Dear Sir/Madam
I am writing to inform you about improvements that can be made to Swansea Council's local well-being plan to ensure that the goals of the well-being and future generations act 2015 is being met. As a student at University of Wales Trinity Saint David I am very interested in discussing with you if any improvements to the current plan can be made and how effective the current initiatives that are in place are. I would also like to discuss one of the new ideas that has been put forward such as the tidal lagoon project.
The current plan sets out 4 clear areas that needs to be improved that are to be achieved by 2040, Early years which is making sure children have the best start in life. Live well, age well which is making Swansea a place to live and age well. Working with nature which is improving health, supporting biodiversity and reducing our carbon footprint and Strong communities which is supporting communities to promote pride and belonging. However, following these areas of improvement I ask you, what more can be done to help develop Swansea into a wonderful city.
After extensive research into Swansea Council's initiatives, strategies and plan's I am happy that Swansea Council is attempting to meet the goals of the well-being and future generations act 2015. For the objective early years there are 3 initiatives currently in place, flying start, team around the family and first 1000 days program. For the objective live well, age well there is only 1 strategy in place, ageing well and strategy for older people. For the objective working with nature there are two strategies or plans currently in place with one under review, Swansea central area green infrastructure strategy and Swansea local biodiversity action plan. For the objective strong communities there is also only 1 strategy in place the tackling poverty strategy.
Team around the family, flying start and first 1000 days all focus on ensuring that children have the best start in life. From my research I have seen that children in Swansea have been a priority with the number of strategies and initiatives that are in place. From reading the assessment of local well-being 2017-2018 it is astounding how much childcare has improved in such a short time. These initiatives offer early intervention for disabilities and abuse as well as ensuring that all children no matter their background all get a fair chance in school.
Live well, age well has not been high on Swansea's priority list with ageing well and strategy for older people the only thing in place to help the older population. Swansea currently has two universities which brings in an increase in the student population, because of this place's like wine street are thriving. Swansea city is a great place for learning and a great place by the sea for retiring with plenty of things to do and volunteering opportunities. The local well-being plan provides a list of services that work to keep Swansea going, from personal experience I have seen first-hand how much the older generation rely on outside services for help and support. The ageing well steering group is in charge of most of the strategies and plans for Swansea's older generations. The ageing well steering group is in charge of helping the older generations with finance, socialization and staying healthy. One of their focus is on reducing the number of elderlies falling over and ensuring that they are safe in their own home. In 2013/2014 2507 of elderly fell over. However due to the efforts of the ageing well steering group falls from the elderly in Swansea decreased by 100 in 2015/2016. Some of the improvements that they would like to do in the next few years that I also agree with is providing the older generation with more opportunities to learn and develop mew skills. What they would also like to do is change the minds of the younger generation on the capabilities of the elderly. One of my suggestions is that the council could be more involved in helping out the older generation other than providing carer services.
Strong communities also has not been high on the priority list either with the only policy in place being the tackling poverty strategy which helps the deprived families. However, when asked in a survey by Swansea council how would you describe Swansea city, the people who live in the city described it as tired, dated and declining with a complex traffic system and expensive parking. However, community safety has been something which has increased to make the people living in the community feel safe. The number of CCTV camera's in the city centre and in public places had grown. The council is also encouraging people to join the neighbourhood watch and paws on patrol where you simply report crime and gather evidence. South Wales victim focus is also available to help people in the community that are a victim of crime and they provide help and support. In a survey from 2014 South Wales police asked the people living in Swansea city how safe they felt their city was with 92% saying that they felt safe within their community. From this research you can see that while strong communities has not been a focus, ensuring that the people who live in Swansea are safe is a big priority. I believe that the council need to be more involved in the community and bringing the many communities in Swansea together, so that Swansea is not made up of different communities it is one big one, don’t you agree? Over the years there has been a loss in traditions within the community. Only Gorseinon who has an annual street carnival and East Side who still have their marching band. It would be nice to see traditions brought back into Swansea with more people participating in community events. A good way of doing this is by putting on events, currently there are only two events that happen every year that brings the communities in Swansea together, the Christmas parade and Wales air show. In these types of events everyone can take part and there is something for everyone.
Swansea central area green infrastructure strategy and Swansea local biodiversity action plan are the two current strategies in place for improving health, supporting biodiversity and reducing our carbon footprint. The Swansea local biodiversity action plan is currently under review for the first time since it was published. By reading some of the things that the Council are currently doing and are hoping to achieve the goal of working with nature is currently being addressed. Projects such as the Kingsway development which is aiming to bring back green space and wildlife in the city centre. The city centre is having a massive overhaul by replacing the old lifeless buildings with environment friendly ones such as the new digital village that is due to start construction winter this year. Its idea is to create more jobs in Swansea to help bring people back to the city centre. The council have been very open about their plans and you have even included the community by asking for feedback on what people would like to see. For example, you asked for advice about castle gardens and weather too leave it like it is or add some greenery. The council has decided to add some greenery so that it follows the same theme as the kingsway project. All the work in the city centre is part of the Swansea central green area infrastructure strategy which comes under the Swansea bay city deal. While the Swansea local biodiversity plan is looking to protect species and habitats of plants and animals. The council has also got some other ideas on how to work with nature such as the tidal lagoon project in Swansea bay whose ideas have been declined and approved many times over the past couple years and aims to produce clean energy by using the tidal wave in the bay.
