
Lecture 7: Apocalyptic Literature Worksheet

Definition of terms

1) Apocalypse
· Derived from the Greek word for revealing, meaning the revealing of things to come. Often used in the context of the end of the world or the end of times.
2) Eschatology 
· Is the theory of the end of human life and is often linked to the apocalypse but not all eschatology is apocalyptic. 
3) Divine messenger
· A being that is thought to give messages to humans that the messenger has received from a divine power such as god. An example could be a Angel.
4) Book of Daniel 
· A book in the bible that includes apocalypse and the life after death due to judgement of good and evil. 

Task One: 
Please read, Anathea Portier-Young, “Jewish Apocalypse Literature as Resistance Literature” in The Oxford Handbook of Apocalypticism (ed. John J. Collins; Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2014) Note that the link to the Handbook is on Moodle under Week 2. 

If you have any reflections on the article, please share them here:


Task Two: 
Please watch Prof. Christine Hayes, “Visions of the End: Daniel and Apocalyptic Literature”, YaleCourses published 3 Dec. 2012 (note that the part of the lecture I want you to focus on starts 23 minutes in) and answer the following questions:
Website Link: https://censamm.org/resources/online-resources/biblical-early-christianity-and-early-judaism/overviews-of-apocalypticism-in-early-judaism-and-early-christianity

a) What are the main features of Apocalyptic literature?
· Attributed to important people in the past
· Often include divine messengers ie Angels.
· Symbolic message with images of beasts 
· Chronological 
· Predict catastrophes 
· Morality conflict between good and evil
· God appears as king
· Includes mythic imagery 
· Judgement day for the dead
· Hope and despair 

b) In addition to the lecture and any other research you come across, what is the main significance of the fourth beast in the Book of Daniel’s vision in Chapters 7-12? For those who have not read these parts of the Hebrew Bible before, here is a link to the NRSV online version: https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Daniel+7-12&version=NRSV

Lion, bear, winged leopard, horned ogre, ‘son of man’, persecution of Jews by Antiochus ‘war on saints’ 
9, Gabriel ‘the end is near’
12, ‘resurrection of the dead’ that died due to Antiochus 
 
c) Are there any apocalyptic images/sculptures of Daniel’s visions that you can find, which you find particularly striking?
The use of both normal and mythical beasts is strange and puts question to are some mortal and others not also are some real and others imaged.


For a later example of apocalyptic imagery in the New Testament, the Book of Revelation (around 90 CE), you can listen to listen to BBC Radio 4 In Our Time Religion: The Apocalypse, which provides great discussion and interaction between the guests (easy listen too!) Link is on Moodle  


