Key social elements that impact on a learner's ability to access education

Introduction
There are several elements that can impact on a learner’s ability to access education. For example, some factors that can affect a learner’s ability to get into education are: 
· Social exclusion – The term social exclusion can have a few meanings and overtime has been redefined and it has different policy implications. One way the concept social exclusion is used is to refer to a group of people or individuals who are excluded from something in society (Mathieson et al, 2008).
· Inequality – Afonso, LaFleur and Alarcón (2015) define inequality as not being equal to others, not having the same opportunities due to circumstances beyond an individual’s control for example family background, gender, ethnicity and so on, which can then cause their potential outcomes to be affected.
· Poverty – O’Leary (2019) classifies poverty as unable to afford the basic necessities in life, such as shelter, food and clothing.
· Minority/marginal groups – Minority groups are groups of people with mutual interests or characteristics that differentiates them from the majority of the population (Layton-Henry, 2001) and marginalisation is seen as a process, and a condition, which stops people from fully being able to participate in social, economic and political life. There are several factors that individuals could be marginalised as a result, such as their gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, geography, religion, displacement, conflict or disability (Mannion, 2017). Mannion (2017) stated that poverty is a consequence and a reason for being marginalised.
· Discrimination – The Cambridge Dictionary (2020) describes discrimination as treating an individual or group in a different way/ poor way compared to others due to the person’s sexuality, skin colour, gender etc. Under the Equality Act (2010) it is against the law to discriminate against anyone due to a protected characteristic. Protective characteristics are age, gender reassignment, marriage or civil partnership, pregnancy or maternity, disability, race, religion or believe, sex and sexual orientation. Individual are protected from discrimination in education, work, when using public services, as a consumer, buying or renting property, a member or guest in a private club or association. The Equality and Human Rights Commission (2019) state that there are different types of discriminations which are direct discrimination which is when you treat an individual with one of the protective characteristics poorer compared to others, indirect discrimination this can be when provisions are in place for everyone except for someone with a protected characteristic who is at an unfair disadvantage due to this. Adding to that there is also harassment which is when an individual is receiving behaviour that is undesirable due to their protective characteristic and as a result the behaviour causes the person’s dignity to be violated or makes an unwelcoming environment for them. There is also victimisation, this is treating someone unjustly due to the fact they have complained about discrimination or harassment (Legislation, 2020).
· Culture – Zimmermann (2017) describes culture as forms of behaviour and interactions that are shared within a group of people and that it can be identified as the development of a group character adopted by social patterns distinctive to that group. 
In this essay it will mainly be focusing on poverty and minority groups with low income and how they can impact a learner’s ability to access education.     

Education
Under Article 28 and 29 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child it gives all children the right to an education. Article 28 states that children have the right to an education and Article 29 concentrates on the aims of education for children. The 1990 World Declaration on Education for All described education as containing vital learning skills like literacy, numeracy and problem solving joint with knowledge, skills, values and attitudes needed in order for an individual to develop potential, improve the quality of their lives, make informed choices and carry on learning. The Committee on the Rights of the Child, the body of experts that monitors the implementation of the Convention, published a paper in 2001 called a General Comment which further explained and expanded on the right to education (Unicef, 2020). Even though there is the act for every child to be intitle to education there are still elements like poverty that can impacts on their ability to gain access to that education and individuals wanting to go into further education can find themselves unable to access that education.
In the UK it is estimated that 14.3 million people are living in poverty, this adds up to 22% of people in the population and 34% of individuals in poverty are children. Back in 2010 the percentage of people in poverty was decreasing and in 2015 the percentage of children living in poverty decreased from 36% to 31%. However, there are clear signs of the percentage increasing again as the percentage of children increased to 34% in 2018 (Stroud, 2019). End Child Poverty (2018) statistics indicate that there are now areas where more than half the children are growing up in poverty. The data also showed that several highly deprived parts of the UK have had the greatest rises in child poverty from the time when the last local child poverty figures were published in December 2015. The Institute for Fiscal Studies project an increase in poverty within the next five years due to planned benefit cuts (National Education Union, 2018). Stroud (2019) found that 18% of families living in poverty consist of no one with any formal qualification compared to 9% of families not in poverty. The National Education Union (2018) say that poverty has a substantial effect on a child’s educational experience and achievement in the UK.