To conclude the council has numerous strategies in place to meet the goals of the Well-being and future generations act of 2015 and by identifying 4 main aims Early start, Live well, age well, Safe communities and Working with nature, you have made it easier to focus your attention on ensuring you meet these goals. Early years is an area where much of your focus has been and over the years there has been numerous changes in the way children are supported in their first years of life. From initiatives such as flying start and team around the family all children get the same opportunities to do well in school and early interventions so that cases such as abuse, neglect, physical disabilities and mental disabilities is caught early. Live well, age well is mainly focused on the elderly and most of the strategies in place are done by the ageing well steering group. Swansea is a city that has an increasing student population and opportunities for the older generation are what they are trying to achieve. I do agree in that more community involvement should be done to ensure that the older generation are socialising more and are getting the opportunities to develop new skills and hobbies. I also advice that more could be done by the council to get more involved in what opportunities and support is available to the older generation to make Swansea a good place to retire. Safe communities is something that was not at the top of the priority list as most felt that their community was a safe place to live. However, the council has increased security and is working closely with South Wales police to ensure that everyone is safe. However, one of the things that I think could benefit Swansea is bringing our traditions back and putting on more events that’s will bring together the different communities. Working with nature is what the council are currently improving with numerous plans to update and change the city centre into something that is green and friendly to the environment. They are also aiming to bring back jobs into the city centre as most people work outside the city or on the outskirts. The younger generation are also moving away to find more job opportunities elsewhere so bringing back business is something that I think is important. I believe that the projects that the council has planned is a good idea as places such as castle Gardens is very bland and boring so adding greenery will bring back some of it appeal. From my research I can conclude that the council is only focusing on one problem at a time and that they work closely with the local services, charities and organisations to meet the standards of the Well-being and future generations act 2015.
Your Faithfully
Reference list
National assembly for Wales (2015) Well-being and future generations act 2015. Available at: http://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2015/2/contents/enacted (Accessed: 16th May 2020)
Swansea Council. (2017) Swansea Healthy City. Available at: https://www.swansea.gov.uk/healthycity (Accessed: 16th May 2020)
Swansea Council. (2019) Healthy city ageing well. Available at: https://www.swansea.gov.uk/article/24929/Healthy-city-ageing-well (Accessed: 16th May 2020)
Swansea Council. (2019) Local well-being plan. Available at: https://www.swansea.gov.uk/localwellbeingplan (Accessed: 14th May 2020)
Swansea Council. (2019) Well-being and future generations. Available at: https://www.swansea.gov.uk/wellbeingfuturegenerations (Accessed: 14th May 2020)
Swansea Council. (2018) Assessment of local well-being 2017. Available at: https://www.swansea.gov.uk/psbassessment (Accessed: 14th May 2020)
Swansea Council. (2017) Primary Drivers. Available at: https://www.swansea.gov.uk/article/30909/Primary-Drivers (Accessed: 16th May 2020)
Swansea Council. (2019) People have a good quality built environment and supportive infrastructure. Available at: https://www.swansea.gov.uk/article/30955/People-have-a-good-quality-built-environment-and-supportive-infrastructure (Accessed: 16th May 2020)
Swansea Council. (2019) People participate in cultural and community activities according and their need. Available at: https://www.swansea.gov.uk/article/30959/People-participate-in-cultural-and-community-activities-according-to-their-needs (Accessed: 16th May 2020)
Swansea Council. (2019) The natural environment is healthy and resilient. Available at: https://www.swansea.gov.uk/article/30953/The-natural-environment-is-healthy-and-resilient (Accessed: 16th  May 2020)
Swansea Council. (2019) People are safe and feel safe. Available at: https://www.swansea.gov.uk/article/30961/People-are-safe-and-feel-safe (Accessed: 16th May 2020)
Swansea Council. (2019) Older people age well and are supported to remain independent. Available at: https://www.swansea.gov.uk/article/30951/Older-people-age-well-and-are-supported-to-remain-independent (Accessed: 16th May 2020)
Swansea Council. (2020) City centre improvements. Available at: https://www.swansea.gov.uk/citycentreimprovements (Accessed: 16th May 2020)
Swansea Council. (2020) The Kingsway. Available at: https://www.swansea.gov.uk/thekingsway (Accessed: 16th May 2020)
Swansea Council. (2019) Castle square. Available at: https://www.swansea.gov.uk/castlesquaredevelopment (Accessed: 16th May 2020)
Swansea Council. (2020) 50 and over in Swansea. Available at: https://www.swansea.gov.uk/50plus (Accessed: 16th May 2020)
Swansea Council. (2020) Early help hubs. Available at: https://www.swansea.gov.uk/earlyinterventionservices Accessed: 16th May 2020)
Swansea Council. (2020) Flying start. Available at: https://www.swansea.gov.uk/flyingstart (Accessed: 16th May 2020)
Swansea Council. (2019) Tackling poverty strategy. Available at: https://www.swansea.gov.uk/povertystrategy (Accessed: 16th May 2020)
Swansea Council. (2017) Swansea local biodiversity action plan. Available at: https://www.swansea.gov.uk/article/10113/Swansea-Local-Biodiversity-Action-Plan (Accessed: 16th May 2020)
Swansea Council. (2019) Draft Swansea central area green infrastructure strategy. Available at: https://www.swansea.gov.uk/greeninfrastructurestrategy (Accessed: 16th May 2020)
Swansea Council. (2016) Ageing well and strategy for older people action plan 2015-2019. Available at: https://www.swansea.gov.uk/ageingwell (Accessed: 16th May 2020)
Swansea Bay City Deal. About. Available at: https://www.swanseabaycitydeal.wales/about/ (Accessed: 16th May 2020)
