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What are crime prevention theories?
This report looks at what crime prevention theories are, what are the main crime prevention theories and are the current crime prevention theories effective and are they efficient? Crime prevention theories concentrate on eradicating all types of crime whether that be crimes against the person or high-tech crimes, crime prevention theories are implemented to deter people from committing crimes, such as the rule of law and the consequences of committing a crime. The main crime prevention theories are “developmental prevention, community prevention, situational prevention” (Welsh and Farrington 2012). Each crime prevention theory has different techniques all with the same end goal of deterring deviant behaviour. Each different theory has different principles, tailored to their specific aim. It is vital that it is known that it is not the “sole responsibility of the government” (Parliamentary Secretary of Justice 2016) to prevent crime and that help from external people, organisations and communities is needed in the fight against crime. West Yorkshire police say that they reduce “the opportunity for crime to occur” (West Yorkshire Police).
Developmental prevention. 
Developmental theory is based upon people's psychology and mental development, “behaviour and attitudinal patterns that have been learned” Tremblay and Craig suggest that criminal activity is learnt rather than instinct (Tremblay and Craig 1995). Developmental prevention concentrates on educating the younger generation and takes into account the fact that during your lifetime you may experience struggles that may lead you to fall into a life of crime or may lead you to commit an offence (McGee and Farrington 2019).  For example, one method that can be used within developmental prevention is mentoring the younger generations in order to educate them in order to deter them away from committing an offence. The British Government have two main initiatives aimed at educating those within the education system. The first one being Safer School Partnerships, which are there to target anti-social behaviour and bullying. The second being a Youth Crime Action Plan which has been established to target the younger generation, especially those who are vulnerable to falling into crime, the plan is there to stop them from committing crime by advising them otherwise (Government Report 2011).  Mentoring can be cheap and effective as an authority figure could keep them away from crime. Educating the younger generation also results in an understanding of the consequences of committing certain crimes. Mentores also mean that each young person can have a personalised plan as each person will have different struggles and may be susceptible to different types of crimes. A friendship with their mentor can also increase their sense of “self-worth” which can improve their confidence and allow them to believe that they can lead a better life without crime (College of policing 2016). For reoffenders ensuring that they receive education otherwise known as Cognitive Behavioural Therapy (CBT), is there as to target “criminal thinking” at its root. Cognitive therapy aims at deterring the mind away from committing crimes and has been proven to reduce the rate of reoffending. CBT is again based upon the reasoning that criminal behaviour is taught rather than inherited and therefor, their reasoning can be restructured into believing that crime is inherently bad (College of Policing 2018). 
Developmental prevention and its efficiency.
How effective efficient and cost efficient is developmental theory as a crime prevention method? Developmental prevention is possibly one of the most effective crime prevention theories as this targets the source of the crime and allows criminals to grow as a person and have the opportunity to change. Whereas the other theories concentrate on stopping the criminals and making their life harder, which can be ineffective as they will always find a way to reach their end goal. 
Community prevention.
Community prevention is the goal of crime prevention generated by a community, such as a village working together to prevent crime. If a community is known to be working together it can deter criminals from acting within this area as they know that they are working together and that they will be looking out for suspicious behaviour. Community prevention can be established through “social preconditions” can be reduced by “through every day, routine practice”, (Hope 2001) this can be removing high hedges or fences of which make it easier for criminals to hide behind and use to their advantage. One of the main components to community prevention is the establishment of neighbourhood watch, this has been proven to prevent crimes and build relationships between communities and the police force which has a knock-on positive effect. Due to the increase in relations this allows police to apprehend criminals easier as they have the assistance of the public this creates a safer atmosphere, and a sense of “reassurance” within a community (Weat Yorkshire Police). If a community is to install CCTV within the area this will decrease crime as criminals are more likely to aim for houses that have no CCTV as they are less likely to be caught as a result. Community intervention within the prevention of crimes can be effective as some countries are unable to police as they wish to due to monetary issues, the use of community initiatives along the traditional means of policing can help with the effect of cutbacks and can increase the number of crimes reported within an area. In terms of Urban crime community prevention is vital as areas of low population it can be hard to find witnesses to crimes and rural areas can be vulnerable as they are typically away from police station. This highlights the need for citizens to establish a safe haven where CCTV is increased and means of entry and the reward for criminals is decreased (United Nations). The main problem with community prevention is the fact that the residence may need to spend money such as buying CCTV, the Community Crime Prevention Unit within the police force hold a budget in order to allocate a grant to different communities in order for them to implement community prevention techniques such as making properties harder to gain entry to (Parliamentary Secretary of Justice 2016). 
