THE STORM

FADE IN
INT		BEDROOM DOORWAY ABOARD FERRY		-	EVENING
GLYN and COLLEEN, both early forties. GLYN in a sporty puffa jacket and jeans is waiting for his wife in the corridor of a ferry boat. COLLEEN in trousers and jumper is telling her children to stay in their beds. Their two children are in their bunks. All are tired from their family trip to his COLLEEN’s parents in Limerick.  
COLLEEN
Yes! Yes! play with your Ipads but stay in the room. Nobody is to come out. I need to talk to your father, just leave us alone for five minutes…………please.



EXT.		DECK OF FERRY ROSSLARE TO FISHGUARD 	-	EVENING
LONG SHOT SLOWLY MOVING IN UNTIL THEIR ARGUMENT IS HEARD
COLLEEN and GLYN step through the bulkhead onto the deck. It is cold and the ferry is lilting back and fore. The two characters are unstable on their feet. They light their cigarettes. They relax and tilt their heads, blowing smoke high into the air. There is no conversation, no eye contact. COLLEEN sits on a bench away from GLYN. GLYN leans against the railings and looks out to sea.



VOICEOVER - GLYN

What the fuck am I doing here?



GLYN’s mobile beeps. He looks at his phone and smiles. COLLEEN stands up. GLYN and COLLEEN start talking. Everything is out of earshot. Hands gesticulate. He starts threatening by getting close to her but not physically touching her. Sound is of ferry and muffled argument. She points at him. He is obviously verbally abusive. She starts to prod him. COLLEEN starts to push GLYN about.
SOUND CUTS INTO ARGUMENT



COLLEEN
You fecking bastard! Go! Just fecking go! Don’t come back! 

COLLEEN hits GLYN hard on the side of the head. He stumbles with the hit and the lilt of the ship. COLLEEN kicks him whilst he’s on the floor. She stands over him screaming.

COLLEEN
Go or I’ll kill you, you are a piece of fecking shit. Prick, you waste of space. You useless bastard.



COLLEEN storms back inside, leaving GLYN on the floor. He slowly gets up and lights another cigarette and stares out to sea.



INT		FERRY BAR		-	EVENING
GLYN sits at a busy bar, takes his jacket off. He scans the bar as he pours a glass of wine from the bottle he has bought. He takes a slurp from the bottle and then necks the glass of wine. He pours another. He stares straight ahead. His mobile beeps. He looks at it. No expression. 



VOICEOVER - GLYN

What the fuck am I doing here?



SINEAD, ten years younger, dark skinned, strikingly beautiful. She moves towards GLYN.



SINEAD

Hi, any chance you got a spare smoke?
Glyn smiles, goes through his pockets, finds a pack and offers her a cigarette.



SINEAD

Thanks, you saved my life.

She walks out. His eyes follow her. He necks another glass of wine finishing the bottle. GLYN goes to the bar buys another bottle and picks up two glasses.



EXT.	DECK OF FERRY ROSSLARE TO FISHGUARD (AS BEFORE) – EVENING

Glyn enters with glasses and bottle.



GLYN

Thought you might need a light?



They enjoy the cigarette together. He pours two glasses of wine with difficulty. They talk, smile, laugh.



SINEAD
You make me laugh.

GLYN

Where you off to then?

SINEAD
Aberaeron, do you know it? 

GLYN

I do.

SINEAD
Going to see an uncle of mine.
GLYN

I got an Auntie not far from there.

SINEAD

I never been there before. 

GLYN

Nice place.

COLLEEN

Any chance you could show me around?



His mobile beeps.



GLYN

Shall we go back in? It’s freezing out here.



SINEAD finishes the cigarette. They return to bar.



INT		FERRY BAR		-	EVENING
They sit at a corner table. GLYN pours more wine. COLLEEN takes out a mobile phone and they exchange numbers.



EXT		FERRY PORT	-	MORNING
The ferry docks in Fishguard. GLYN and COLLEEN drive towards Cardiff with their two teenage children. No conversation. Silence.






INT		KITCHEN		-	MORNING
GLYN and COLLEEN both casually dressed. GLYN is finishing a cup of coffee looking at his ipad on the kitchen table. COLLEEN goes about tidying up after the children in silence. She goes to a drawer, takes out a pill box and swallows tablets. She goes to the kitchen tap for a glass of water There is no conversation. She stands and stares at GLYN. She finishes her morning coffee.



COLLEEN

Happy Birthday.

GLYN looks up and accepts the birthday wishes with a nod and a strained smile.



COLLEEN
I suppose you’ll be wanting birthday sex tonight?



GLYN’s mobile beeps. He glances at the screen. He walks out.



EXT		INSIDE OF CAR		-	CONTINUOUS
GLYN puts the roof of his BMW down. He sits in the driver’s seat, puts his mobile on to charge. It beeps as he does. He looks and smiles. He types into the sat nav, ‘ABERAERON’.












Where to take the story next:

Glyn or Colleen could be the central character, wherever the story goes. It is a story of a parent’s love for their children.


1. When Glyn gets to Aberaeron he finds Sinead dead. He becomes the main suspect? He has to go on the run. All the time trying to get a divorce from wife and keep his relationship with his children going.


2. A love story ensues between Glyn and Sinead. Colleen becomes even more bitter. She turns children against him and impoverishes him. He plots the murder of Colleen.


3. Sinead has no uncle but is part of a drug smuggling syndicate. She wants Glyn to become an uncle, a drug mule on an International basis. All the time trying to get a divorce from wife and keep his relationship with his kids going.
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4. It’s an aggressive start on Colleen’s part. Glyn gets the reader’s sympathy at first. Why is she so aggressive? It’s because Glyn is a complete bastard. It’s she is the one that has to overcome Glyn’s constant womanising, drinking. It becomes the battle to survive and protect her children.
