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INTRODUCTION:

The role of a police officer is demanding, it can be physical, mentally and emotionally draining (Police, 2024) The role involves dealing with Emergencies, Crime investigations and Mental Health to name just a few. 
The risk to Police officers’ personal safety has increased in recent years with a 9% rise in assaults on police from 2022 to 2023 and a massive 495 rise since 2019. In 2023 there were 44,000 assaults on police recorded across England and Wales (Jempson, 2024)

Ironically, the calls that police officers attended with the aim of helping individuals can often lead to officers becoming the victim of an assault.


To minimise the risk and allow police officers to carry out their duties effectively and safely, it is important that officers have the correct equipment for the role.
A recent incident in east London, where a 14-year-old boy lost his life in a devastating sword attack has created fresh demands by the Police federation for all officers wishing to carry taser to be granted one. This is following the first officers on scene not being equipped with taser and as a result, suffering injuries. Following this, it was reported that only 7,500 of 34,000 Metropolitan Police officers are equipped with taser (Parry, 2024)

The question of Police officers carrying taser has been in topic that has been explored repeatedly over the years and with arguments for and against.
Recently there have been developments in taser technology and the introduction of Taser 10, this can deploy up to 10 probes rather than the 2 probes available on the model currently used by police (Police Federation, 2023)
As a result, a new training programme has been developed and is being prepared to be disrupted. 
Within Gwent police specifically, Officers currently taser trained will be given the new programme, this unfortunately has meant that there is no training available for officers not currently trained and as a result will likely cause a short fall in taser officers.




	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

1) To identify how many police officers in a response role are employed by Gwent police and how many of these officers in terms of percentages are currently trained to carry a taser. Exploring the thoughts and feelings of the officers not currently equipped and evaluating these findings.

2) Analyse statistics within Gwent police to determine how many calls require a taser unit, the number of times a taser has been drawn, the number of times a subject has been highlighted with a red dot and the number of times where a taser has been fired at a subject.

3) Evaluate the effectiveness of a taser in comparison to alternative options such as communication skills taking in to account previous studies and public perception.

4) Outline and evaluate the results obtained to determine if all Gwent Police Response Police officers carry Taser?




	LITERATURE REVIEW:

This dissertation will focus specifically on Gwent Police as a force, due to this, literature available is minimal.
Research around taser in general will be conducted and used throughout. 

Abi Dymond has produced an article titled, The Flaw in the Taser Debate is the Taser Debate’: What do We Know about Taser in the UK, and How Significant are the Gaps in Our Knowledge? The article looks to fill the gap in the literature available and educate the readers in relation to the devices themselves including technical features and police use of force in England and Wales (Dymond, 2014)

Oliver Sprague has produced an article titled, The Deployment of Taser Weapons to UK Law Enforcement Officials: An Amnesty International Perspective. This article summarises Amnesty International's policies regarding the use of taser, the issues raised within the Human Rights Act and the suggestion that taser should only be used at the most severe situations where lethal force is not required. (Sprague, 2007)

In more recent years, Abi Dymond has produced an article titled, Taser, Taser’! Exploring factors associated with police use of Taser in England and Wales. Due to the lack of literature regarding the subject, and the fact that most literature is developed in North America, the article uses a novel dataset from a police agency in England and Wales to analyses a multitude of factors in relation to taser. The article compares the data within the UK in comparison to that coming out of North America and demonstrates how the officer holding the taser can take civilian characteristics into account when making decisions regarding the use of force. (Dymond, 2018)



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

The research will be conducted by utilising statistics help by Gwent Police.
Questionnaires will be destituted to officers in a response role.
Research will be conducted into previous studies and reports in relation to the subject.

 


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

Statistics will be requested from Gwent Police to provide force specific results.
All questionnaires will be targeted at serving police officers within Gwent Police to provide force specific results.



	ETHICAL ISSUES:

There will be minimal ethical issues, 
Permission from Gwent Police will be requested to allow the use of any statistics provided.
All questionnaires will remain anonymous.
Any other research material used will be readily available and referenced accordingly.


	TIME SCALE:

The dissertation will be submitted within 8 months, broken down as follows, 
Full literature review will be submitted by 04/11/2024
Research methodology and planning will be completed by 16/12/2024
Analysis of the results will be submitted by 03/02/2025
The findings and conclusions will be submitted by 10/03/2025
The final dissertation will be submitted by 07/04/2025
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