if some sections should be presented as direct quotations. 
· Check all references in essay are in reference list and that format is consistent.
· Edit carefully and avoid overly long sentences and sentences that are unclear. 
Read work out loud to check these aspects of your work.
· Plan work carefully to avoid repeating issues.




Developing analysis and evaluation
· Use: however, despite, furthermore, therefore, in contrast, in comparison and other linking phrases to create flowing arguments. Link sentences together to create clear arguments.
· Avoid describing issues remember to evaluate and analyse.
· Avoid being vague; give specific examples to illustrate points. 
For example, when discussing the benefits of ‘engaging with nature’, give examples of different reasons why it is beneficial, such as developing empathy, developing sustainability and links to Education for Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship and ESDGC. 
You could also examine how, for example, is there research that suggests children who play in nature can better understand science or ‘understanding and knowledge of the world’ Foundation Phase areas of learning.




Planning
Consider what your part 4 evaluation will focus on. 
It may help to choose 3-or 4 themes you could discuss
For example,
· Learning outdoors and engaging with nature 
· Health benefits and physical development
· Loose parts / open ended play


The above themes easily allow you to explore the key focus of question throughout the work 
	Learning outdoors engaging with nature 

	Did your activity / experience in part 1 allow children to explore, discover and be curious about nature? What do other authors say about such opportunities to engage with nature? What are the benefits? 
Role of the adult in allowing children to go outside to a natural areas. What have you read? Are there challenges?
Environment – what does nature offer, what research supports learning from nature.  Are there links to theory such as Froebel or Bruner on the significance of an interesting outdoor or natural environment ?
Policy and research Does this link to ESDGC and wider sustainability issues?
Do children have enough time to be playing in nature- can you find any information in your reading?

	Health benefits and physical development

	What physical development might have been possible in your experience / activity in part 1 plan? Could you consider fine or gross motor skills, balance (vestibular sense) and proprioception discussed in lectures? What does the reading suggest is needed for these senses to develop and did your activity allow for whole body development? Could you change the activity / experience to encourage more movement? Do the authors suggest this is an undervalued aspect of children’s learning due to role of adult in allowing risk and challenge such as fearful parents or over cautious practioners? 
Are there health benefits to what you developed in part 1 of portfolio and does the reading you have undertaken note in terms of health and outdoors? There may also be theory you have read? Have you read any research or policy such as the new Donaldson curriculum or ESDGC that highlight health? 
Is the environment and having space to explore outdoors key to this issue? Is the outdoors especially valuable environment for physical learning due to the space and variety of landscapes and habitats?  - .


	Loose parts / open ended play

	What resources did your experience /activity in part 1 provide ? Were there loose parts? What are these and what is Nicholson’s theory on loose parts? You might also discuss affordance and the ideas of some of the material on Moodle? Using loose parts will link to developing an interesting discovery based learning environment. This also links to theory such as Steiner, Bruner and Reggio approach.
What are the implications of using open ended resources, or developing open ended learning?  Would you redesign your plan to be more open ended and what do authors you have read suggest is the benefits of open ended learning for sustained shared thinking or developing children’s competence and confidence, and the role of the adult in providing these loose parts / open ended opportunities? 
Did you use natural material, reuse materials and could this link to ESDGC policy and other research?





Synthesis- bringing together ideas
What does it look like on the page?

The experience provided in part 1 of the portfolio involved children  playing in a woodland environment with a choice of natural resources and other loose parts. The plan was created to develop an interesting and stimulating child-led natural learning environment encouraging children’s physical movement and health, use of loose parts and opened ended play. 

Using woodland environments has been noted by Knight (2018) to allow children to develop holistically and engage a range of skills and thus using the woodland environment in the plan could supports holistic learning.  Furthermore Jones (2018) highlights the importance of outdoor play and suggests that children require opportunities to engage with nature as a means to improve their emotional and physical development.  Other studies also highlight the importance of outdoor activities including Forest School initiatives (Evans, 2017; Thomas, 2019), outdoor learning experiences (DCELLS, 2008, 2008a, 2008b) and environmental education programmes (Fien and Tilbury, 1997; Kaplan and Kaplan, 2002) in providing opportunities for children to understand how the natural world works and also to have empathy for other living things while also developing their own wellbeing and physical development.  Similarly, Froebel (cited in Bruce, 2018) views on the role of nature suggests that children gain significant holistic development when in nature, as the can learn from the cycles and patterns of the natural world. This was also highlighted by Ouvry (2019) who noted being in a woodland could develop children’s understanding and knowledge of the world as well as empathy for living things   However,  despite the holistic benefits outlined research by White (2017) statistics cited in research undertaken on behalf of the Forestry Commission (Morgan, 2019) suggest that 30% of young children are not engaging with the natural environment more than once a week. Children are therefore having less opportunities to be in a natural environment regularly and thus the planned activity could support children engage with nature more and develop their holistic learning. 







For future academic writing this may be useful. We have used ethics as the example but this is to support developing evaluation and analysis in future academic writing or oral discussion in other subjects.
This is description: 
The mosaic approach allows children to use different methods to collect information and to have a voice in the research process (Moss and Clark, 2004). The different methods may include observation, interviews, map making and keeping diaries (Clarke, 2008). Children may also use cameras and video equipment to collect information (Moss and Clarke, 2011).  The mosaic approach is linked to the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) 1989 and listening to the child’s voice. It is also linked to participation and Hart’s ladder of participation (Hart, 2008). 
You need to explain and evaluate at level 5 –see below 
Clarke and Moss (2004) state that the mosaic approach was designed to engage children’s participation and to allow children’s voices to be heard. This approach could therefore support the underpinning principles of children’s meaningful participation as noted by Hart (2005) and Article 12 of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child  (UNCRC) 1989 where a child’s right to be heard is examined.  Furthermore, in terms of research ethics, Evans (2009) notes that participant engagement and involvement is empowering and reduces the risks of participants being harmed or their ideas being ignored. However, Hart (2008) cautions that participation can be tokenistic if adults do not support meaningful participation by the child.  Hedges (2012) suggests that the mosaic approach does develop meaningful participation because it provides children with appropriate methods for their development stage.  For example, Clark (2007) notes that children creating video clips or photographs is based on visual presentation rather than detailed discussion and thus does not exclude young children who lack complex language skills from taking part.  However, despite several authors supporting the mosaic approach as a means to involve children in research (Smith, 2015, Evans, 2014; Clark, 2009; Moss and Clark, 2009) authors such as Gill (2015) and Tomos (2015) suggest that all research is open to unethical practice and adults misusing their power when children are either coerced to take part or when their ideas are not taken seriously by adults. BERA (2013)……………….
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