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INVESTIGATION APPROACHES TO COMMUNITY DEVELOMENT

Introduction

Community development can be defined as a platform or operation of bringing people together to achieve an objective especially an objective essential for the growth and development of the community (scdc.org.uk, 2020).
This report will be discussing the London borough of Hackney, looking at its demographics , characteristics and profile. These will include the people, Age, Gender, Ethnicity,  Population, Religion, Health and Wellbeing, Deprivation, Education, Economy, Housing, Crime and Safety, Change and growth. Two community projects in the borough of Hackney will also be analysed. These are:
1.Young Hackney Youth Project
2. The Crib Youth Project
The Makeup of Hackney
Hackney is one of the 33 London boroughs, it is made up of 24 districts which include the following (Foxtons.co.uk, 2021):

1. Dalston

2. De Beauvoir Town

3. Finsbury Park

4. Hackney

5. Hackney Central

6. Hackney Downs

7. Hackney Marshes

8. Hackney Wick

9. Haggerston

10. Homerton
11. Hoxton

12. Kingsland
13. Lea Bridge
14. London Fields
15. Lower Clapton
16. Manor House
17. Newington Green
18. Shacklewell
19. Shoreditch
20. South Hackney
21. Stamford Hill
22. 22.Stoke Newington
23. 23.Upper Clapton

24. 24. West Hackney
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Figure 1: A map of Hackney Borough
People
 Hackney is significantly diverse to the extent that one can find people from all around the world in the borough. The history of Hackney shows, it is a borough that welcomes people from all over the world. People have moved to the borough from all over the country since the 18th and 19th century. Post war economy in the 1950's and 1960's brought about Shortage in labour. Migrants came to the borough from Turkey, Cyprus, South Asia and the Caribbean.

Hackney  takes 6th place as the most culturally diverse borough in London. It is made up of predominantly white people who are non natives, (Turkish, Kurdish community) black people and others who are non native whites, such as people from the USA, Australia and western European countries like France ,Spain and Italy, most of whom recently moved from abroad to come and live in Hackney.(hackney-profile,2020)

Age

Compared to other boroughs in London residents of Hackney are young with a quarter of the boroughs population under the age of 20 years. Residents who fall between the age 0f 20-29 years old have increased in number to just under 25% in the last ten years. Interestingly people who are older than 25 years constitute only 15% of the population. (Hackney-profile, 2020).
Gender
Currently in Hackney, there are more females than males. Female residents in Hackney are 141,000 which is 50.2% of the population, males residents stand at 140,000 which make up 49.8% of Hackney's population.( Hackney-profile, 2020)
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Figure 2: A map showing the diversity of hackney borough - sourced from 1.bp.blogspot.com (2021)
Population

Hackney's population is an estimated 281,100 people. It is a young borough compared to other borough's in London, a quarter of the population in under 20 years. Residents between the ages of 20-29 have increased in the past decade and it currently stands at just under 25%. Those older than 55 years make up a quarter of the population.

Estimates show that Hackney's population is likely to increase by 294,300 by 2028 and 325,600 by 2050 .( Hackney-profile, 2020)
Language
Responses from a 2011 census revealed that more than three quarters of  Hackney's population spoke English as their main language. However 88 other languages are spoken in Hackney. Below is the list of the most commonly spoken in languages in Hackney. (Hackney-profile, 2020)
Language Table

	Main Language
	Percent

	English
	75.9%

	Turkish
	4.5%

	Polish
	1.7%

	Spanish
	1.5%

	French
	1.4%

	Yiddish
	1.3%

	Bengali, Sylheti or Chatgaya
	1.3%

	Portuguese
	1.2%

	Italian
	0.9%

	Gujarati
	0.8%


(ONS,Census,2011)

Religion
 Only about 33% of Hackney's population is Christian, there is a large portion of the population in the borough who are either Jewish or Muslim and even a bigger proportion of the population are people who identify as having no faith or did not state any religion at all. (Hackney-profile, 2020)
Religion Table
	Religion
	Hackney%
	London %
	England %

	Christian
	31.5%
	44.5%
	50.6%

	Buddhist
	1.9%
	0.9%
	0.4%

	Hindu
	3.2%
	5.2%
	1.5%

	Jewish
	10.1%
	2.2%
	0.5%

	Muslim
	13.1%
	14.2%
	5.4%

	Sikh
	-
	1.4%
	0.6%

	Other Religion
	1.9%
	2.3%
	1.6%

	No Religion
	38.3%
	29.4%
	39.4%


(ONS, Religion 2018)
wellbeing and health
Life expectancy is on the rise for men and women in hackney, it now stands at 79.6 for men and 83.7 years for women.
Life expectancy in Hackney is below the London average especially for men.
 In the 2011 nearly 15% of the population in Hackney said they were disabled or had a long term illness which limited them severely. About 90% of residents shared the opinion that Hackney is a place where people from all walks of life seem to get on well.( Hackney -profile, 2020).
Deprivation
Hackney is relatively deprived when it comes to barriers to housing and services, living environment and income. It is the 22nd most deprived borough in England. On the other hand the borough is less deprived in the area of employment, crime and health. In education Hackney is significantly less deprived.( Hackney-profile, 2020)
Education
In Hackney 49.2 points was the average attainment 8 point score per pupil at the GCSE, which is slightly lower than the average in London which stands at 49.7. 

