

Classical criminology is a methodology that was formed that looks at offenders and potential offenders as people who make rational decisions. This methodology also impacted several theories that came latter on such as routine activity and rational choice. Rational choice carries more principles and concepts from classical criminology. Applying the theories and concepts to violent crimes. 

Classical criminology is one of two categories of criminology that originate from the age of enlightenment. Classical criminology is a methodology of a crime fitting the punishment and the punishment should deter the crime (Gooch & Williams, 2015). The methodology also requires that a legal system should use due prosses and has had an influence on many theories such as rational choice theory. 


There are also connections between classical criminology and procedural justice. Procedural justice involves concepts such as voice and fairness (Meyerson, et al., 2021). The connections can be seen as classical criminology concepts. For example, classical criminology and procedural justice both consider that the defendant has the right to defend themselves, but the extent and considerations of the accused defence differ. This can be seen as circumstance is not considered with classical criminology. The concept of procedural justice is more lenient than classical criminology.  

 

There are several theories that have a connection to classical criminology. Routine activity is a theory. This theory states that a crime is committed when there is a target, motivated offender and a lack of a capable guardian (Cohen & Felson, 1979). This fits within classical criminology as a motivated offender is making a choice and the lack of a guardian means that there is no threat of punishment. This allows us to understand crime as it allows us to see the opportunities based on the current control factors. Control factors are connected to classical criminology as the threat of punishment. There are both formal and informal categories of social control (Thompson, 2020). There are a number of variations to social control to deter criminal activity. The police and other governmental organisation’s are able to create formal control and society as a system creates the informal control. Within formal control, deterrence has been applied in a variety of methods. For example, Focused deterrence strategies involves strict monitoring and providing support (College of policing, 2018). This method increases the quantity and emphasis of a capable guardian to prevent reoffending. This is due to the capable guardian being one of three necessities for a crime to occur. This method has shown to be very effective for preventing crime as it also decreases the time where the motivated offender can commit crimes. 

Another theory is rational choice theory is a methodology that treats people and criminal as mostly rational. There individual pain pleasure principle is influenced by several factors such as economic background and goal of offence (O'Grady, 2022). This means that rational choice theory places a modifier on the concepts from classical criminology. Classical criminology states that people are fully rational. This modifier alters the approach to reducing the chance of crime by using physical protection tactic. This can range from reinforcing an object to adding a new layer of protection. Deterrents were improved by classical criminology. The deterrents can be through the legal system. These are typically threats of fines or imprisonment. They act as deterrents as there are signs of a highest passable fine for a crime that commonly occurs in an area. Prison sentences are given for more grievous crimes which humans are normally more aware of. Deterrents can also be informal. This could be the stigma of committing a crime for the first time (Funk, 2004).  This could be a double edged sword as reoffenders could receive a feeling of isolation. This could drive them to commit more crimes. There could be a number of reasons for reoffending (Brunton-Smith & Hopkins, 2013). Some factors can be identified such as childhood abuse or observing domestic abuse but, other factors such as experience in prison could also cause reoffending. 


 
Hot spot policing is a model of evidence based policing. This method begins with date collection. They can use police response, reports and arrests. They can also use other methods of data collection to get more data to create a crime map (College of policing, 2013).  The evidence they use comes from a wide number of sources. This means that the evidence can be analysed and anomalies of date can be ruled out. This also means that data that does not match with any other sources of date can be removed. This use of several data points does not negate the dark figure of crime but, it does mitigate it. The dark figure of crime is the unknown number of crimes that have not been reported or recorded (Castelbajac, 2014). The number will still have an effect as an area could appear to have less crime than it is. The dark figure’s effect on the crime map should be decrees as some people in each area will report crimes. This could lead to slightly less effective allocation of resources but the use of hot spot policing would still be very effective (College of policing, 2021).  
  
Hot spot policing then uses the crime maps to distribute personnel and employ other forms of social control. Social control focuses on CCTV and increasing the amount of lighting in an area. Personal can be used as patrol, traffic enforcement and, to be used to preform other forms of evidence based policing. The personnel are police officers. This means that they are behaving as a capable guardian. This means that this method of evidence based policing directly relates to routine activity theory. 

Hot spot policing aligns with some components of classical criminology. The focus on deterrence fits well within hot spot policing. This is applied through both the deterrence and punishment. The presence of both the officers on patrol and the other forms of social control employ deterrence. Criminals, according to classism, act logically and rationally. This means that they will not offend when a deterrence is present. Hot spot policing is also flawed as it does not take into account how we avoid pain while meaning pleasure. This means that offenders will relocate to a different location (Lazzati & Menichini, 2016).  This agrees with the classical criminology as it is logical to be where there is the lowest chance of being prosecuted and punished. This means that the crime map must be constantly updated and that the police must always be analysing and adapting tactics.

