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Introduction 
The question I have chosen to answer in my dissertation is the following: 
How did Technological and Strategic Advancements Implemented by the British Military During the Conflicts of Western Front in 1916 Impact the Course of the Great War, How Have These Advancements Impacted Warfare in the Modern Day?
This is an important question to answer because of the fact that 1916 was one of the most crucial years in the Great War, it saw a variety of advancements and changes in strategies and inventions, and had some of the most crucial battles of the war, particularly on the Somme, which would see the bloodiest day of the war on the 1st July 1916. Technological and strategic advancements for both sides during this year. Many of which were implemented in later conflicts, and some of which are still utilised today. It is necessary to track how combat has changed over time so that one can identify which tactics prove effective and in which capacity.
What is my Focus?
I have chosen to focus on the Western Front in 1916, and selected the Somme as my main point of focus for the dissertation. This is because there were key technological advancements which occurred on the Somme which may have initially been utilised elsewhere, or developed on the Somme, and would then later inspire other battlefields on the Western Front in the same year. It is important to note this due to the fact that in order to understand why certain tactics were implemented, one must first question the origins of such strategies and developments. This will also enable me to compare tactics utilised by different Commanders on different battlefields and analyse how effectively these tactics were implemented on different terrains, and under different circumstances. 
Whilst my main focus of this assignment will be to focus on British developments and tactics, there will likely be some overlap with other military forces also. This is because certain strategies and advancements may have been copied or developed from other forces such as the German Landwehr. This is especially true in the case of Chemical Weapons of which were often developed by the German Scientist Fritz Haber and later replicated by British Scientists after observing their effectiveness on the battlefield.[footnoteRef:1] This analysis will also prove to be important in understanding why British tactics changed. Often strategies would have to be amended to prevent casualties, and to counteract tactics used by hostile forces which were proving problematic to British troops on the Front Lines.  [1:  Morris Herbert Goran The Story of Fritz Haber, (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1967) p.70.] 



Methodology
I will use the sources I have selected to explore the uses and effectiveness of the tank, chemical weapons and gas, artillery, attacks on civilian populations, and aerial attacks. These are all essential topics to consider as every one of these tactics drastically changed the way in which warfare was fought during the Great war, and later conflicts. Some are considered ‘war crimes’, some have been utilised in later conflicts, but all have developed over time and changed our very understanding of warfare.
So far, for the majority of my research, I have been using sources which can be found online, either through online libraries and archives. I have managed to identify both Primary and Secondary sources during this research relating to my subject matter, though I acknowledge that I am yet to find more Primary sources. As of writing this report, I have viewed the National Archives’,[footnoteRef:2] the Imperial War Museum’s,[footnoteRef:3] and the Tank Museum’s[footnoteRef:4] online collections for the majority of my primary source research. From these collections, I have identified some letters sent from soldiers which will prove to be very valuable when considering what the typical soldier may have thought of such inventions. When possible, I also intend to visit some of these locations in hopes of finding other Primary sources which may prove useful. One primary source which I intend to use as of this time is Major W.H.L Watson’s autobiography; With the Tanks 1916 – 1918, Memoirs of a British Tank Commander in the Great War,[footnoteRef:5] which will provide some key insight specifically into the use of tanks during the Great War. This will be particularly useful when considering faults with the early M1 tank design. [2:  The National Archives, Explore the catalogue, (2024) <https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/> [Accessed 18/11/2024].]  [3:  Imperial War Museum, IWM Collections, (2024) <https://www.iwm.org.uk/collections> [Accessed 18/11/2024].]  [4:  The Tank Museum, Archiving and Supporting Collection, (2024) <https://tankmuseum.org/services/archive-and-supporting-collection> [Accessed 18/11/2024].]  [5:  W.H.L Watson,  With the Tanks 1916 – 1918, Memoirs of a British Tank Commander in the Great War, (Barnsley: Pen and Sword, 2014). p.58.] 

For Secondary sources, I have found a wide range of scholarship books which will prove crucial in getting a historical perspective on the effectiveness of individual technology and whether it was necessary on the fields of battle in the First World War and subsequent conflicts. I will be utilising works from scholars including Denis Winter,[footnoteRef:6] George Raudzens,[footnoteRef:7] and Paddy Grithiths.[footnoteRef:8] These sources may be used for a range of purposes, including the production of such inventions, as well as their uses on the front lines, whether they were effective, or ineffective in their intended purpose. [6:  Denis Winter, The First of the Few: Fighter Pilots of the First World War. (London: Penguin, 1983).]  [7:  George Raudzens "War-Winning Weapons: The Measurement of Technological Determinism in Military History". The Journal of Military History. 54 (4): (1990) pp.403–434.]  [8:  Paddy Griffiths, Battle Tactics of the Western Front – The British Army's Art of Attack 1916–18, (Connecticut: Yale University Press, 1996).] 

I have considered comparing British and German strategies. However, in committing to this research, I must acknowledge that in certain instances it may prove difficult to find Primary Sources surrounding the German development of weaponry and tactics which have been translated to English. As such I will need to be mindful, should I use such sources, that any and all information is accurate. This has helped me to shape my question, and my focus on British advancements, due to the fact that it will likely be more efficient for me to find sources which are written in English which I can implement into my work.
Some sources which I am considering using for my Dissertation may be fictional stories from individuals whom served on the Front-Lines of the Western Front. One such example of this is Erich Maria Remarque’s book All Quiet on the Western Front.[footnoteRef:9] Whilst this book speaks of the war from the perspective of a German soldier in a work of fiction, Remarque himself served on the Western Front, and would have seen the horrors of the conflict first hand. This will provide a unique insight into what the German forces may have been thinking and experiencing on the receiving end of these weapons and tactics. I will, however, have to ensure that I approach novels such as this one with caution, and ensure that the information provided within them is accurate to events which occurred during the war. [9:  Erich Maria Remarque, All Quiet on the Western Front, (Connecticut: Fawcett Crest Books, 1957).
] 

Though I have for the most part only started to shape my dissertation through this research, I understand that the information which I have obtained thus far will prove crucial to the project overall.
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Project Management Plan
	Month End
	Target

	November 2024
	· Completed Reflective Report.
· Acquired additional Primary Sources.
· Read at least one more Scholarship Source.

	December 2024
	· Meet with Rhian and get feedback on my work so far, implement necessary changes. (02/12/2024)
· Finalise my topic/question.
· Read at least three more Scholarship Sources.

	January 2025
	· Visit Imperial War Museum and National Archives to gather additional Primary Sources. 
· Flesh out overall structure for the dissertation. 
· Consider chapter titles, write introduction.
· Read further Scholarship Sources.
· Meet with Rhian to get feedback and discuss progress.

	February 2025
	· Begin writing Dissertation, prepare a draft chapter and send to Rhian so that this can be discussed and amended.
· Finalise planning for Dissertation, and read any remaining Sources I wish to use.

	March 2025
	· Complete Dissertation using feedback from draft chapter.
· Prepare and start working on presentation due in 8th April 2025.

	April 2025
	· Submit and present presentation (8th April 2025).
· Finishing touches, Structure Bibliography, organise footnotes, spell check, etc.

	May 2025
	· Submit Dissertation on 7th May 2025.



