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Part 1 (1000 Words): “The Benefits of hosting the Olympics in London 2012 justified the money invested to deliver the event.” Critically evaluate the above statement by drawing on appropriate case studies, academic literature and government publications. 

When the sporting mega event of the Olympics came to London in 2012 there were questions about the event such as the overall cost of the event and the benefits of it being hosted in the Capital In this document I will research and discover key facts and figures about this event and what benefits the Olympics brought with it to the local people and everyone else around the world.
“With additional costs associated costs that can't be pinpointed, it could be anywhere between £11.66bn and £23.76bn.”, (Sky Sports.com, 2012). This is how much the UK government spent in total to host this event, as you can see this is a very large amount of money so what was the government’s plan and why did they spend so much money to deliver this event. “In July, the British government announced that the UK economy has already seen a GBP 9.9 billion trade and investment boost from hosting the Games.”, (International Olympic Committee, 2013). One of the benefits of hosting the Olympic games would be the boost that the country’s economy has had since hosting the event. This would be seen as a massive benefit to many British citizens and government members because when there is a healthy and well-run economy then there is financial security within the country and also helps businesses thrive as more people have more money to spend. “The park in the South Yorkshire city, which currently includes a school, a community stadium and various cycle routes and paths, replaced the 35-acre site of the former Don Valley Stadium.”, (Morgan, 2018). Another benefit from the games being hosted is the long-lasting legacy that the event has created within the country. There are many grounds and open spaces that have been created for the local communities and people of all skill level to comer and enjoy and take part in certain sports to help the Olympic legacy continue throughout all ages. At this park in Sheffield there are elite athletes, various professional sports, education, new skills and applied research into health and wellbeing. I feel like these types of places are good for communities as it brings everyone together when doing sport no matter what ability you are at. The UK government have made good use of the land regeneration in some areas, an example of this would be the London Stadium which was built for the Olympic games but currently and for a few years now it has been home to West Ham United Football Club where they play their home games. This is good because it brings good use to the stadium and good from the government to make it a multipurpose sporting venue that doesn’t just host track and field events.
Now we will look at some negative impacts of what hosting the London Olympics brought to the UK. Firstly, “The London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games had only small and transient effects on physical activity, mental health and well-being for those living nearby. Although access to sporting facilities and green space improved, local adolescents and their parents did not receive any sustained positive effect on physical activity, mental health or well-being.”, (National institute for Health and Care Research, 2019). This reference talks about how post Olympics, local residents of places where there were newly built sporting venues to be used during the Olympics haven’t been used after the games as much as anticipated which is a big negative impact as the government really wanted to promote the Olympic games as a way to get the nation into daily exercise and keeping physically fit. I think that this a big impact and will have a big effect in years to come on the health and wellbeing of the nation as people these days don’t exercise as much. This will ultimately keep the pressure on the NHS as there are already shortages for beds in hospitals and heavy waiting times in A&E. “Although previous research suggests that there is a positive association between physical activity, mental health113,114 and general physical health,114,115 no association was observed in this study. Although interventions aimed at increasing physical activity may well act as a means of reducing obesity and its comorbidities, within the social and environmental context experienced by this cohort of adolescents, physical activity appears unlikely to influence other health outcomes.”, (Cummins, Clark & Lewis et al, 2018). Another negative impact from the London Olympics was that the relationship between physical and mental health. From the research carried out there was no suggestions that physical activity has any positive effect on any other health outcomes such as mental health. 

Like any big mega sporting event there are plenty of pros and there are also plenty of cons. On a personal level I think that the benefits of the event did justify the amou8nt of money invested into it by the government to deliver it because it turned out that the economy benefitted massively from the fact that the games were being hosted in London and all the tourists in the UK at the time of the games would have also brought great amounts of money into businesses around the UK and London especially. Whenever you host a big mega event like the Olympics there will always come a heavy amount of money with it in order to fund the event so the event is good for all those involved weather, you’re an athlete or a spectator watching. 

Part 2 (1000 Words): Complete an environmental (PEST) and situational (SWOT) analysis of Neath Port Talbot County Borough Council as a host venue for major sporting events. Based on your findings identify a suitable sports event that neath Port Talbot could feasibly host and clarify the event’s concept and objectives. 

PEST Analysis Of Neath Port Talbot County Borough Council.
From a political standpoint hosting a sporting event in Neath Port Talbot would be great for the local area and Wales as a whole because where Neath Port Talbot is located there are not many sporting events in the area and this would also help benefit the local council as well as it would bring people into the borough and experience what it’s like in Neath Port Talbot. In terms of the economy of Neath Port Talbot it would be very beneficial to have a sporting event in the area because many local businesses would thrive and do very well during the time of the event as there will be plenty of tourists in the area wanting to spend money and enjoying themselves. “Modelling the impact of a specified event is often considered in terms of a tourism impact study, however, local spending also plays a role and special considerations are necessary to capture total impact. Important factors which affect the economic impact of an event or festival include the length and scale of events, short-term costs associated with putting on events (i.e. additional government service providers required), and potential infrastructure improvement costs. These overarching factors require consideration along with the general costs of hosting an event.”, (Demski, 2019). These are the benefits but also potential impacts of hosting a sporting event in a local community. For the social side of things this would also have a big impact on the community because it would bring the local community together and also you could promote the event in the local area to get the residents excited and ready for the event. Also, you could go into schools etc and host feeder sessions to pupils on the particular sport that the event is about to get the youngsters excited and get them into the sport to gain an interest. When looking at the technological side you could use social media to promote the event in the area with such things as ads and pop ups for people who live in the area and might have an interest in the event. Also, on the social media pages you could host giveaways in relation to the event for local people to take part in etc like meeting an athlete etc. 
SWOT analysis of Neath Port Talbot County Borough Council
Some strengths that the area has is that it is very close to the main motorway in Wales the M4 which connects transport between England and Wales. So, it would be relatively quite easy to get to the area if you are a tourist. Also, there are plenty of indoor venues that could be utilised. But I think the outdoors is the target area that could host a very good well run sporting event. Some weaknesses of the area could be that it’s not very well known outside of Wales as there isn’t much there for people to do apart from mountain biking and walking. Another weakness maybe that its home to a steel works that pollutes tonnes to the environment and lots of people disagree or may have a problem with this. Also, the smell that the steel works make can be disturbing and unpleasant. Some opportunities that the area has could be the use of Margam country park as it is very big and has massive potential for sporting events to be held there. This would also lead to some job opportunities in the area if there was to be a sporting event held in the area which would help local families and businesses. Some threats that this may bring to the area is that people may start protesting about the local environment and protesting about pollution and looking after the environment. Also, some locals may not want to have a sporting event in their area as they are maybe quite happy with the way it is and don’t like it when their lots of people in one place at once. 


The event I think that would be suitable for this area and local environment would be a triathlon like an ironman etc. The environment is perfect for this type of event as there is a good-sized beach and the sea for the swim to take place. Then the bike trail would be able to go through the streets of port talbot and Briton ferry etc as there could be 2 loops. And the run could also be in this area just on a different road and trail. The objective of this event is to bring people to the local area and promote triathlons whilst also giving people a good time and a good experience for their money.
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