Poverty can impact on a student’s educational in many ways. Low socioeconomic status communities have under resourced school systems and consequently pupils’ academic development and achievements are negatively affected (Aikens and Barbarin, 2008). Investigations using DfE data which was done by National Education Union and the Child Poverty Action Group discovered that the thousand schools which have the highest amount of children having free school meals are receiving significantly higher cuts in funding per student compared to other schools and this is done under the current Government school funding policy (National Education Union, 2018). In a study where pupils were randomly put into higher quality school classes it was discovered that those pupils had a higher likelihood to attend university, saved more for their retirement, and lived within a better neighbourhood (Chetty et al, 2011). This study shows that the quality of a student’s classroom does in fact impact on their academic performance. Holloway et al (2014) discovered that a third of children who said that their family wasn’t well off had dropped behind in class due to the fact their family were unable to afford books or other supplies that were essential. In addition, two in five of the children within these families stated that they were absent from a term-time school trip because of the cost. 
Furthermore, inequality can be linked to poverty as individuals do not gain the same level of education compared to those not in poverty (Afonso, LaFleur and Alarcón, 2015). Mack (2010) states that poverty can also be correlated to social exclusion as individuals living in poverty may not be able to part take in certain extra curriculum activities at school. the reason for this could be because some activities are done after school hours and no transport is in place to get children home afterwards and for activities like sports, parents may not have the money to buy the sports outfits needed in order for their child to take part. Not only will this make the child feel socially excluded from this aspect of education, but this can also prevent the child from gaining access into further education. Not being able to go to homework club or revision sessions in school for exams can cause an impact on the grades they attain from their exams. In a study of revision sessions in English, Maths and Science done by Gibson (2019) it was found that all student who participate in these sessions achieved at least one grade higher in their mock exams, with the majority increasing by two grades and some even went up by three grades. Also, if a child desires to pursue a career in a specific sport, colleges won’t accept an individual who wasn’t doing that particular sport before applying.  
McDougall (2010) states that minority groups usually have a lower attainment in education and tackling discrimination is factor to getting education for everyone. It was found that discrimination against minorities is a key issue in poverty and inequality. Education is a major factor of the protection of minority identity. One of the concerns are access to education. Equal access to education is frequently not given to those in minority groups. This can be shown through lower levels of educational attainment, less resources within schools which are in areas where minorities live, and separation of children in minority groups from mainstream school (McDougall 2010). 
Indirect and direct discrimination contribute to those in poverty not being able to access education. Schools that require fees in order to go to them are an example of indirect discrimination towards those minority who have low income. Article 5 e in the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, pleas States to ban and remove discrimination in accessing education (OHCHR, 2020). McDougall (2010) explains that this also obliges States not just to makes sure that everyone has equal access to education, but to guarantee non-discrimination in the standard of education given. Adding to that, States need to take special action to overcome barriers where financial difficulties affect minorities in accessing education. International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination is the fundamental agreement on the right to non-discrimination. Article 5 of the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination entails the formation of efficient solutions in order to eliminate discriminations for the enjoyment of civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights and article 7 is to indorse non-discrimination in public education (OHCHR, 2020). 
Holloway et al (2014) states that the government, local councils and governors have a responsibility in lessening the impact of poverty on children’s school experience. School inspections by Ofsted should include looking at how schools help the poorest pupils, including confidential consultations with the pupils. Adding to that, any communication surrounding money should be direct with the parents instead of through the children as a study found that many children living in families in poverty find it tough to ask for money when they know their parents are struggling. 
Conclusion 
[bookmark: _GoBack]In conclusion it is very clear that socioeconomic status can have a huge impact on accessing education in many different ways whether it be accessing the best school for children and getting the most out of that education or being able to get into further education as an adult. There is a significant amount of people living in poverty and the percentage is predicted to increase. Even though there may be laws in place which ensure that all children are able to go to school, children living in poverty often are having to go to schools that are under resourced compared to other and the government are not helping the situation as they have been cutting the amount of funding per child in schools that have the most children on free school meals. The government needs to increase funding to schools, especially those with the highest number of children on free school meals. With more funding schools can ensure that all their students have the relevant resources needed to get the most out of their education and have equal opportunity to access higher education if desired. 
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