( Hackney-profile, 2020)
Economy
Over the last decade economic growth in Hackney has increased. In 2019 the borough hosted 22,560 business ventures, an increase of 13% from 19,905 business ventures in 2018. Unemployment rates in March 2020 showed an increase of 8.5% which is slightly higher than London which saw an increase of 7.4%. The rise in unemployment can be accredited to the pandemic and its impact on businesses. ( Hackney-profile, 2020)
Housing
The number of households who rent from a private landlord has increased by 100% in the last ten years. Almost 35% of all households in Hackney are now private renters. Close to 45% of all households in Hackney borough according to the records are renting from a social landlord. People renting from social landlords are likely to have lower average incomes and have higher unemployment rates compared to those who rent from private landlords.

It is expected that more than 13,000 new homes are to be built in Hackney borough over the next ten years. It is likely that these new homes have been planned to be heavily concentrated around Dalston and manor house in the western part of the borough,  Shoreditch and Hoxton in the south and in the eastern end Hackney wick and Hackney central.
Hackney ranks 3rd as the most heavily populated borough in London. However in spite of its heavy population it still remains one of the greenest boroughs in London, with its 58 parks and green spaces, almost half of these parks have already been awarded the prestigious green flag quality mark. ( Hackney-profile, 2020)
Community  Safety and Crime

Crime in Hackney borough fell sharply by more than 35% between the years 2003 to 2015. This equals more than 13% less crime in the borough over that period. However there has been an increase in crime levels since the year 2015 by almost a third. This essentially means crime in Hackney is now a lot higher than other boroughs in London that share similar economic and social statistics. ( Hackney-profile, 2020)
Change and Growth
The borough is expected to witness significant growth especially in the western part. This growth is mainly based on the regeneration projects around  Shoreditch and the woodberry down estates in the southern part of the borough. ( Hackney-profile, 2020)
COMMUNITY PROJECTS

Project 1: Young Hackney Project
Hackney is a predominantly young borough with  a quarter of its population under 20 years old. It has therefore made projects and hubs for young people its priority. Young Hackney is a service provided by the borough for young people up to the age of 25 years , it also includes those with special needs.

The service brings together the competence and expertise of the youth service in other to support all young people in Hackney to live their life to the full.(younghackney.org,2021)
Young Hackney aims to

a. Undertake projects and trips and also run youth hubs

b. They provide guidance and support to young people and also provide opportunities were possible

c. They assist young people to take part in community projects and events

d. They provide assistance to young people to discourage them from getting involved in anti social behaviours and other crimes

e. To liaise with and provide support to young people who have been arrested or facing criminal charges. They also provide support to those who have been convicted of actual crimes to ensure they do not commit crimes again.

f. To provide support, information and assistance to those involved in substance misuse and those with mental health issues.

Young Hackney has revolutionised youth work and brought about a tremendous change in the way young people are supported within the borough. It has been put together to provide young people and their parents an easy access to services.

They have deployed many workers across the borough, these workers are placed in units called young Hackney centres were they liaise with schools and other services in the borough to support young people. The services provided are diverse, availability to any young person who needs access to these services and meets the full range of needs young people may have.( younghackney.org)

Project 2 : The Crib Youth Project
The Crib Youth Project has been in existence in Hackney since 1999, it was initially established to address anti- social behaviour  and the lack of youth engagement programs in the Shoreditch district of Hackney. It is an inclusive youth project that welcomes young people from different backgrounds.
The main aim of this project is to develop the youth in Hackney to be the best in the community and to live their dreams.
The project offers to young people many services including generic sessions around Hackney and its environment, workshops and a lot more. The project prides itself on having all their facilitators and key workers DBS cleared. This project known as the Crib project has been up and running for the last 20 years, mentoring and developing young people in other to safeguard their future. At The Crib each facilitator must be DBS checked and have a personal experience and expertise having lived in inner city London. On this project youth work is not just about having sufficient numbers of young people to tick boxes, it is about providing a safe family like environment for young people to hang out in as well as ensuring the highest standard of health and safety.( thecrib.org, 2020)
Methods of Communication

In a modern world one of the most effective ways to communicate and to get people interested in events and programmes is the use of professionally designed posters and flyers which are displayed on the project websites and social media pages. Young Hackney project uses eye catching posters and flyers to whip up the interest of young people in their events and programs. They  also utilise to an excellent degree photo galleries to advertise events and programs on their social media platforms such as Facebook, Instagram and Twitter
The young Hackney project are available on five social media platforms. These are Instagram, Facebook, Twitter , Youtube, and Snapchat .
They have an Instagram page were they communicate upcoming events and share photographs. They also send out flyers in the community such as youth centres were they can reach the youth in the community.

