ESSAY 2: ESSAY QUESTIONS FOR LEVEL 5 AND LEVEL 6
Essay deadline: Sunday 8th March, by 10 pm.

Essay 2, 2,500 words. Choose one of the following: 

Is it irrational to care differently about some happening on the basis of whether it lies in the past or in the future, and (in each case) how far? (You may, if you wish, focus your answer on the example of our attitudes to past and future non-existence.)

Wittgenstein suggests that ‘the peculiar grammar of the word “I”’ is liable to mislead us into thinking that there is a non-bodily entity, a ‘real I’ that ‘lives in my body’ (The Blue Book, p 66). How does it do this?

“If I had been Napoleon I would have …… “ Does this involve imagining that I am Napoleon? Does this make sense? Could I have been Napoleon?

Can our responsibilities towards future generations be articulated in terms of the idea that we have an obligation not to harm them? If there is a problem with that idea how are we to articulate the obligations that we clearly have?
What are the central things that Augustine finds puzzling when he thinks about time? Does he find a way out of his puzzles? Are there better ways out of them? (You may work from the file: Augustine, Confessions, essay extracts.)
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