Supporting the Learner – sample assignment extract A
[Introductory paragraph before this extract]
Teaching Assistants work very closely towards the individuals themselves rather than communicating to a full class (30+ Pupils) like a class Teacher would. This allows the Teaching Assistant to gain very close relationships with the children. So, if or when a problem arises, the trust between the child and the teaching assistant is very strong allowing the child to talk openly and more in confidence towards the adult.	Comment by Jill Morgan: This is a missed opportunity to support the writing with reference to literature. There is a LOT of literature on the work of TAs – some of which has been posted on the ‘Supporting the Learner’ Moodle page	Comment by Jill Morgan: This is another missed opportunity for referencing	Comment by Jill Morgan: And again
Being a Teaching Assistant is not an easy role. To be suitable and beneficial towards the school and the children an assistant will need to have the ability to build positive relationships with work colleagues, parents and off course the most affected by the role, the children. As an individual in a school you must have patience, a good sense of humour and the flexibility to work with numerous different people and children. The role includes positive and negative days like any job, so you must be able to react and respond appropriately towards various situations such as poor behaviour. You will need to be a ‘team player’ and work with large groups or even the whole class from time to time so being confident is vital. It goes without saying the individual will need to be respectful, polite, courteous at all times and very professional throughout the working day.	Comment by Jill Morgan: Spelling error – which wouldn’t be identified by your spell-checker as it’s a real word. So do make sure you proofread carefully – or get someone else to do it for you. Just make it clear that that’s what you want them to do – spot any spelling mistakes, missing words, muddled sentences – so they know you don’t want them to ‘mark’ your work or give an opinion as to how good it is.	Comment by Jill Morgan: Too conversational.
Unfortunately not all children’s lives are happy, healthy, hygienic or even loved. Throughout Wales there have been numerous cases of child negligence which emphasises the importance of the role that schools play in ensuring children to feel safe, loved and happy within the school environment. The teaching assistants develop strong relationships with individuals within their class that enables them to have a tendency to recognise when a child has an issue or a problem.	Comment by Jill Morgan: Generally the writing style of this extract is appropriate and grammatically correct	Comment by Jill Morgan: Here are 2 paragraphs with no references. This should almost never happen in an academic essay, because the question which is raises is: Who says this? It’s a valid opinion, and we may all agree with it, but in academic writing the ideas should come from the literature more than personal experience
How to recognise a child with a problem?
· A constantly upset child	Comment by Jill Morgan: Bullets points not generally used in academic writing
· A child with poor hygiene levels
· A child asking for food or complaining they are hungry
· Dramatic behaviour changes
· A Child showing a huge amount of anger
· From the clothes that the child is wearing
· When a child becomes very needing of attention
·  Child becoming very quiet and sensitive
All of the above are possible negative changes within someone’s life. If these changes are recognised within a school the school must respond by following the school policy and protocols they have in place. With the majority of children having their closest bond with the Teaching Assistants the children will usually chose to confide in them and be more willing to discuss the problems that are bothering or affecting them. 	Comment by Jill Morgan: Again, the ideas are good, but where’s the support from the literature?
It is the Teaching Assistants duty to ensure they inform the child that the information cannot be kept confidential and will be passed on to the relevant person, the child protection officer.  They must also remind the child that they are safe and cared for within the school if the problem is at home. The same protocol applies when the issue the child arises is about a person in school. For example, if a child makes an accusation about a teacher. The teaching assistant must again inform the appropriate person dependant on the individual accused. For example if the problem was the class teacher then the assistant would go straight to the Deputy or Head Teacher after the conversation has finished.	Comment by Jill Morgan: Teaching Assistant’s duty	Comment by Jill Morgan: Incomplete sentence – because after ‘if…’ we’re expecting another half to the sentence/the rest of the idea. Better: attach this example to the previous sentence	Comment by Jill Morgan: Now this sentence is complete, because we have ‘if…. then…’ 
How effective is the role of a Teacher Assistant?
A survey was carried out in the autumn of 2012 by the Schools workers union ‘UNISON’ to the school leaders on the value of teaching assistants. The survey received over 200 responses with ‘95 percent of the school leaders stating that TAs add value to schools, in particular, in the team around the child; as effective mediators and advocates; with vulnerable pupils and in enhancing the learning environment with all pupils.’ (UNISON, 2013)	Comment by Jill Morgan: Including a quote is fine, but this quote is unnecessarily long – most of it doesn’t say anything particularly unique, or so it in a particularly ‘clever’ way. And the guideline is that a quote of more than 2 lines should be considered ‘long’ and therefore be indented, etc. Better: Only quote phrases or short sentences which express an idea in a way which you couldn’t improve on or summarise well.	Comment by Jill Morgan: Hooray – a reference!
[bookmark: _GoBack]Teaching Assistants can at times be used not to support the whole class but to be used in a one to one role with one individual. This individual would usually be a child with learning difficulties or statemented. Professor Peter Blatchford a Professor of Psychology and Education at the UCL institute of London also believes that the role is vital in school success but does feel that the schools need to have a wider regard to how the TA role is implemented within the schools. ‘School leaders should systematically review the roles of both teachers and TAs and take a wider view of how TAs can support learning and improve attainment throughout the school.’ Russell, A., Webster, R. and Blatchford, P. (2013) However he does feel that the Teaching Assistant role has several negative effects on individuals ‘their routine deployment to pupils most in need seems to be the heart of the problem. Pupils with the most need can become separated from the teacher and the curriculum.’ Russell, A., Webster, R. and Blatchford, P. (2013)                        [More of the assignment follows]	Comment by Jill Morgan: We use this phrase in schools, but it’s not really accurate – it should be ‘a child with a Statement of educational needs. So try to avoid using school jargon/shorthand	Comment by Jill Morgan: Better (because it takes out the repetition): Peter Blatchford, Professor of…	Comment by Jill Morgan: Formatting errors – can you spot them?                                  No need for initials here – only surnames; the names should be in the brackets with the year; this follows a quotation so there should be a page number	Comment by Jill Morgan: This isn’t accurate because these negative effects were identified through research – if you watch the video clip that’s on the Moodle page, you’ll hear that in fact he was surprised at these findings. So do try to accurately report what you read.