Photo 1: shows the Instagram page of the young Hackney project
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Photo 2:  shows the Twitter page of the young Hackney project
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Advantages of using Instagram
1.Billions of people are within reach : People share their videos and photographs on Instagram with their followers. They socialise by chatting on DMs in their group of followers, due to vast number of people who use Instagram there is a wide audience to interact with and advertise your services to. One can increase their exposure by posting information on the explore section. Most influencers start on Instagram, this is because more people are able to see their current videos or photographs, (Wald, J. 2019)
2. Marketing : Instagram as a social media site started as a way  to link people with others. In todays world Instagram is used as a marketing strategy, many brands especially established ones use their Instagram pages to exhibit their products. While new brands strategically use Instagram to create an audience by using photographs. Many public personalities such a sports stars, actors and actresses display their achievements, home ,clothing and cars through Instagram. Instagram is therefore an important modern platform for marketing and advertising on social media. ( Thapliyal, A. 2021)
3. Excellent Interface : Another advantage of Instagram is how well it is organised. Its interface is perfect with so many users and so much content one would have expected it to be slow, laggy and messy. Instagram unlike other social media platforms is very organised and neat.( Thapliyal, A. 2021)
4.Privacy: Instagram is very serious about privacy unlike other social media platforms. If a user does not want to share photographs with other people, Instagram will not allow people who are not followers of the user to view the photographs. It is impossible to bypass the privacy settings on Instagram. It also prohibits the downloading of photographs of people who use their platforms. (Thapliyal, A. 2021)
Disadvantages of using Instagram

1. Addictive: Most social media are addictive but Instagram is the most addictive. Once a person gets hooked on to Instagram it takes a lot of their valuable time.
2. Image theft: Since followers can see every image one posts on Instagram, it can be easily stolen. Not every image can be kept private, which means other users can take them without authorisation.

3. False Advertising: Instagram attracts many companies to advertise their products on their platform. Some accounts produce false advertising to draw people to their pages. A lot of unsuspecting users can fall victim to these scams.(muchtech, 2021)
 RELATING THEORY
Bronfenbrenner's  Ecological Systems Theory

The American Psychologist Urie Bronfenbrenner developed the theory that, there are a variety of factors that interact to affect a child's development. He advanced the Ecological Systems Theory, which says that there are powerful interactions in the environment a child grows up in that affects the development of the child. (Guy-Evans, O. 2020)
Bronfenbrenner argued that a child's nurturing environment is embedded in five interconnected systems. He named the systems, the microsystem, mesosystem, exosystem, macrosystem and the chronosystem. His theory suggests that because these five systems are interconnected, the impact of one system on a child's development depends on its interaction with the other systems. (Guy-Evans, O. 2020)
This theory argues that the development of a child is a combination of the five systems surrounding a child's development. The microsystem is the immediate surroundings of family, friends and teachers at school which act as strong foundation. A good relationship at this stage has a positive effect on the child and a bad relationship will have a negative effect on the child. (Guy-Evans, O.2020) 

Occurrences in a child's neighbourhood and community are formed in the exosytem. What happens at a parents work place affects a child's home life. If a parent receives a promotion at work, they come home happy and that has a positive impact on the child. If they lose their  job that can affect the home security and  other provisions.
It is therefore important to have services in the community such as The Hackney Youth Project and the Crib Youth Project to engage the youth outside of their home environment.

RELATING POLICY

The  Equality Act 2010 protects people legally against discrimination either at their work or the society as a whole.(gov.uk, 2015)
According to the Equality Act 2010 it is against the law to discriminate against a person's age, race or ethnicity, religion, sex, disability, civil partnership and sexual orientation. (gov.uk, 2015)
Equality is about creating a fairer society where individuals have the opportunity to achieve their potential. This includes people from different ethnic backgrounds who are all part of our community. (gov.uk, 2015)
Inclusion in a community is being accepted as a contributing member of the community whiles having your uniqueness and abilities valued regardless of any disability.(communitymainstreaming.org, 2022)
Relating to the young Hackney Youth project  photographs from  their Instagram and Twitter pages portrays youth from different ethnic backgrounds which goes to promote inclusion in the community. 

CONCLUSION
Community inclusion provides everyone with the chance to live as a contributing member of society and be valued for your abilities and the unique talents, even if one has got a disability. The paramount goal and the main objective of community inclusion is to secure opportunities for  people with intellectual and Developmental Disability to participate in many areas of the community such as education, employment , recreational, leisure and civic engagement. Can you imagine a scenario like this : A student with severe disability having the opportunity to attend the same school they would have attended if they did not have a disability. Community projects should therefore promote inclusive communication and engagement (communitymainstreaming.org, 2022).
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