Community prevention and its efficiency.
Community prevention can work efficiently within larger, more populated communities, especially tight knit communities, as there will always be guardians. This theory also relies on the words of the residents which may not always be honest or accurate. This theory also relies upon the use of technology such as cameras or security systems which can be altered, destroyed or even have the recordings deleted which can be an aid to crime.  
Situational Prevention.
Situational Prevention referred to the prevention of allowing criminals the chance to act and commit a crime or making it easier for them to do so. It has the aim of “reducing the incidence of crime by increasing the risks for offenders” (Brinks Home 2020), whether that be increasing the risk of being caught or whether it be the increase in sentencing for crimes. Such as ensuring you do not leave cars unlocked and that you park them in a locked garage if possible or ensuring that you do not leave any valuables outside unattended. Situational prevention is removal of the means to commit crimes. Situational prevention is removing yourself or avoiding areas that allow you to become vulnerable such as work environment or leisure environments. There are four main techniques to crime prevention, increase risk and effort, reduce rewards and provocations and remove excuses, these will aid in situational prevention. For example,ne effective component of situational prevention is the closure of streets, this disrupts crime and prevents criminals from gaining access to streets that would aid them in running, hiding or gaining entry to houses. Improving street lighting is also an effective component as this increases risk. Marking property such as engraving jewellery can also be an anti-theft deterrent (United Naton Office of Drugs and crime 2019).  People who have a strict schedule are more susceptible to situational crime as this falls into the “‘routine activities’ of crime theory”, (Scottish Government 2014) in which criminals area able to take advantage of your routine in order to commit crime when you are most vulnerable, for example arriving home or while you are away from home, it is also advised that you do not make it public that you have gone on holiday or have left your home unattended, in crime hotspots it is encouraged that you leave your home lights turned on or install timed lights. In order to create an illusion that someone is home. In terms of cars, you can equip a tracker to your car in case of a theft therefore the police can't track and trace the car, this would increase likelihood of the apprehension of the criminal. 
Situational prevention and its efficiency. 
How cost effective efficient and effective is situational prevention, this theory is a fairly new theory to crime prevention. However, it is the most cost efficient and is effective as these are small changes that most can achieve without having to buy anything such as CCTV or car trackers or even modern immobilisers. 
Conclusion.
There is a need for an increase in initiative in terms of crime prevention for example there will be a need to increase cyber security and that need will be ever increasing, as cyber criminals and their advantages and situations to commit crimes online will increase and advance with technology. Especially with the ageing population that may not be technologically inclined, they will be ever increasingly vulnerable to cyber-attacks and to fraud from cyber criminals. Crime prevention is something that will forever be needed, crime prevention increases quality of life for everyone, if there are robust crime prevention techniques in place and there is a decrease in crime it is positive for everyone. It has also been stated that it can have “long-term benefits” in terms of cost that is linked to crime (United Nations). In addition, crime prevention also minimises the social costs involved with crime. As crime will always occur it is important for us to reduce the opportunities we present to criminals. Crime can have such a negative impact upon people and their lives therefor it is vital that crime is reduced and targeted at its source. One vital fuel to crime is alcohol and drug abuse. This is something that should be targeted so as to reduce crime and to create a safer community for everyone. Warwick Police are attempting to implement a one “system approach to offender management” (Warwick Police), which would ensure continuity in order to reduce reoffending and if everyone receives the same treatment then the likelihood of reoffending will decrease.
Most effective and efficient theory.
Situational prevention can be seen as the most effective and efficient of all crime prevention theories as this theory plays upon all the major aspects of crime theory and uses this to its advantage so as to achieve the prevention crime. This theory has a strong bases to sit upon “rests on a sound foundation of criminological theories—routine activity theory, crime pattern theory, and the rational choice perspective” (Clarke 2018). It is to be said that all types of crime can be targeted through the use of situational theory whether that be theft or assault. Situational prevention has not indicated a shift in crime to other areas which is also a positive aspect of this crime prevention theory. Situational theory is also something everyone from different areas and regions or even countries can apply as to prevent crime therefor is the most universal prevention theory.
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