Another model is Problem oriented policing. This method involves identifying the underline problem or issue that causes the crimes to occur. This means that problem oriented policing is a target and tailored approach rather than a widespread approach. This means that Problem oriented policing is a tool that is slotted in and utilised by other methods of evidence based policing such as SARS, triple T or hot spot policing. Problem oriented policing involve identifying, analysing and then targeting a problem by intervening with the cause. The method then requires assessment on the effect of the targeted cause (College of Policing, 2020).  Problem oriented policing being a tool means that an application method is required. This is where the other methods are applied.

 If used in conjunction with hot spot policing then, hot spot policing will apply the crime map and add the deterrents such as capable guardians and street lighting. Problem oriented policing would serve as another tool that could be applied in the same area so that there is a multi-layered approach. This method only has minor relations to classical criminology as classical criminology is focused on prevention through deterrence but, problem oriented policing focuses on prevention through intervention.

Violent crimes can occur due to several factors. Some cases of violence can be attributed to maladjustment or emotional inertia. This is a resistance to change that results in a range of emotional responses (Kuppens, et al., 2010).  This means that there is a potential factor of violence reactions. Violence could also be a result of homelessness. Homelessness could be caused by mental health or drugs. Both of which may cause a person to perform extreme acts such as violence.  Classical criminology believes that people are rational and therefore act on a pain pleasure basis. This means that people who commit violent crime like actual bodily harm will gain pleasure out of it. The reasoning will show the pleasure therefore ,within classical criminology, the pain potential should be greater. The reasoning for committing crimes would dictate the solution. If the individual is maladjusted or homeless then a problem oriented policing approach would allow for identification and support for the people. This would be support for homelessness due to drugs or alcohol and therapy for maladjustment (McSweeney, 2022). Other causes of violence such as gangs would require multiple approaches. People who are already in gangs would require capable guardians and deterrents. Deterrents such as security cameras would allow prosecution and punishment which would affect other members of the same gang. This could cause them to be hesitant in the same area. 

Evidence based policing is very similar with minor differences which will affect the impact of method. SARS stands for Scanning, analysis, response and, assessing (Arizona State University, 2017). Triple T is targeting, testing and, tracking (Sherman, 2013). Scanning and targeting both involves locating an issue. Testing from triple t and analysis and response from SARS both involve identifying and attempting to stop crime. Assessing and tracking involves checking if the method worked. This can be seen as both good and bad.
On one hand the various models means that the system has been refined. Within the scientific method, multiple groups conduct research that is testing the same concept or idea. This is then analysed by a 3rd party who look at the research methodology to analyse the efficacy of the experiment and results.

On the other hand, the same methodology indicates that the researchers are not trying new theories. This could be due to funders or organisational limitation. Evidence based policing is a scientific approach. This means that it must follow a scientific approach. This creates an issue with the data collection and application method. To know if a method is functional then a comparison and to a control group is required. Clinical trials are a way Abdeldayem (2018) “investigate new ways to prevent, detect, or treat diseases or to improve the quality of life”. This concept is also applied to evidance based policing as crime would be treated as the disease. The clincial trials normally use a control group. This creates a baseline to compare a change in approach (Thomas, 2022).  Clinical trials require a baeline as a trial require a change to a single veriable. This means that the effecive change can be identafied and anaylised. Getting a baseline is difficult as clinical trials have concenting partisapents. This is different in evidence based policing. This is due to the partisapents not being willing as they are offenders attempting to avoid being arrested or punished. This means that other veriable are not controled and can not be accounted for. The lack of complete control over the test menas that the dark figure of crime will not be mesurable. Crime recording does not include the dark figure. This menas that the true effect will not be detctable. The effect of the dark figure would effect the crime reporting. People may stop reporting crimes if a victim keeps beeing victamised they may stop reporting. This could cause the test to appear more effective than it is. The test could also appear less effective if people within the test area decide to start reporting. 

Classical criminology has influenced several ideas. On its own classical criminology does not support or help people but its influence on theories and eveidence based policingmeans that it was an important stage in understand criminality.  

Classical criminology also has ineffective ideas. Classical criminolgy does not contain mental considerations such as mental health or a warped perspective of life from abusive parents. It treats every person as completely rational and everything is based of that idea. Classical criminology does not consider helping the person. The pain is punishment, pleassure is the reward from the crime. There is no suppor idea to decrese the chance of an offender. 


Overall, the current methods have some valadidity. They have a good backbone but they have flaws. Classical criminology treats everyone in sociaty as one big group. Rational choice does not look at criminality in a complete manour. Routine activity doesn’t account for resources. All of evidance based policing can’t account for the dark figure but, all the methods have evidance showing their effectiveness. 
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