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Discuss the extent to which the doctrine of parliament sovereignty is a critical component within the United Kingdom constitution   
According to the Uk parliament (2023) “A constitution is the set of principles and rules by which a country is organized, and it is usually contained in one document.” so the Uk is set on a bunch of rules which help runs the country which helps run the country smoothly. In this essay I will be talking about how the Uk parliament is supreme as the most important principle of the constitution in the United Kingdom explaining both side of the argument, some other topics I will be discussing, is parliament the supreme law-making body. I will also be talking about the Uk constitution such as rule of law/ parliament sovereignty and separations of power. Lastly, I will be talking about binding future and past parliaments and how laws are created within parliament.
In the United Kingdom, the constitution is made up of 3 main principles such as the rule of law, parliament sovereignty and separation of power. The rule of law according to Nicola, L (2023) argues that “The rule of law is a fundamental doctrine by which every individual must obey and submit to the law, and not arbitrary action by other people of groups”. What Nicola argues is that no one is above the law, no matter how much authority you have, for example the Prime Minister must follow the same rules and laws as a kid in school. Separation of power splits up into 3 branches such as executive, legislature and judiciary. The executive according to the constitution society (2023) is where “The term ‘executive’ refers to the government” these are the people that make key decisions for our country on a day-to-day basis, the people that make up the government is the prime minister which currently is rishi Sunak, his role is to help run the country and keep everything under control. The executive role also makes up the cabinet and wider governments. The cabinet according to the national achieves (2023) is “The main body that controls policy and coordinates activities of governmental departments” the cabinet is run by the prime minister which holds 20 members or senior ministers within the government. The wider government consists of MPs, the house of commons acts 1975 came along which capped how many ministers can sit in the house of commons, they capped this to 95 members, Ketaki Zodgekar (2019). Judiciary are Made up of judges, magistrates, tribunal members, and coroners they do the job of upholding the rule of law Courts and tribunals judiciary (2023), the aim of their jobs are to oversees cases in courts. The supreme court is the main court where they see all the big public cases. The legislature is according to the polyas (2023) are a “branch of government is responsible for making laws within a country. Legislatures are made up of people called legislators” a devolved legislative are when parliament allows local governments to create laws for example senned Cymru have created devalued laws such as the national speed limit of 20mph in the whole of Wales this is called “separation legislature” according to the GOV.UK (2023)
[bookmark: _Int_U9FuCUpp]Parliament sovereignty according to the Uk Parliament (2023) Is “a principle of the UK constitution. It makes Parliament the supreme legal authority in the UK which can create or end any law” parliament is the most important part of the constitution as it is the foundation on how our country can run, this is by creating laws or having discussions on how the government is running the country. Parliament is made up of the house of commons, house of lords and the monarch. The house of commons is made up of 650 members and are elected by common people, which happens every 5 years you must be 18 years and older to vote in England but 16 to vote in Scotland and Wales. They also discuss new laws and question the prime minister on how he is running the country. The house of lords is the second upper chamber where non-elected peers are sat, there are 791 seats the house of lords. According to the university of college London (2023) “The House of Lords has three main functions: making laws, investigating public policy and holding the government to account” this is remarkably similar to the house of commons as they do the same as the house of lords. The monarch according to the royal family (2023) “is the oldest form of government in the Uk” it is made up of either a king or a queen, our current monarch is king Charles the 3rd and has been the king since 2022. 
Parliament is the supreme law-making body, this is because every law starts as a bill, according to the GOV.Uk (2023) “A bill is a proposed law which is introduced into Parliament. Once a bill has been debated and then approved by each House of Parliament, and has received Royal Assent, it becomes law and is known as an act, but these acts need to be considered in the human right act and if it breaches the human right act, that act will not stand.” A bill is proposed by any member of parliament, and then discussed through each house. Once a bill has been proposed, it will start in the house of commons where all MPs will discuss their take on the bill, if there is an agreement on the bill it will then be transferred over to the house of lords where they make the final decision, after an agreement happens from both houses it will then have its final say from the royal assent which if the king agrees on the bill, it will then become a law and act that the whole country would have to follow. According to the legislation.gov.uk (2023) primary legislation is “the term used to describe the main laws passed by the legislative bodies of the UK e.g., Acts of the UK Parliament, Scottish Parliament, Welsh Parliament, and Northern Ireland Assembly” for example the act of parliament is a primary legislation, this act basically means that all laws need to start in the house of commons or house of lords. Secondary legislation means that all laws need to start in the house of commons or house of lords. Secondary legislation according to the Uk Parliament (2023) “is law created by ministers (or other bodies) under powers given to them by an Act of Parliament.” an example of this is the government using the Misue of Drug act 1971 to ban new substances due to the information they have on how dangerous the drug is.
I argue that parliament is the supreme law-making because by law you cannot make any new laws or acts without it going through the Houses of Commons or Lords first, this under the act of parliament 1949.

According to Jon Danzig (2019) argues that’s “Under our constitution, Parliament is not allowed to bind a future Parliament to any decision. The result of any past vote can be undone by a new vote.” This is because no future parliament can change a law that was made by a past parliament. The explicit dominance of Parliament over other governmental institutions is central to the doctrine of Parliamentary Sovereignty. Predominantly developed by Albert Venn Dicey who was a constitutional theorist and the author of the Introduction to the Study of Law, it maintains that Parliament may legislate on any matter and that no Parliament can bind its successors or be bound by its predecessors (Barnett. H, 2014) The notion asserts that legislative authority is equal to supremacy and that no courts can question Parliamentary Law, thus placing Parliament at the pinnacle of the constitutional hierarchy (Dicey, A., 1885) However, the doctrine's validity and influence have been questioned following Britain’s past entry into the European Union and the subsequent impact on national law. EU Law, in specific circumstances, takes precedence over national law (Craig, P. 2015). The Brexit decision leaving can be seen as a reaffirmation of Parliamentary Sovereignty, reinforcing the concept that the UK Parliament is the ultimate law-making body in the UK (Dougan, M. 2017)

For future reforms should have never been felt more urgently. The long-standing structures often seem outdated to the many. One of the most pressing concerns currently revolves around the House of Lords. Its unelected nature whereby members are appointed for life on a political or nonpolitical bias substantiates the democratic shortfall (Russell, 2013).

In conclusion, parliament sovereignty is the most crucial part of our constitution as it is the main body of creating laws and acts for everyone in the United Kingdom to follow no matter what authority you have over other citizens. It is argued that the house of Lords should be voted on who Is allowed to take the seat just like the House of Commons should be by doing another general election. parliament is the foundation of how the United Kingdom runs the country. 
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