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Maya Angelou was an American poet, activist and auto biographer. She was born in St Louis, Missouri and held varying carries throughout her life. Her role as an activist during the Civil Rights movement saw her join forces with the likes of Martin Luther King and Malcolm X, she was recognised as a spokesperson for raising moral standards of life in America. She even held places on two presidential committees in 1975 and 1977 with Presidents Ford and Carter. Her motives would have been to share her life’s story during the Civil Rights period, from early childhood into being a teenager.[footnoteRef:1] The source is a raw, personal account of a communal gathering to witness a key moment in the history of sporting events and the rise of African- Americans through the ranks of society.  [1:  Poetry Foundation, Maya Angelou 1928-2014, https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poets/maya-angelou [Accessed 24th January 2020] ] 

Angelou’s auto biography, I know why the caged bird sings was released in the 1960’s and portrayed her life, in her own words. She covers personal issues like childhood trauma through her rape at a young age by her mother’s boyfriend, her experiences with the race issue in America stemming from her white, prejudice neighbours and hiding family members from the Ku Klux Klan. Her story begins at the age of four and follows her until she reaches seventeen in which period, she lived in Arkansas.[footnoteRef:2] Many of the race issues biggest stories came out of Arkansas; the integration of Little Rock High School and the President providing military personnel to keep African- American children safe from protestors and white children who opposed. The Ku Klux Klan were incredibly violent in the south, they terrorised the black members of the community by setting fires and damaging property, in extreme cases they lynched people of colour for nothing more than being in the wrong place at the wrong time. The intended audience would have been any member of the Civil Rights Movement, black and white, in their fight for equal rights for everyone. Angelou’s geographical location gives her unique perspective, placing her in one of the worst locations for violence during the Civil Rights period.  [2:  M. Angelou, I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings (London: Virago 1984) p. 93] 

I know why the caged bird sings was published in 1969, a year where the Civil Rights Movement had achieved the majority of its goals. Schools were integrated, public transport was integrated, legislation had been passed to ensure no person of colour could be discriminated against, everyone had the right to vote and efforts were made to ensure better living conditions. Angelou’s publication of her book would have been hugely successful off the back of the long struggle that was the Civil Rights Movement. Its purpose would have been to tell her truth and the ugly facts of what she and many African- American’s alike, would have had to face their whole lives. 
Angelou writes about her family’s shop being packed tight with people, all of whom gathered to listen to the boxing match taking place between Joe Louis and Primo Carnera in 1935. Commentary is provided by the people present in the shop; remarks are made about Carnera being more than willing to hug a black man now, in attempts to block Louis’ attacks. The atmosphere in the room and on the porch is tense as everyone begins to worry for Louis but is soon relieved by the sound of the bell. Angelou is struck with the idea that the audience is being addressed as ladies and gentlemen, the vast majority of listeners would have been African- American and unaccustomed to being addressed with such politeness. She states that the real fun will begin after the match concludes when people are either celebrating or drowning their sorrows, stating even the elderly Christian women enjoy a baby ruth in celebration. Anyone buying refreshments during the match had to leave money on the counter as the cash register would disrupt the listening of the most important event in boxing history for them. When it looked like Louis would lose, the room sank; Angelou notes that they too are falling with him, they hold it equivalent to another lynching or rape of a young woman or beating of a young boy. This match held hope for people, that they could finally prove their worth and discredit the word that they were lesser human beings. As Louis begins to get the upper hand, the room shifts, people stand at attention and the countdown begins. The men in the room scream no when it seems as though Carnera will recover, Louis keeping his heavyweight champion title is pivotal. The community partied for much of the night but were weary to travel home on a night of victory for people of colour. Louis had proven they were strong and it would have been too easy for members of the KKK to act violently.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]This source is a testament to how much the communities relied on each other and weathered the storm of the civil rights movement. Public events that would progress the movement were met with anticipation to perform, otherwise every degrading comment ever made about them would be true. It pays tribute to how even in victory, they had to be cautious of people wanting to hurt them for succeeding. It provides understanding to the conditions and fear Angelou’s community lived under and how they overcame it in celebration of the triumphs of their people. 
