How to Write Critically in an Assignment
Writing critically means going beyond describing information. Instead, you should analyse, evaluate, and justify your ideas using evidence.
1. Go beyond description
Do not just explain what something is. Ask:
· Why is this important?
· How does it relate to the question?
· What are the strengths or weaknesses?
2. Use evidence to support your points
Every main point should be supported with:
· Academic sources (books, journals, industry reports)
· Examples or data
Then explain how this evidence supports your argument.
3. Compare different viewpoints
Show critical thinking by:
· Referring to more than one author or perspective
· Highlighting agreements, differences, or debates
· Explaining which view you find more convincing and why
4. Analyse, don’t just quote
Avoid long quotations. Instead:
· Paraphrase ideas in your own words
· Explain what the source means
· Link it directly back to the assignment question
5. Justify your conclusions
When you reach a conclusion or make a recommendation:
· Clearly explain your reasoning
· Refer back to the evidence you have discussed
· Show how your conclusion logically follows from your analysis
6. Use critical language
Phrases that help signal critical writing include:
· This suggests that…
· However, this approach is limited because…
· In contrast, X argues that…
· This is significant as…
7. Stay focused on the question
Regularly check that each paragraph clearly links back to the assignment brief. If it doesn’t, it may be descriptive rather than critical.

