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Research Proposal Presentation Guidance 

Keep It Simple
· 10–12 slides for a 20-min presentation
· 1 key idea per slide
· Use short bullet points / keywords (not full paragraphs)
· Slides support your talk — they’re not a script

Design Clearly
· Clean, professional template
· Large, readable fonts (≥24pt)
· High contrast (dark text / light background)
· Use visuals only if they add clarity

 Be Brief
· Prioritise key arguments
· Summarise, don’t overload
· Use signposting: “The key point here is…”

Structure
1. Title & aims
2. Rationale & reflexivity
3. Literature overview
4. Paradigm (ontology/epistemology)
5. Methods & methodology
6. Ethics & trustworthiness
7. Summary / conclusion

Engage Your Audience
· Speak to people, not slides
· Maintain eye contact, vary tone
· Pause for emphasis
· Use plain, confident language

Handling Questions
· Listen carefully, pause before answering
· It’s fine to say “I don’t know, but I would explore it by…”
· Questions are opportunities for reflection, not tests or challenges

Practice & Timing
· Rehearse: aim for 2 minutes per slide
· Keep to 20 minutes max
· Practising builds confidence & flow
· Remember: Clear, concise, and engaging presentations leave the strongest impression.
