Grass Roots Rugby In Wales 
The Impact of Societal change on the game and the clubs who underpin our national sport.

Is it the aftermath of Covid -19 or the rising cost if living that is making the national game of Wales and its clubs slowly disappear?
Wales Rugby Online released an article last week stating,
‘50 Welsh rugby matches cancelled as clubs struggle to field teams in post-pandemic 'nightmare' (Orders, 2022)
Welsh grass roots rugby faces a growing issue post pandemic, or was it already emerging but lack of forward forecast missed the signs? Unfortunately, there are many rugby clubs across Wales that are either cutting their days to the bare minimum or closing, this Is due to the lack of rugby matches and support within the hospitality side.
This study will look at our Welsh rugby clubs and why they are closing, why teams are struggling, What we can do in Wales to improve the situation and save the hearts of the Welsh villages.
This topic is relevant as I personally run a rugby club and have felt the devastating effects of little or no rugby matches.
Methodological Approach 
Qualitative and Quantitative approaches will both be used for the purpose of this report, Qualitative to gauge opinion in a broader term whilst using a semi structured formed interview, this data is attached to people’s experiences not just views. Qualitative research was originally designed to help identify trends and themes in social and cultural phenomena (Ernst, a2003).
 Quantitative research will be used to gauge one hundred participants over all view with structured questions, this research phenomenon examines data for trends and patterns. A Quantitative study gathers numeric data such as age, opinion and can also include subjective data gathered through the means of survey by a scale marking system. (indeed.com, n.d.)
To secure all participants information and abide by the Ethics of the university I will be completing an ethics form and making all participants aware that the data will be used for the purpose of research and all information will be stored safely, and encrypted in a password protected file, this will be deleted as soon as the research has been completed.
The research and conclusion of the dissertation would run from October 2022 – March 2023, with a timetable set out while being mindful to stick to the time table strictly, It is easy to fall behind and think you have plenty of time left to do the research and investigation.
Data Collection Procedure
To comply with the university rules and standards the academic supervisor will be informed of the assignment brief and at all new stages of the research. First stages are to draft the ethics form before any interviews or surveys are to take place and get all participants from the Qualitative section to complete a participants consent form to comply with research ethical standards. (Uwtsd, n.d.)
 The use of pseudonyms (nick names) to protect the participants identity, arrange a private venue for the face-to-face interviews to take place.
Semi structured questions will be used so some direction can be used and to make sure the participants stay on track with the subject, this also helps if a participant misunderstands a specific question, whilst making sure only relevant information is collected. Each question will be carefully selected to reflect the aim of the research.
Quantitative research will be completed by one hundred participants with ten survey type question in questionnaire form, shared via the researcher’s social media platforms. This will allow the research to get a greater understanding of the phenomena, and to be able to research any themes and trends in participants opinions.
Data analysis and Presentation
On completion of the interview transcription will take place, this will allow the relevant information that has been recorded ready to use to analyse for the purpose of this research, to identify any reoccurring themes, and conclude the information. Thematic analysis as described by (braun and clarke.2012) allows a systematic way of seeing information as well as processing qualitative data.
Results from the quantitative research will then be transferred to excel to be then imported to SPSS, where the data can be analysed. SPSS (Statistical Package for the Social Sciences) is used for research and analysis. The SPSS program supports a plethora of basic functions which will be used for the purpose of this research for example bivariate statistics and cross tabulation. (Jordan, 2021).
Budget and time management
Planning and preparation are the main and most important parts of any research dissertation, without this you will not get the of work you require. This includes research to make sure your question has merit to research and there is a gap in previous or recent research. What type of analyse are you going to do and what if any computer programs will you use to help you, are you performing statistical analysis?
Budget
A budget for this research will be kept at the minimum however there will be a small cost in fuel from travelling to interview the ten qualitative participants, and any books that cannot be sourced from the library or online. Time cost for participation would be voluntary, however this may put people off for using their precious spare time so I would set a time limit on each interview to be 30 minutes.
Resources needed
A laptop or some form of computer will be needed for research and data management, making questionnaires, and posting the questionnaires on social media along with a printer access to print ethics forms. Access to a library or the university library online to source reading materials will also be needed.
A form of voice recorder for the qualitative interviews, I plan to use my mobile phone.
Conclusion
This research will be aimed at identifying the issues that covid -19 has caused within the hospitality sector, and specifically focusing on local rugby clubs. How the committee, members and players can help to restore their clubs back to how they used to be before Covid-19, and is this now possible due to people lifestyle change?
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