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For my proposed gallery exhibition, I am going to look at the pollution caused by major first world counties and how they affect the landscape of the world without the general public seeing. Furthermore, how people don’t consider how all this waste affects the lives of the people who live amongst all this dumped waste. Two major artists I’ll be looking into are Andreas Gurskey who is a German photographer who photographs landscapes and architecture of mega structures like the amazon warehouse. Another photographer I will be looking at is Andrew McConnell and who documented all the washed-up technology on the Ghana coast which has come from the UK and America. I want to show in the exhibition the relationship between how these similar problems are portrayed from the two-different view point of who is effected by this type of pollution. This should allow people who see the exhibition to be able to relate to the work of Gurskey and see how these mega structures affect our landscape but then also shift peoples view to how this affects third world counties, display the landscapes they now have as well due to the rise of technology.

I feel the idea of pollution caused due to the rise of technology being widely used to do most day to day tasks is having an even greater effect on the world around them. As consumers, we don’t see the affects cause by the mass production of this technology, and more importantly the pollution that the creation of these products affects our landscapes. It’s easy to not see the affect caused by these because these mega structures are not built in plain sight, in my opinion though as more products are needed more land will be taken over by these structures. The artists I will be looking at who illustrates these points art Andres Gurskey and Andrew McConnell. Andres Gurskey photographs these constructed landscapes formed by first world countries to supply these demands caused by the publics consumerism for new technology. His images do an amazing job at showcasing the scale of these mega structures in a way that is easily digestible for everyone which is really beneficial to help carry across the messages he intended to convey, but also the ideas I want to push as well. When Gurskey usually exhibits his work in a gallery space he displays his images on a huge scale which causes you to get lost in the work. With the work of Andrew McConnell, he showcases how much e-waste is dumped on the coast of poorer nations of the world. ‘Of the 20 to 50 million tons of electronics discarded each year 70% will end up in poor nations’ With Andrew McConnell’s project Rubbish Dump 2 0 he does a wonderful job of accurately displaying the damaged caused by the mass dumping of electronics in poorer countries, he shows an honest and undistorted view of how all this technology affects the landscapes and lives of these people living in poorer countries.
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The first image you’ll be greeted by on the left as you enter the exhibition is this piece by Andrew McConnell. I feel this works really well as an opening image to the exhibition as the computer screen fames the negative effects of the pollution caused by the increase in technology. The screen helps narrow peoples view and magnifies the problems that will be shown in the exhibition. This image will be followed by this image by Andreas Gurskey, 
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This image follows the next one as it shows the fuel source that is needed to power the production on of all this waste. It shows the viewer how the production of all this requires these beautiful landscapes to be destroyed so that all these solar panels can be built. This image is very relatable as most people nowadays are having solar panels installed for power to their homes. But as all this new tech is installed in homes all the old will end up like how much old technology has already. 
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This is the image that will follow the image of the solar panels, it is another image by Andreas Gursky. I have chosen this image to follow the previous as it shows the vast number of products consumed by the public and the vast scale of it which people don’t think about because they are just one person. Gurskys works really help to make the exhibition easily relatable for the viewer as they are very mundane subject matters that everyone knows about, this helps me as the curator of the exhibition give the viewers something to easily comprehend then shift there focus to the main problem of the exhibition. This image also shows the scale on how many products are bought and will end up dumped on the coasts of these poorer countries.
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I’ve chosen this image to go next as it throws the viewer back to see the huge scale of their consumerism in a very relatable way by showing the inside of a super market. I know this image isn’t strictly about technology, but it raises the point of the scale of this consumerism which is very import to changing people’s ideas about how easy they throw things away and the scale of the problem. The Greek philosopher Socrates challenged the consumerism of the markets of Athens by walking down the streets and saying, “How many things I don’t need.” This was showing people that they were just wasting their money purchasing goods which they didn’t really need. This is still important today as so many people will purchase new goods just for the sake of it then throw out old things which work perfectly well. 
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This is the final image in the exhibition. I have chosen this to be my final image of my as it shows the scope of the problem caused by all the dumping by major corporations, then the constant reality that the people who live in this area are met by each day. This is a powerful was to close the exhibition and leaves the viewer thinking about how they would feel if they were constantly living in such horrific conditions. I want the viewer to leave the exhibition asking questions about the state of waste in this area and how it affects these people’s day to day life then for them to think how this would affect their own lives, making them want to help these people. But in a wider scope reduce how much they wasted to help improve these people lives.
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